Procedure for IN- Country Adoption

Stage I 

· Prospective adoptive parent(s) should register themselves with the local RIPA/LAPA or Adoption Coordinating Agency or with the State Adoption Cell. 

Stage II 

· A home study report of the prospective adoptive parents will be prepared by the social worker of the Agency. To allay the fears and apprehensions of the prospective adoptive parent(s), pre-adoptive counseling sessions will be undertaken by the social worker during the preparation of the home study report. Assessing the ability of a couple to parent a child not born to them is of crucial importance in a successful adoption. Therefore, their suitability to care for an unrelated child is assessed through this home study and counselling. Documents relating to the financial and health status of the prospective parent(s) will be part of the Home Study Report. 

· In case of Inter-State adoption applications by parent(s), they will be accompanied by Home Study prepared by a qualified social worker working in a RIPA/LAPA. Where State Govt.’s have officially delegated such work for its Officials, the Home Study Report could be prepared by the concerned Official. 

· Criteria for eligibility of parent(s) will be adhered to, as stated in Para 1.1.7. 

· The Agency will make a suitable reference from amongst the admitted children legally free for adoption. If no suitable child is available, the family will be referred to the ACA. 

Stage III 

· After a Home Study has been accepted and approved, a child will be shown to the parent(s). The agency will take care to match a child meeting the description, if any, desired by the parent(s). 

· In case of placement of older children (above the age of 6), both written and verbal consent of the child will be obtained. 

Stage IV 

· Once a successful matching has been done, the agency will file a petition in the Court/JJB for obtaining the necessary orders under the relevant Act. The above process will normally be completed in 6-8 weeks. 


Adoption Act


The child can be legally placed with the parent(s) under HAMA/GAWA/JJ-Act 2000. The prospective parents should be informed about the different Acts available and the ramifications of each one. It would be left to them to decide as to which Act they would like to file their petition under, provided that they are eligible to do so under the chosen Act. As stated above, the 
prospective parents must be made to fully understand the status of their adoption under each Act. 

Follow up visits

Once an order has been issued, it should be followed by regular follow-up visits and post adoption counseling by the social worker till the child is adjusted in the new environment. The follow up should preferably be for a period of one year at-least or as directed by the Court/JJB. Copies of the follow-up reports will be sent to the District Social Welfare Officer/concerned State Government Department, concerned Scrutiny Agency and the Court/JJB from where the order was obtained. 
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Procedure For Inter-Country Adoption

Step I) Enlisted Foreign Adoption Agency (EFAA) 

· The applicants will have to contact or register with an Enlisted Foreign Adoption Agency (EFAA)/Central Authority/Govt. Deptt. in their country, in which they are resident, which will prepare the Home Study Report (HSR) etc. The validity of “Home Study Report” will be for a period of two years. HSR report prepared before two years will be updated at referral. 

· The applicants should obtain the permission of the competent authority for adopting a child from India. Where such Central Authorities or Government departments are not available, then the applications may be sent by the enlisted agency with requisite documents including documentary proof that the applicant is permitted to adopt from India 

· The adoption application dossier should contain all documents prescribed in Annexure-2. All documents are to be notarized. The signature of the notary is either to be attested by the Indian Embassy/High Commission or the appropriate Govt. Department of the receiving country. If the documents are in any language other than English, then the originals must be accompanied by attested translations 
A copy of the application of the prospective adoptive parents along with the copies of the HSR and other documents will have to be forwarded to RIPA by the Enlisted Foreign Adoption Agency (EFAA) or Central Authority of that country.

Step II) Role of Recognised Indian Placement Agency (RIPA) 

· On receipt of the documents, the Indian Agency will make efforts to match a child who is legally free for inter-country adoption with the applicant.

· In case no suitable match is possible within 3 months, the RIPA will inform the EFAA and CARA with the reasons therefore. 

Step III) Child being declared free for inter-country adoption - Clearance by ACA 

· Before a RIPA proposes to place a child in the Inter country adoption, it must apply to the ACA for assistance for Indian placement. 

· The child should be legally free for adoption. ACA will find a suitable Indian prospective adoptive parent within 30 days, failing which it will issue clearance certificate for inter-country adoption.

· ACA will issue clearance for inter-country adoption within 10 days in case of older children above 6 years, siblings or twins and Special Needs Children as per the additional guidelines issued in this regard.

· In case the ACA cannot find suitable Indian parent/parents within 30 days, it will be incumbent upon the ACA to issue a Clearance Certificate on the 31st day.

· If ACA Clearance is not given on 31st day, the clearance of ACA will be assumed unless ACA has sought clarification within the stipulation period of 30 days.

· NRI parent(s) (at least one parent) HOLDING Indian Passport will be exempted from ACA Clearance, but they have to follow all other procedures as per the Guidelines.

Step IV) Matching of the Child Study Report with Home Study Report of FPAP by RIPA 

· After a successful matching, the RIPA will forward the complete dossier as per Annexure 3 to CARA for issuance of “No Objection Certificate”.

Step V) Issue of No Objection Certificate (NOC) by CARA 

· RIPA shall make application for CARA NOC in case of foreign/PIO parents only after ACA Clearance Certificate is obtained. 

· CARA will issue the ‘NOC’ within 15 days from the date of receipt of the adoption dossier if complete in all respect.

· If any query or clarification is sought by CARA, it will be replied to by the RIPA within 10 days.

· No Indian Placement Agency can file an application in the competent court for inter-country adoption without a “No Objection Certificate” from CARA.

Step VI) Filing of Petition in the Court 

· On receipt of the NOC from CARA, the RIPA shall file a petition for adoption/guardianship in the competent court within 15 days. 

· The competent court may issue an appropriate order for the placement of the child with FPAP. 

· As per the Hon’ble Supreme Court directions, the concerned Court may dispose the case within 2 months.

Step VII) Passport and Visa 

· RIPA has to apply in the Regional Passport Office for obtaining an Indian Passport in favour of the child. 

· The concerned Regional Passport Officer may issue the Passport within 10 days.

· Thereafter the VISA entry permit may be issued by the Consulate/Embassy/High Commission of the concerned country for the child. 

Step VIII) Child travels to adoptive country 

· The adoptive parent/parents will have to come to India and accompany the child back to their country.
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