
Legal education of india in 21st century –

opportunities and challenges

1. INTRODUCTION
Legal Education is essentially a multi-disciplined, multi-purpose education which can develop the human resources and idealism needed to strengthen the legal system .A lawyer, a product of such education would be able to contribute to national development and social change in a much more constructive manner.  Legal Education shall meet the growing demands of the legal service market. Globalization shall be borne in mind and lawyers skilled in dealing with different legal systems and cultures created. Emphasis shall be on theoretical as well as practical skills to match the requirements of expanding world of legal practice. Legal skills including negotiation, research, counseling, advocacy, research publications, analysis of judicial decisions shall be imparted. Law teacher are required to be good and that depends on the quality of higher legal education in the country. Vision of legal education is to ensure justice oriented legal education to contribute to the realization of values enshrined in the Constitution of India. Legal education must inculcate the need to observe the highest standards of professional ethics and a spirit of public service. Legal Education shall be broad based, multi disciplinary, multi functional and contextual. The creation of new breed of lawyer depends itself on the creation of a new teacher. All curricular revision ought to be guided by one basic criterion viz. whether current doctrine and practice in particular areas of law serve to promote basic democratic values. The promotion of these values matters more than anything else; the heart of the matter is not re-christening of courses but the changing of aim and emphasis. Among other things, the new law teachers must take plain. Law is conceived to be a process of dispute settlement, the law teacher must emphasis to students that such settlements ought properly to be assessed in terms of whether or not they accord with the democratic objectives of authoritative community policy. In attempting to guide students towards the realization of basic democratic values, law teachers must themselves demonstrate scholarly commitment to self-enlightenment, for it is only through analysis, clarification and exposure of their own values and prejudices that they might diminish their own danger to students.
2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
HISTORICALLY, When India gained its independence in 1947, its legal profession and legal teaching were thus not able to play the role they ought, by Western standards, to have played. The politician, the economist, and the engineer were expected to remake the society. The law was to assist in the form

of public law and administrative law, but private law and the legal profession claimed only a small and marginal role in social change. Since independence, the situation has deteriorated further. India, with its mixed economy and its significant planning efforts, makes extensive use of laws and of regulations. Administration, however, is largely in the hands of bureaucrats in whose recruitment legal training does not carry significant weight except for specifically legal jobs; the role of the legal profession as a whole is ordinarily restricted to giving advice after trouble develops. India's elaborate written constitution, as applied to a diverse society in rapid change, would seem to require a wise and effective legal profession, but the flow of talent into the profession had declined. Before independence the lawyer had enjoyed some degree of self-determination, had frequently been educated abroad--usually in England--, and was often prominent in the independence movement. As foreign exchange became scarce, India had to rely increasingly on domestic legal education. Moreover, neither the economic rewards of the profession, nor its social standing, nor the perceived opportunities for contributing to the new and better India were such as to attract capable young men to law. India today presents the paradox--one frequently encountered in the contemporary world-of a society that makes extensive use of laws but lacks a legal profession that understands law as an instrument of economic and social architecture. Legal education was imparted in India in law departments of universities where courses were taught as three-year programs after under-graduation resulting in the award of an LLB degree. Legal education and its importance to establish a rule of law society did not receive any serious priority or attention in these universities, although due to the sheer motivation of students themselves the departments were successful in producing many of the brightest lawyers and some of the best academics in the country. Over the years, there has been a considerable degeneration of academic standards within these law departments with little scope for innovation in the design of courses, development of appropriate teaching modules, formulation of research agenda including undertaking of research projects, and also the promotion of advocacy in lawyering. The departments also suffered from lack of independence and institutional autonomy as they were within the university system whose priorities did not always match. As a result, the ability to attract serious students with a passionate commitment to study law in all its ramifications dramatically reduced.
                                                                                             There is no doubt that the establishment of the national law schools starting with the National Law School of India University (NLSIU) in Bangalore successfully challenged this institutionalized mediocrity and succeeded in attracting serious students to the study of law. In fact, the study of law has received better attention among high school leavers in the country with the introduction of five-year integrated programs. This has brought up new issues relating to pedagogy and approach to undergraduate studies for imparting legal education for high school leavers. The national law schools that have been established in Bangalore, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Bhopal, and Jodhpur have all contributed in their own ways toward promoting excellence in legal education and research, particularly by attracting some of the brightest students to consider law as a preferred career option. But where these schools face significant challenges is in attracting faculty members who are top researchers in the field of law and can combine sound teaching methods with established track records of research. The lack of researchers in law schools have led to the absence of an intellectually vibrant environment. 

                                                                                                            Research can contribute significantly toward improvement in teaching and, more importantly, addressing numerous challenges relating to law and justice. If one were to look at the faculty profile of the world’s top law schools, one will find that there is great emphasis on research and publications among academics. Besides teaching, they contribute in significant ways by initiating and developing research projects, by professional contributions to international organizations, law firms and corporations, and by playing an important role in government policy formulation and promoting civil society activism. Law schools and academics in India need to go a long way in developing an institutional culture that promotes research that has the capacity to foster many positive changes in society. 

