Opening Address delivered by His Lordship Justice Durai Karunakaran, Acting Chief Justice at the Ceremonial sitting of the Full Supreme Court held on 21st May 2014, in memory of the late Justice Andre Sauzier, who passed away on 12th May 2014 in the Republic of Seychelles. 

May it please the Court! Your Excellency Sir James Mancham, Former President of the Republic, His Lordship Ranjan Perera, former Chief Justice, My Lords, the sitting Judges of the Supreme Court, Honorable Attorney General, Distinguished Chairman and members of the Constitutional Appointments Authority, Your Grace the Bishops, Your Worships the Magistrates, Learned Chairman and Members the Bar Association, State Attorneys, Family and Relatives of the late Justice Andre Sauzier, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning to everyone!
The legal world around us today, appears to be slightly darker, for a great legal luminary has left us for heavenly abode. It is with great sadness that we hold this ceremonial sitting of the Full Supreme Court, in the presence of this august gathering, in memory of the late Justice Andre Sauzier, formerly Attorney General of Seychelles, Judge of the Supreme Court of Seychelles and Justice of the Seychelles Court of Appeal, who sadly, passed away on the 12th May this year. First of all, on behalf of the Seychelles Judiciary, I extend a warm welcome to all of you. I would like to extend a special welcome to Mrs Sauzier, Bernard, Chantal, Odile and other members of the late Justice Sauzier’s family, particularly those who have travelled from abroad at this distressing time.  
Men may come and men may go after completing their ephemeral journeys on this mysterious planet. However, only a handful of them like Justice Sauzier, leave their footprints on the sands of time and continue to live in our memories. As we stroll down our memory lanes, we can witness their indelible footprints that always remind us of who they were, why they were here, what their purpose was and what they really did to us. Justice Sauzier is one among such great souls, who has indeed left his footprints. He made them not by sitting down but walking a long distance-miles and miles before he slept to gain the eternal Freedom – a Freedom from the shackles of physical existence. Justice Sauzier never stopped in his judicial journey. He continued his hard and long walk without compromising along the way his integrity, impartiality and independence as a Judge and as a Jurist until his last breath, to gain that Freedom. He was steadfast in his goal and never swerved from his principles throughout his long walk like Nelson Mandela did, in his political journey. He never stopped, except for laying many milestones - landmark judgments - along the path of his long judicial journey setting precedent after precedent for the advancement of law, justice and enrichment of our jurisprudence. They all bear testimony to his immortality in the timeless pages of our Law Reports.When precedents are quoted in our Courts, invariably the name of Justice Sauzier is frequently intoned almost daily, if not by the defendant’s counsel, then by plaintiff’s counsel and if not by any counsel, then at least echoed by the Judge himself in his rulings. Obviously, his name will reverberate in our Courts for Centuries to come.  Justice Sauzier fulfilled all his promises during his remarkable journey by adjudicating issues without fear or favour, affection or ill will. Although Justice Sauzier made no stopping by Woods on Snowy Evenings as Robert Frost did, still he frequently stopped to listen to the little bird on his shoulder that was always singing:
“The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep”
I am really honoured to sit in front of you this morning to share a few thoughts about the great man, who had the courage to listen to that little bird on his shoulder. He called it his “Good Conscience”, which as a Judge and as a man of the world, he never betrayed.  I can state without any reservation that he was the greatest and the finest Judge the Seychelles Judiciary has ever been gifted with. These encomia are not empty words of flattery but words pregnant with truth. I have known him personally, professionally and had the privilege of appearing before him as counsel in many cases. I have enjoyed reading his jurisprudence in the past 32 years, for my professional, academic and personal interest. He was an embodiment of the law, a walking library. It only takes a brief reading of his judgments to realize, that not only was he a law reformer on the bench, but also a social reformer to the core, especially in his maverick approach to social justice. He was the best-known and best-loved judge, the people’s judge if I may say so, as Mr. Bernard Georges aptly acclaimed him the other day in his Eulogy at the Church, being the “Lord Denning of Seychelles”. To a common man, Justice Sauzier was a very friendly and warm human being. He was very humble, generous, compassionate and a religious person. He was always polite and understanding. He would always help out young lawyer, or someone with a hopeless case before him, and with regard to both of these aspects, I can speak of my own experiences with him.

