Registration of a Marriage in Punjab, the time limit, procedure after expiry of limitation period, penalty for non-registration within the stipulated period and its effect on the validity of marriage, effect on NRI marriages, remedy against the decision of authorities refusing to register the marriage:
The Registration of Marriages in India is governed by various Statutes. The Supreme Court of India, in a landmark judgment, directed the State Governments in India to make registration of marriage compulsory.
In compliance of the directions of the SC, the Punjab Legislature enacted Punjab Compulsory Registration of Marriages Act, 2012 which came into force on 4 January, 2013, making registration of a marriage compulsory. This Act is applicable to the Indian Nationals and also to theNRI's and Foreign Nationals in case one of the party to the marriage is a Indian National.
Limitation Period:
The memorandum/application for marriage registration is required to be presented before the Registrar of Marriages within 3 month form the date of marriage. The memorandum/application for marriage registration may be submitted after the expiry of 3 months but not after 6 months, describing the reasons for not doing so within 3 months alongwith prescribed fee. If the application for registration of a marriage is presented before the District Registrar after expiry of 6 months but within one year of its occurrence then marriage can only be registered with the permission of prescribed authority by paying prescribed fee and submitting affidavit attested by Notary Public.
Any marriage not registered within one year of its occurrence can only be registered with the written permission of Chief Registrar of Marriages by paying prescribed fee and submitting affidavit attested by Notary Public.
Failure to Submit application within one year and its effect on the validity of marriage:
Any person who wilfully omits or fails to present the application for marriage registration shall be liable to fine which may extend to 1,000 rupees but its non-registration will not invalidate a marriage.
What if the Registrar refuses to register a marriage:
Against the refusal decision of Registrar of Marriages an appeal can be presented before the District Registrar of Marriages within 30 days from the date of refusal. In case the District Registrar of Marriages confirms the order of Registrar of Marriages refusing to register a marriage then further appeal lies before the Chief Registrar of Marriages within 60 days from the order of Chief Registrar. Lastly, if a persons fails to get the order in his favour from all the authorities then he/she can fileWRIT PETITION before the HIGH COURT challenging the refusal decisions of the authorities.
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