                                                   Spiritually, it is believed that the life on the earth is regulated by the laws of the Lord or the Divinity. It is 'rule of law', that draws the essential difference between human society and animal world. It is the legal education that plays an important role in promoting social justice. Law professionals are characterized as 'Social engineers'. Law as a profession and legal education as a discipline was not a popular choice of the students in India prior to the introduction of five year law course, most of the students who performed well in their Intermediate Education aspired to study medicine, engineering, computers, business management and accounting. Unlike India, the situation prevalent in England, America and in many other developed countries is convincingly different. The admissions to law schools in these parts of the world are highly competitive. In the present era of information capitalism, economic liberalization and WTO, legal profession in India has to cater to the needs of a new brand of legal consumer/client namely the foreign companies or collaborations. In the changed scenario, the additional roles by law professionals to play are that of policy planner, business advisor, negotiator among interest groups, experts in articulation and communication of ideas, mediator, lobbyist, law reformer etc. Due to expanding role of law professionals our curriculum should be enriched with all interdisciplinary courses which are must to produce the competent law professionals of 4th generation.
An Overview: It is the legal education that plays an important role in promoting social justice. Education or awareness of laws, characterize the lawyers as 'Social engineers'. 
              A SUMMARY OF LEGAL EDUCATION IS BEING PRESENTED BELOW

                                               LEGAL EDUCATION


                   TRADITIONAL                                                  MODERN

          LL.B 3YEAR COURSE                              5 YEAR INTEGRATED COURSE


NORMALLY    LAWYER          P.S.U            CORPORATE           LAWYER            P.S.U
     90%              5%                5%                ASSIGNMENT 80%       15%                  5%

                                  M.N.C LEGAL FIRMS                   INDIAN LEGAL FIRMS
                                             85%                                             15%

P.S.U ( public sector undertaking jobs (as legal officers, banks , oil companies ,air lines etc)
--SUMMARY OF LEGAL EDUCATION—
_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. Current Scenario of Higher Legal Education in India
 

            The quality and style of Indian legal education that was prevailing in the first fifty years was unsatisfactory. So obviously it did not attract first-class minds as students or as teachers. Facilities, including the all-important library, are poor and not properly maintained. The Indian law teacher had to cope with a low salary and a heavy teaching load; fifteen to eighteen hours a week are normal for full-time lecturers. Where as, if a good hard working student works for 5-7years in a High Court or other court he earns a good handsome amount at the end of the month. There is no established tradition of legal scholarship as an integral part of a teacher's life and duties. On the other hand these teach could not participate in different projects as an advisor to guide them legally. Indeed, with the heavy teaching load and inadequate library facilities, such a tradition could hardly be supported. Many law colleges have only a couple of full-time teachers; the rest are part-time (which tends to mean no-time except for the classroom hours).1 Matters are considerably better on the LL.M. level. There the student body is much smaller. The failure rate remains high, but a larger percentage of the students are interested, and some work reasonably hard. The instruction is also better. The few first rated Indian law teachers tend to put forth their best efforts with LL.M. classes.2 Situation in the last ten years has worsened. Higher legal education in terms of LL.M., M.Phil and Ph.D. degrees have lost whatever little credibility that was there in the earlier period. none of the higher legal education institutions and degrees of our country  have the international reputation and standing.
 

            Scene of legal education at undergraduate level has changed to a very considerable extent with emergence of National Law Universities and some State Law Universities. But the situation in higher legal education has not changed much even in these law universities. Legal literacy in its purest definition is “the elementary knowledge of law and information about the legal processes and not explicitly the in-depth advocacy.”
 

The facts and figures which present the literacy rate in India are futile unless the subject is aware of the basic legal knowledge.  Such legal literacy should also be popularized amongst the youth in order to safeguard the society against the atrocities of the executive without which all rights and information would only be a set of feckless text.  The drooping  in the level of the Indian civil society can be particularly accounted for as one of the reasons for condensing parameters  of the legal literacy. A legal-literate person knows about his rights-duties, his claim and privileges and all needed information to fight the unwanted supremacy of the Executive in the country. I would like to exemplify the fact with a short personal incident- A group of people devoid of legal knowledge were adamant on not getting a bail order from the Magistrate but to bribe the Police officials to postpone his arrest under the influence that the thanedaar is more powerful than the Court!! Seems funny but not to them who are staunch believers of the supremacy of the police and not of the law. And when we look into this embarrassing issue, we strongly feel that independence has not yet been achieved by the real  Indian. It has delimited itself only to the Parliament and the high-offices and has been curtailed by the Government to reach the common Indian. 
______________________________________________________________

1 78 Harv. L. Rev. 1180, Harvard Law Review, April, 1965 Comment , LAW AND LEGAL EDUCATION IN INDIA: SOME OBSERVATIONS by Arthur Taylor von Mehren
2 Dyutimoy Mukherjee, LAW SCHOOLS AND LEGAL EDUCATION IN INDIA, http://works.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=dyutimoy_mukherjee

