Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification 2006 published for imposing certain restrictions and prohibitions on new projects or activities, or on the expansion or modernization of existing projects or activities based on their potential environmental impacts as indicated in the Schedule to the notification, being undertaken in any part of India. 
Project requires prior Environmental Clearance (EC) The following projects are required to obtain prior EC:- 
(i) All new projects or activities listed in the Schedule to this notification; 
(ii) Expansion and modernization of existing projects or activities listed in the Schedule to this notification with addition of capacity beyond the limits specified for the concerned sector,that is, projects or activities which cross the threshold limits given in the Schedule, after expansion or modernization. 
(iii) Any change in product - mix in an existing manufacturing unit included in Schedule beyond the specified range. Authority to issue EC Central Govt (MoEF), if the matters falling under Category “A” State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), if matters falling under Category “B”. 
The projects requiring an Environmental Impact Assessment report shall be termed Category ‘B1’ and remaining projects shall be termed Category ‘B2’ and will not require an Environment Impact Assessment report. Validity 10 years for River valley project 30 years (max) in case of mining 5 years in other activities Applicability of EIA 2006 with respect to mining Mining of Mineral falling under Category “A” if the lease area is > 50 Ha and falling under Category “B” if the lease area is between < 50 ha and > Impact of 2016 notification in 2006 notification 
1. Constituted District Environment Impact Assessment Authority (DEIAA) for matters falling under Category “B2” 
2. “B2” projects for mining and minor minerals of lease area less than and equal to 5 Ha. 
3. The mining leases which have obtained EC under EIA notifications 1994 and 2006 shall not require fresh environmental clearance during renewal provided the project has valid and subsisting environmental clearance. 
4. The EIA or Environment Mining Plan (EMP)are required to be prepared, by state or its nominated agency or group of projects proponent or the project proponent of the cluster, for the entire cluster in order to capture all the possible externalities i.e capture carrying capacity of the cluster, transportation and related issues, replenishment and recharge issue, geo-hydrological study of the cluster area. 
5. One public consultation for the entire cluster is enough. 
6. The individual lease holders in cluster can use the same EIA or EMP for application for environmental clearance. 
7. A cluster will be formed when the distance between the peripheries of one lease is less than 500 meters from the periphery of other lease in a homogenous mineral area. 
Impact and analysis of the notification on the entire scenario 

1. EIA Notification 1994 was applicable only “Mining projects (Major mineral) with leases more than 5 hectares. So it would not applicable to the Miner Minerals irrespective of area. 
2. EIA Notification 2006 is applicable only Mining of minerals between > 50 ha and > 5 ha of mining lease area. So it would not applicable to the below > 5 ha, irrespective of either Major or Minor mineral 
3. EIA Notification 2016 included Category “B2”, 4. It is applicable prospectively, so no impact on existing our lease. 5. The mining leases which have obtained environmental clearance under Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 1994 and Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 shall not require fresh environmental clearance during renewal provided the project has valid and subsisting environmental clearance. 
This notification 2016 is the result of the Hon’ble Supreme Court order as “ leases of minor mineral including their renewal for an area of less than 5 ha be granted by the states / Union Territories only after getting EC from the MoEF”. Hence at the time of renewal of our quarry lease, we should obtain prior EC for the existing quarry / mine. It is little contra with the notification and the SC order 