I was a young Barrister. That was in early 1980s. As a beginner I was shy; and nervous especially, when I appeared before the great Justices in the Appellate Courts. During my salad days in the Bar I was always anxious to win - to win my case. No longer now that I am a judge. Now, the tension is gone. But, the anxiety still remains; not to win any case but to do right and win Justice. Be that as it may, I remember clearly, it was in July 1985. I had the case of Louis Vs. Central Stores Limited before the Court of Appeal. I believe, it was my second case if am not mistaken, before the Seychelles Court of Appeal. In those days there were only four chambers of advocates in private practice. I was appearing for the appellant and Mr. Kieran Shah (now Learned Senior Counsel) was for the respondent. The great Attorney Mr. Phillip Boullé, (who was an inspiring Learned Friends of mine then) was providing instructions and advice from South Africa on that particular brief. I told him that the case appeared to be hopeless. I suppose he also had known that fact, as he was the one, who did research and had compiled the points for my arguments. When he asked me about the bench that was to hear the matter, I told him with some trepidation that Justice Sauzier was presiding. Mr. Boullé promptly gave me some confidence by telling that “Justice Sauzier is a good, understanding Judge. He is very courteous and will help a beginner even when you have a hopeless case. I just assumed they were just empty words of consolation and remained very nervous of what lay before me. As I argued the case that day before the Court of Appeal, I found that Mr. Boullé’s statement was indeed, true. Justice Sauzier had seen the facts of the case in a different light. And he interpreted the law differently for the ends of justice. This neither I nor Mr. Boullé had ever thought of. I was pleasantly confused and surprised when I learnt that I had won that appeal, which was later reported in the Commonwealth Law Reports 1987. Not only had Justice Sauzier helped beginners, but he had also laid down new perspectives in our Law of Contract in that particular case. It was indeed, selected by the Hon. Mr. Justice Bhagwati (formerly the Chief Justice of India) on the Editorial Board, to be published in the International Law Reports. I was amazed of Justice Sauzier’s exceedingly sharp legal intellect driven by his heart of gold.

Justice Sauzier is no Nostradamus, but I would not chalk it up to a simple, strange coincidence, that even in the 1970s, he had identified that drug offences were going to be the biggest threat to our society in future. His foresight, bordering on clairvoyance, can be seen in his pronouncements through the judgment in Republic vs Payet Criminal Appeal No: 15, SLR 1972. Justice Sauzier, while he was then the Judge of the Supreme Court, proclaimed it a Principle of Sentencing Policy that mandatory imprisonment ought to be imposed for all drug-offences. Besides, he went on to rule and set it as a case law that the said principle shall be binding not only on Magistrates Courts but also on the Supreme Courts. What a phenomenal prospective overruling! This bold and prophetic decision of Justice Sauzier in fact, paved the way for the State subsequently to enact mandatory penal provisions for drug related offences.
Justice Sauzier was a Prometheus who gave us the light to see, that we have a strong and independent justice delivery system with its indigenous jurisprudence, values, customs and tradition for the efficient and effective administration of Justice. He was a great judge with remarkable legal acumen in the jurisprudence of both the common law and the civil law. He molded together their best parts combining the law, equity and good conscience and introduced them into our very own Seychellois jurisprudence. His plea to us during his lifetime, was to simply keep the path to justice clear of all obstructions that would impede it. It is our solemn duty to nurture it, strengthen it and let it grow for posterity. That is the greatest honour we, the people in the legal and judicial fraternity can do for him. 
For the fire that he gave to mankind, Prometheus was reprimanded by the gods, by being chained to a rock. Death had to make a herculean effort to break the shackles that held Justice Sauzier to this earth. Now, he is freed. Though he has gone, there still remains his stardom of light twinkling through many pages of the Seychelles Law Reports.

His demise is an irreparable and irreplaceable loss to all of us. The void it has left is significant. It is true that we realize the value of something only after we have lost it, and perhaps, sadly, that is also true of people as well. A man’s full and true worth is realized only after he has left us.

I would like to thank each and every one of you for having come here today to share in the loss of our beloved Justice Sauzier and help us celebrate his remarkable life, which was so complete and fulfilling. On behalf of all the staff and members of the Judiciary and on behalf of the Chief Justice Egonda-Ntende and on my own behalf, I would like to record our deep felt loss and heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family. We will always cherish his memories and remember him for everything he has bequeathed us. Thank you all for your kind indulgence.
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