Because India is not build up with the bureaucrats who sit in their air-conditioned offices but the farmers and the common man who choose them.  Hence the need of the hour is to strengthen the basic legal knowledge amongst the masses. The dropout rate in India for elementary education is 61 out of 100 which in common language means that for every  100 children admitted in class 1st only 39 complete their elementary education and reach the secondary education strata i.e. class 9th and the remaining 61 do not. The condition is worse in Bihar with 80.63%. Shockingly, only 3 crore youths in the age group of 14-18 years out of the total 12 crore could be admitted in higher education institutions in the last decade. When even the basic elementary education has failed to be imbibed amongst the majority of the Indians, it would be a deceit to expect wonders within years. Article 45 says “The State shall endeavor to provide, within a period of ten years from the commencement of this Constitution free and compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen years.”3 But to utter bitter surprise even after 60 glorious years of independence the MDM(Mid-Day Meal) and other such schemes are also not enchanting enough to  impart basic education leave behind legal education.

                                                                             It is this legal literacy which establishes a responsible civil society. Secondly, it clearly makes the subject assimilate the constitutional mechanism of the country. His rights and duties. The principles which he should follow. It is the most deadly weapon against the exploitation of the individual, society, sect or gender. Legal Literacy are the reins which control the Government in a country. People with better legal knowledge are not only advanced in their minds but also confident in their actions. Thus the objective of the Education Ministry and the Human Resource Development Ministry should focus on providing primary legal education to every practical citizen apart from the Civics lessons taught in schools.  
3. Legal education in future 
 In many reputed Universities in US, UK and European countries, LL.M. if a one year course with lot of emphasis on self learning, presentation of seminars, work papers and projects. It is high time that such system is introduced in our country. Current examination-centric system should be changed into a learn-centric activity by promoting continuous evaluation system and internships in reputed law firms and other legal professional institutions. . LL.M. program is to be revised to include courses on legal and clinical education so that they will become effective law teachers after their post-graduation. They are required to work as teaching assistants in LL.B. class rooms under the supervision of the subject teacher as an integral part of their course. They are also required to work as clinical assistants in ILTCS to the Center Heads in supervising the clinical activities of the Centers in ILTCS. This is how LL.M. 
_____________________________________________________

3. constitution law of India D.D. BASU second edition 1980, pg-126 article 45
program is reformed to be more vigorous and effective as against the present LL.M. program, which is a mere extension of traditional LL. B. programme focusing on the detailed study in one or two subjects.
 

The Law Universities may offer one year LL.M. trimester programme in various branches of specializations. The courses shall be offered by the Law Universities only after making thorough spade work developing unitized curriculum, teaching methods, recruitment of expert faculty and good library and other infrastructure facilities required to operate law courses at the post graduate level. The areas of specialization for LL.M may include: Jurisprudence, Constitutional Law, International Law, Business and Trade Law, Intellectual Property Rights, Environmental Laws, Personal Laws, Criminal Laws, Labour Laws, Tax Laws and Secretarial Practice, Clinical and Legal Education, Human Rights, etc.
 

            Every branch of study shall contain a few core subject courses and the remaining specialized courses of study and a project work leading to submission of a dissertation. Core subjects that are common to all specializations may include 1. Law and Social Transformation in India; 2. Legislative and Judicial Process; 3. Social Science and Legal Research Methods and 4. Legal Education and Law Teaching. The fourth paper is a clinical legal education paper for LL.M. students. Students studying in LL.M. courses are required to work as teaching assistants in LL.B., Diploma and Certificate course classes as a part of course requirement. LL.M. programmed shall be based on unitized syllabi and shall be based on credit based grade system. Programmed shall be so organized that all the LL.M. students get sufficiently exposed to the teaching skills in general and teaching skills in legal education in particular and more specifically in their area of specialization. The aim of the Law University is to produce LL.M. graduates well equipped in teaching and research skills so that they are useful teachers and researchers and draftsmen of laws and legal documents in the institutions where they will be working. In the final semester of the course the students are required to prepare a dissertation on a topic chosen in consultation with the guide. Every branch of specialization has to focus on providing advanced level knowledge in the area of specialization concerned. A brief sketch of each specialization is given with the details to be worked at appropriate stage of launching of these programmers.
                                                       From legal education we get knowledge of different laws like jurisprudence it sharps and clear the concepts of lawyers and students of law. It helps in future when they enter in courts for proceedings 

 

 

1.Constitutional Law: LL.M. in Constitutional Law branch is aimed at providing advanced knowledge in the constitutional philosophy of the most important constitutions of the world, especially, British, American, Australian, Canadian, Swish, African, Russian and Indian. With the philosophical background of the important Constitutions of the world, the students are expected to make critical analysis of various aspects of Constitution such as the structure and features of Constitution, fundamental rights, directive principles of stats policy, federalism, center-state relations, structure of parliamentary and presidential form of government, Judiciary, amending the constitution, etc., with a comparative approach. A special reference has to be made to the Indian Constitution in the course of entire study so as to appreciate the merits and pitfalls in our Constitution.
2.Environmental law: students are required to address the problems of environmental pollution and consequent interference in the sustainable development across the globe and the legal measures taken at national, regional and international level through national legislations, regional and international treaties have to be critically analysed against the backdrop of the challenges new developments in the era of globalization as to the environment safety are seriously interfering with the human rights requirements of poor countries. A law that balances the requirements of environment safety with human sustenance in the underdeveloped world has to be very carefully analysed by the students in this course.
 

