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Is Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 is need of the hour in India?
Today President of India promulgated the Ordinance Epidemic Diseases (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 exercising his powers under Article 123 of the Constitution to amend the age-old Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897.
The Ordinance has been passed to make necessary amendments in the principal Act. The changes incorporated were listed below”
ACT OF VIOLENCE AGAINST HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
The Ordinance defines the “act of violence” committed against the health care professionals serving during an epidemic which includes harassment, harm injury to their life, obstruction or hindrance to such health care professionals and loss or damage to their property.
POWERS OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
The Powers of the Central Government has also been enhanced to inspect any bus or train or goods vehicle or ship or vessel or aircraft leaving or arriving at any land port or port or aerodrome, as the case may be, in the territories to which this Act extends and for such detention thereof, or of any person intending to travel therein, or arriving thereby, as may be necessary.
PUNISHMENT
Whoever commits or abets the commission of the act of violence against a healthcare service professional or abets or causes damages or loss to any property, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three months but which may extend to five years and with fine, which shall not be less than fifty thousand rupees, but which may extend to two lakh rupees. However, may be compounded by the person against whom such act of violence is committed with the permission of the court. 
If the act of violence causes grievous hurt as defined u/s 320 of IPC, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months, but which may extend to seven years and with fine, which shall not be less than one lakh rupees, but which may extend to five lakh rupees.
INVESTIGATION AND TRIAL OF OFFENCES
Ordinance also provides that investigation shall be conducted by a police officer not below the rank of Inspector and shall be completed within 30 days from the date of FIR.
Inquiry or Trail shall also be concluded within a period of one year which further may be extended but not exceeding six months at a time.
PRESUMPTION UNDER EPIDEMIC DISEASES (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 2020
The Court shall presume that a person who is prosecuted for committing offence under this Act has committed such offence unless the contrary is proved.
The Court shall also presume the culpable mental state on the part of the accused, he who has to prove the fact that he had no such mental state with respect to the act charged as an offence in that prosecution.
COMPENSATION
In addition, the person prosecuted under this Act shall also have to pay twice the amount of fair market value of the damaged property or the loss caused, as may be determined by the court. Failure to pay the compensation awarded shall be recovered as an arrear of land revenue under the Revenue Recovery Act, 1890.

CONCLUSION
Unfazed attack on doctors and other health professionals has led to chaos, in some parts of India doctors have been spat at and chased away from homes, and that in one case patients directed abusive and vulgar language towards female nurses. Some physicians and their families have also been ostracised by their neighbours because of their exposure to patients infected with Covid-19. One video, which has gone viral, showed a mob throwing stones at two female doctors wearing personal protective equipment. It is really the need of the hour to amend the centuries old Act to cope up with the present situation.
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