With the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations, General Assembly in 1948, the importance of Human Rights Education has been growing in the world. It received further impetus after the observance of UN Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995 - 2004. 

The National Human Rights Commission has been making efforts to spread human rights literacy among various sections of society as per its mandate under Section 12(h) of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. In order to promote 'Human Rights Education', the Commission in 2007 brought out two modules 'Human Rights Education at the University and College Levels' and 'Module on Human Rights Education for Teaching Professionals Imparting Education in Primary, Secondary, Higher Secondary Levels'. However, the situation of human rights education and the education system in the country appeared to be far from satisfactory. 

Therefore, the NHRC initiated a dialogue with the Ministry of Human Resource Development and other institutions to pursue the matter of human rights education at various levels of schooling. It also undertook an in-house study to assess the level of human rights education at the school level. 

The study revealed that human rights education is not taught as a separate subject. The NCERT and the SCERTs have integrated human rights concepts in various subjects from the primary level to the senior secondary level. A questionnaire was also devised and sent to all the States/UTs to indicate the steps being taken by them to promote human rights education in schools. 

The Commission also took the initiative to look into the human rights education model curriculum development by the UGC at the university level. 

Two task forces were constituted to develop modules on Human Rights Education for school education and module for University Education. In order to further evolve these modules, five regional conferences were organized by the Commission in Goa, Cochin, Gadhi Nagar, Hyderabad and Jaipur during 2006-2007 to obtain inputs from all stakeholders. Finally a National Consultation on 'Incorporating human rights education in school and university education system was held on the 6th July, 2007 at New Delhi. 

The NHRC recently requested the Vice-Chancellors of various Universities and Chief Secretary/Administrators of all States and Union Territories to apprise it of the current status of human rights education in their universities and school run by different education boards and the steps taken in this regard. 
In order to bring about uniformity in imparting human rights education through out the country in schools, colleges and universities, the Commission has decided to convene a one-day National Conference on Human Rights Education on the 14th December, 2014.

The main objectives of the conference will be:

i) Find ways to sensitize schools and universities about the need for human rights education;
ii) Discuss ways in which schools, colleges and universities can play an important role in promoting human rights education;
iii) Discuss the need for development of new modules and methodology for imparting human rights education theoretically as well as practically;
iv) Human rights education promotion among students of courses/streams in which reach of this education is otherwise difficult; and
v) Sharing of best experiences in the field of human rights training and education.