3. business and trade laws :  students in the legal concepts and institutions business and trade. Students have to make a focused study of the modern business and trade laws in the light of traditional concepts and institutions to assess and evaluate these things. The impact of globalization, liberalization and privatization on the laws relating to trade and business should be critically analysed. Specialized study of legal aspects of E-trade and E-commerce and business has to be taken up in this course.
4. Jurisprudence: LL.M. in Jurisprudence is aimed at providing a deep knowledge in the philosophy of law so as to provide the insight into the very basic tenets and precepts of law. The students are required to make a deep and penetrating study into the nature and value of jurisprudence, various theories and schools of thought that have attempted to define what is law with a critical outlook, sources of law that are traditional and sources of law that are modern, development of law through institutions other than legal institutions, impact of globalization on the legal institutions and concepts as well as law making process, fundamental legal concepts as developed by various jurists including Prof. Hohfeld and critique on these concepts, other legal concepts and critique on each one of these concepts, comparative jurisprudence, law and social change, etc. There should be components specifically dealing with the Indian aspects of jurisprudence such as raja dharma, nyaya shasthra, neeti shastra, Karma, kayaka, etc. The main thrust has to be to develop the mental frame that is required to analyse the jurisprudential material in the most systematic manner.
 5.Intellectual Property Rights: students studying LL.M. in Intellectual Property Rights are expected to be equally conversant with traditional aspects such as copyrights, trademarks, industrial secrets, designs and patents and modern developments in these areas. They should study the new ones like geographical indications, protection of plant varieties, integrated circuit designs, traditional knowledge patents, domain names, etc., and study all these types of properties in the light of moral and ethical questions some of these have raised and possible legal solutions to the challenges thrown open by these new developments.
 

6.Tax Laws and Secretarial Practice: LL.M. Programme in tax laws is aimed at equipping the students studying this course with all the knowledge necessary to take up the profession of tax practice at advanced level in corporate sector. The students will be trained in all kinds of tax laws including income tax, wealth tax, central and state sales tax, value added tax, estate duty, stamp duty, customs and excise duties, etc. The students are expected to study these laws with a critical outlook to of their effect on the society, reasons for evasion of tax, ways and means of dealing with such evasion, rationality of certain taxes, rationalization of tax structure, avoidance of multiple taxing, etc.
7. Human Rights: LL.M. in Human Rights and Humanitarian Laws is aimed at providing systematic knowledge in the national, regional and international law relating to it. The human rights institutions have to be critically and their functioning has to be critically analysed so as to find out the efficacy and relevance of these institutions in the modern world. Challenges faced by human rights institutions in the wake of developments such as state sponsored human right violations, violation human rights of foreigners, refugees, personnel enjoying immunity, etc., have to be critically looked into. Impact of globalization and exponential scale development of intellectual property rights regime upon the human rights have to be carefully studied by the students. Strategies to protect the basic human rights against the onslaughts on them must be systematically prosecuted by the students in their studies. Art.21 right to life.

Case- maneka Gandhi v/s union of india. 4
8.Personal Laws: India being a multi-religious country wedded to secularism, students studying this course have to develop the perspectives that are necessary to study personal laws of Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists. Laws relating property inheritance and succession, adoption, marriage, divorce, maintenance,, etc., should be comparatively studied with a view to appreciate the underlying common principles of law upon which new regime of uniform principles of law governing the personal laws can be constructed. This course should be studied with more critical, analytical and research orientation to make these laws relevant to the contemporary times. Rationalization of personal laws and identification of reasonable bases for the sustenance of these has to be the prime consideration of the students while undergoing this programme.
__________________________________________________

4. maneka v/s U.O.I, A 1978 S.C 597 (PARA .77)
 

9.International Law: Students studying LL.M. in International Law are supposed to study in depth basic principles on which international law is founded, emerging trends in international law in view of globalization, impact of globalization on the traditional concepts of state sovereignty and domestic jurisdiction principles and the UNO, branches of international law like air and space law, transnational economic and trade law, WTO and GATT agreements,  Cyber Law, international relations, international terrorism, environment and sustainable development, etc. students are expected to study all concepts, doctrines and standards of international law in a critical manner so as to assess and determine the efficacy of those things in contemporary international scenario.
 

10.Criminal Laws: This is an area which is growing in alarming propositions. Students are expected to study the basic principles of criminal law, different branches and types of criminal laws that have emerged over a period of time, increase in the crime rate and the efficacy or otherwise of criminal laws, emergence of new regimes of crimes and the challenges thrown by them to the criminal law are to be critically analysed by the students. Special emphasis has to be given to the organized crimes, terrorism, state sponsored terrorism, etc., and comparison of punishment on Benthamite philosophy has to be very carefully prosecuted to provide firm foundation to the criminal laws against the background of criminal jurisprudence.
11. Clinical Legal Education: this is one area that is fast emerging as a specialization at Masters level in many countries. The main aim of this course is to develop specialists in clinical legal education. The students are trained in the skills of handling students at undergraduate level and providing them the necessary inputs in developing skills of conducting legal clinics, client counseling, providing legal aid services, legal literacy activities, skills of obtaining documents from different agencies on behalf of clientele, portfolio management, etc. the scheme of the study in this course has to be carefully worked after consulting the experts in the field.           Article 21 –legal aid etc.
 
12.Labour Laws: LL.M. in Labour Laws is aimed at providing in depth knowledge to the students in the traditional legal institutions in the field like resolution of industrial conflicts, trade unions, factories legislations, rules governing employees, bonus, wages and their payment, etc. in addition the students have to be study the relevance of many of these laws and changes effected in these laws due to the emerging trends in global economic system. Security to the workmen in the wake of privatization of the industry and underlying dangers to the labour class has to be critically analyzed to find proper alternatives in legal systems. Legal solutions to the contract employment, hire and fire concept, restriction on free flow of unskilled labour, restrictions of health tests as impediments, etc., must be studies in a systematic manner. A new concept of labour force or work force as a treasure of the society to be protected is to be analyzed with the aid of some traditional concepts such as work is worship and revalidate the traditional concepts in the wake of the dangers of their complete destruction bringing in irresolvable difficulties to the mankind as a whole. changing business environment is incorporating suitable trade union amendment to facilitate harmony between management and trade union.
                                                                                  In the above paragraphs only outlines of LL.M. programs is given. The detailed curriculum along with the teaching methods to be adopted and the system of conducting the course will have to be worked out in detail by each center of excellence at the appropriate point of time with the assistance of expert faculty members from different universities from India and abroad.
5. Importance and regulation of Legal Education in Indian perspective

Legal study promotes accuracy of the expression, facility in arguments and skill in interpreting the written words, as well as some understanding of social values. So 'Law act as the cementing material of society and an essential medium of social change. A well administered and socially relevant legal education is a sine qua non for a proper dispensation of justice. Giving legal education a human face would create cultured law abiding citizens able to serve as professionals and not merely as business men. 

The quality and standard of legal education acquired at the law school is reflected through the standard of Bar and Bench and consequently affects the legal system. The primary focus of law schools should be to identify the various skills that define a lawyer and then train and equip its students with requirements of the fast growing field of law. It is pivotal duty of everyone to know the law. Ignorance of law is not innocence but a sin which cannot be excused. Thus, legal education is imperative not only to produce good lawyers but also to create cultured law abiding citizens, who are inculcated with concepts of human values, legal ethics and human rights. 

The Constitution of India basically laid down the duty of imparting education on the states by putting the matter pertaining to education in List II of the Seventh Schedule. But it now forms part of List III, giving concurrent legislative powers to the Union and the States. Legal profession along with the medical and other professions also falls under List III (Entry 26). However, the Union is empowered to co-ordinate and determines standards in institutions for higher education or research and scientific and technical institutions besides having exclusive power, inter alia, pertaining to educational institutions of national importance, professional, vocational or technical training and promotion of special studies or research.
Empowered by the Constitution to legislate in respect of legal profession, Parliament enacted the Advocates Act, 1961, which brought uniformity in the system of legal practitioners in the form of Advocates and provided for setting up of the Bar Council of India and State Bar Councils in the States. Under clause (h) of sub-sec (1) of Sec.7 of the Advocates Act, 1961 the Bar Council of India has power to fix a minimum academic standard as a pre-condition for commencement of a studies in law . Under clause (i) of sub-sec (1) of Sec. 7, the Bar Council of India is also empowered "to recognize Universities whose degree in law shall be taken as a qualification for enrolment as an advocate and for that purpose to visit and inspect Universities" . The Act thus confers on the Bar Council power to prescribe standards of legal education and recognition of law degrees for enrolment of persons as Advocates. The University Grants Commission has in the course of time evinced interest in improving legal education and has taken various steps towards that end, through adequate funding, creation of senior posts and other means.

I . Modernization of legal education in India

Law as a profession and legal education as a discipline was not a popular choice of the students in India prior to the introduction of five year law course. Unlike India, the situation prevalent in England, America and in many other developed countries is convincingly different. The admissions to law schools in these parts of the world are highly competitive. In the changed scenario, the additional roles by law professionals envisaged are that of policy planner, business advisor, negotiator. legal profession in India has to cater to the needs of a new brand of legal consumer/client namely the foreign companies 

II . Necessary modification required by law Schools

The law schools are required to make strategic plans that set out a clear vision of justice delivery and also address the emerging realities of the market. Goal of the law schools should be to build a 'system of legal education' that:
1.  Encourage Clinical training: 'Justice' must become central to the law curriculum and community-based learning must give the desired value orientation in the making of a lawyer. This concept of justice education in the field of legal education means that the law school curriculum should entail certain programs like Lok Adalats, Legal Aid & Legal Literacy , Para-legal training and moot courts.

2. Personal Characteristics: Lawyers, solicitors, legal executives all need good intellectual ability, the ability to assimilate and analyze facts quickly. Law students must the law to the situation under scrutiny.
3  Encourage proficiency in languages: Command over spoken and written language, effective oral skills, diction and extensive reading. Knowledge of a foreign language is important to be a lawyer in the global economy. Law students should be provided with the opportunity to learn a foreign language of their choice.

4.   Develop a critical outlook: Law teachers should switch over to what is called as 'comparative method of teaching'. The law students should be mobilized to evaluate the existing or prospective laws, and required amendments.

The complementary teaching methodology of learning by doing and the conventional classroom teaching, through the law school clinics , help in developing the advocacy skills in the law students. 'Mock' trials and Moot court competitions, structured as court trial; client interviewing and counseling sessions; legal research; editing of law journals; legal drafting and conveyance; court visits etc. in the curriculum is one of the ideal ways to facilitate performance based education. It is a means of improving in students the basic skills such as the skills of critical thinking, presentation skills, participation skills, the skills to work as a team, the leadership quality, in addition to the boost in students knowledge of law.5 In this context many moot courts are organized by different colleges like k.c memorial , k.k. luthra delhi , nliu Bhopal , GIMC gandhinagar etc competitions are facilitating value based education to the future legal petitioners.  

                                                     Promotes acquaintance with new technological means: Law schools and universities should be able to provide e-courses on the shelves. The teachers should put course materials on the Web, conduct on-line tests/assignments and grade students. Web-sites can lead learners to virtual class-rooms. Teachers and students should be oriented to look at the Web as an information provider.
                                                                       Legal education is an investment, which if wisely made will produce most beneficial results for the nation and accelerate the pace of development. These are few suggestions for achieving a country for which we dream every day and night. The legal Education and the profession have to care for the “invisible man”. The Advocate has to become socially more relevant and technically very sound if he has to survive and serve the needs of the society in the 21st Century.6
____________________________________________________________

5. http://www.lawyersclubindia.com/articles/Legal-Education-in-Indian-Perspective-2105.asp
6  Dr. Ranbir Singh , Director ,NALSAR, “Reforms in Legal Education and Legal Profession in India” Andhra Law Times 1998 (6) 95 : 15-18

6.OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES.
The present age Legal Education in India is not satisfactory. It requires medical changes. The law in an instrument of change. It plays a very important role in the reconstruction of the society; our Constitution has given guarantee to its citizen’s social, economic and political justice. Challenges in legal profession are fast changing with the advent of 5 years integrated courses, the MNC’s offer for corporate legal employment has be opened widely. Very handsome package is being offered to NLU pass outs. These fresher’s discard the other options, drying up options of becoming a bright lawyer. The Directive Principles of State Policy as enshrined in the Constitution of India, attempt to transform society, social economic and political aspirations of the people have changed. 

1. Better Placements - From the legal educations it gives a good placements in corporate world if the students are selected in placements by MNC’s then they students are known as the king of corporate world because they get 3-4 lakhs per months. So through legal educations people get better placement its an opportunities  .we have to grab those opportunities.  
2.Useful For Developing Countries - Through legal education many peoples are made lawyers , law teachers , judge etc it helps in developing country because our india is developing country. So legal education are helpful for developing countries to developed countries                                                 
3 Inevitable - We are governed by Law; therefore, a change in the system of legal education has become inevitable. We in India still cherish and nourish that very education system which was established by Britons in India.

3. Institutes Followed Traditional Path - Judges, Lawyers and Law teachers could not change basic postulates of common law. They do not play any role in the formulation of policies, law colleges and universities perennially followed traditional path.

4 Social Sciences -We want Jurists of eminence and judges of repute. Since law is one of the social sciences, therefore, the study of history politics, economics and sociology should be liked with the study of law. It is desirable that basic knowledge of the language should be imported to law students. The study of law along with social sciences and language shall improve legal education.
5. New Vision To Lawyers -  It shall be having new vision to lawyers and Jurists; Language is the life of Law. The scientific knowledge of language is essential for every student of Law. Unfortunately our students know very little about the languages.

6. Organise Moot Courts - Lectures delivered by teachers should be supported by important cases. The basic concept of law should be thought. Moot courts are very important for legal education. Standard and cheap books should be published by the proper authorities.

7. Seminars And Tutorials - Admission in law classes should be according to standard of the student’s group discussion, seminars and tutorials are also useful for the proper understanding of law proper arrangements for the courts visits and practical training to the law student will be very helpful to the prospective lawyers.

	Legal education was imparted in India in law departments of universities where courses were taught as three-year programmes after under-graduation resulting in the award of an LL.B degree. Legal education and its importance to establish a rule of law society did not receive any serious priority or attention in these universities, although due to the sheer motivation of students themselves the departments were successful in producing many of the brightest lawyers and some of the best academics in the country. Over the years, there has been a considerable degeneration of academic standards within these law departments with little scope for innovation in the design of courses, development of appropriate teaching modules, formulation of research agenda including undertaking of research projects, and also the promotion of advocacy in lawyering. The departments also suffered from lack of independence and institutional autonomy as they were within the university system whose priorities did not always match. As a result, the ability to attract serious students with a passionate commitment to study law in all its ramifications dramatically reduced culminating in institutionalized mediocrity in law faculties across the country. 

                                                                      There is no doubt that the establishment of the national law schools starting with the National Law School of India University (NLSIU) in Bangalore successfully challenged this institutionalized mediocrity and succeeded in attracting serious students to the study of law. In fact, the study of law has received better attention among high school leavers in the country with the introduction of five-year integrated programs. This has brought up new issues relating to pedagogy and approach to undergraduate studies for imparting legal education for high school leavers. The national law schools that have been established in Bangalore, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Bhopal, and Jodhpur have all contributed in their own ways toward promoting excellence in legal education and research, particularly by attracting some of the brightest students to consider law as a preferred career option. But where these schools face significant challenges is in attracting faculty members who are top researchers in the field of law and can combine sound teaching methods with established track records of research. The lack of researchers in law and absence of due emphasis on research and publications in the existing law schools have led to the absence of an intellectually vibrant environment. 

                                                                                    Research can contribute significantly toward improvement in teaching and, more importantly, addressing numerous challenges relating to law and justice. If one were to look at the faculty profile of the world’s top law schools, one will find that there is great emphasis on research and publications among academics. Besides teaching, they contribute in significant ways by initiating and developing research projects in cutting edge areas, by professional contributions to international organizations, law firms and corporations, and by playing an important role in government policy formulation and promoting civil society activism. Law schools and academics in India need to go a long way in developing an institutional culture that promotes and encourages research that has the capacity to foster many positive changes in society at large.7.
Following are some of the challenges facing legal education in the country:

1.Examination System Is Defective - The examination system of our universities is defective. It is illusion. It is out dated and obsolete. It is hardly test or examination. Legal Education requires special attention in the present context. Law classes are overcrowded. There should be transparency in  examinations and as well as  in results. So its challenge to the legal education that the uniformity should bring in examinations as well as results.

_____________________________________________________

7. http://www.lawyersclubindia.com/articles/Improving-legal-education-in-India-202.asp
2. Physical infrastructure and financial resources:

The law schools in India have to recognize that there is a need for creating sound physical infrastructure. There should be more funds for this and for developing research projects and other initiatives to encourage faculty members. Generally, the infrastructure of the national law schools is better than what exists in the law departments of traditional universities. Improvement in infrastructure should be across the board, including in universities which still produce most of the law graduates. University campuses should be places that can inspire students and the faculty so that they are involved in reflecting upon the various problems that confront society. Academic freedom to think and contribute cannot be ensured if universities lack the necessary physical infrastructure and financial resources.
3. Financial Assistance - A minimum court attendance should also be fixed along with their subjects of law students. A minimum financial assistance should also be provided by Bar Council of India to the poor as well as to the intelligent law students. There is birth of law teachers, the Bar council of India could not properly regulates legal education. The resolution passed by bar council of India is not implemented. Law classes in our country have become index of unemployment.

4. Need for developing philanthropic initiatives: 

Philanthropy in legal education is rare. It by and large remains a state-sponsored Endeavour or an unimpressive commercial enterprise devoid of high academic standards. There is an urgent need for encouraging philanthropic initiatives in promoting excellence in legal education and research in the country. Recently, the National Knowledge Commission (NKC) constituted by the Union Government in 2005 submitted its first annual report. Legal education was one of the focus areas; among the different issues considered as part of the NKC’s consultations with law academics and practitioners were “methods of attracting and retaining talented faculty” and “developing a serious research tradition that is globally competitive.” The NKC report noted the following with regard to philanthropic contributions: “It is clear that we have not exploited this potential. In fact the proportion of such contributions in total expenditure on higher education has declined from more than 12 per cent in the 1950s to less than three per cent in [the] 1990s…” Philanthropy in legal education is essential for its growth and development. Every effort ought to be made by all stakeholders, including the law schools, the bar, the bench, the law firms and corporations for promoting philanthropic initiatives in legal education and research.
5. Only Theoretical Knowledge – as we all know that in the 21st century the 5 year law course is introduced so in this course teachers and guider give much emphasis on the theoretical part of law. No practical knowledge is given by law teachers. When those students enter in the courts then there is a need of huge practical knowledge instead of theoretical knowledge. 
6. Hiring good teachers and researchers:

There is a need to fundamentally re-examine the context of legal education in the country. The present system does not sufficiently recognize the key problem with regard to legal education — lack of faculty members who are good teachers as well as sound researchers. There is need to identify talent among young lawyers so that they can be encouraged to consider academia as a career option. There is no doubt that poor financial incentives discourage many young and brilliant lawyers from considering a career in academia. It is important to address this issue as well. But there could be other factors where improvements and changes are feasible: such as career development opportunities within the law schools; development of research infrastructure including the resources to organize and participate in national and international conferences, and undertake serious research; a harmonious environment that fosters mutual respect; governance of the law schools in a transparent fashion; and, above all, faith in the leadership of the institution that excellence will not only be promoted as a general policy, but affirmative efforts will be taken to encourage and support excellence. 

                                                                                   Globalization and the changing dimensions of the Indian economy and polity have thrown up new challenges of governance. Rule of law in all its dimensions remains the single most important challenge the country is facing. The criminal and civil justice systems are under severe stress. The role of law schools in imparting legal education and developing lawyers who are rational thinkers and social engineers is central to the future of legal education and the development of a knowledge economy in India. This can be done only if the law schools are able to attract some of the best and the brightest lawyers to make a lifelong commitment to teaching, learning, and research so that they are able to inspire generations of students to work towards establishing a rule of law society in India
7. legal education in rural areas :
In present scenario the main challenge for legal education is that to teach the law who people lives in rural areas because they doesn’t know how to read  that’s why they are exploited by literate person and even they doesn’t know their rights which prevails in constitution of India .it’s a big challenge In front of legal education committees that how they spread the knowledge of legal education it’s a big challenge for everyone .
However, the pace of change towards improving the quality of legal education was watered down by the very same Bar Council through a series of compromises adopted in the course of the last two decades. These include 8 :
(a) Allowing the three-year LL.B. course to continue as before side by side with the five-year integrated program;

(b) Not following the distinction between professional and liberal legal education in categorizing the over 500 law teaching institutions for extending BCI jurisdiction;

(c) Reducing the eligibility criteria for admission to the professional law course; there is need to fix the age to get entered into a law college, like law school all other law colleges should fixed the maximum age with in 20years for the general category students 23years for a economically backward students.

(d) Inability to mobilize funds for supporting improvements in legal education, particularly among institutions located outside metropolitan cities; the institution situated outside the metro city is suffering from various problems due to lack of fund. They could not afford a good law library. They did not have the chance to get other facilities of the metros. They could not invite good faculty for these lack of fund. On the other hand all these good faculty prefers to stay in a Metro cities.

(e) Inability to revive the pre-enrolment apprenticeship scheme or any other viable alternative to ensure minimum professional competence on the part of fresh entrants to the profession; there is need for an Minimum criteria to enter in a bar otherwise it will turn in a mess. Bar counsel should make some regulation for the coming law students. This can be an entrance test, and whoso ever will be able to clear the test will be competent to enter in to the bar. There is need to learn all the technical details of this profession. Otherwise one can lose a case only on the technical ground. So there is need to work as assistance to a lawyer to realize and understand all the technical details and procedure. These selection of procedure should be done by the marks obtained in the entrance examination of Bar. So there will be no dispute in the student, that he did not get an fair opportunity to get a good lawyer to undergo the practical training. For this time period when a law student will undergo the training as assistance he will be given a scholarship by the bar to sustain.

(f) Inability to deter full-time teachers from practicing law and thereby depriving students of the benefit of services of these teachers; after completion of the course everyone had to go for the practical use of the law. So it is very important to know the practical situation from a person who is expert in that particular
_____________________________________________

8 N. R. Madhava Menon,Vice-Chancellor, W.B. National University of Juridical Sciences “Halting progress of legal education” http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/2001/10/23/stories/13230643.htm
field. In that case none but the practicing lawyer is the best teacher. On the other hand law papers like Criminal Procedure code, Indian Penal Code, Indian Evidence Act cannot be understood except practical knowledge and practices that are followed in the court

(g) Inability to provide any meaningful guidance for institutionalizing clinical teaching (of skills) and imparting education on professional ethics. Directions for change

(h) All the experts of a particular discipline should start detailed studies on that subject. In the recent years we saw Indian Institute of technology, Khargapur come out with new course on law related to Technology and Computers. No other institutions than IIT, IISc, ISI are the best in their respective field of Science and technology and statistic. So if they start to use their intellectuals in this field then the development in law will be the unimaginable. Like wise if the Business schools comes out with different law courses on the corporate management then it will be beneficial for the corporate law field.
So there are some articles which was published in TIMES OF INDIA they are as follows :-


HRD to update legal education system
August 10, 2009 | Akshaya Mukul , TNN
Legal education in the country is set for a major overhaul. HRD ministry has set up a 12-member 'Round Table on Legal Education' with a mandate to suggest how legal education could not only meet the requirements of the legal system but also the needs of trade, commerce and industry, society and governance as well as in areas of research. The 12-member committee will "advise and make recommendations" on transforming the legal education system especially "9
Call to improve legal education in India
December 17, 2001 | TNN
Legal education in India lags behind in adapting to the developments and experiments worldwide, andhrapradesh high court chief justice a r lakshamanan said on sunday. he was speaking at the inauguration of the website www.nalsarpro.org and the launch of the p g diploma in international humanitarian law for SAARC countries introduced by NALSAR university of law on sunday. "though the reasons for this could be many, for a country representing one sixth of the humanity10
7. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
 

            India needs a very vibrant and socially relevant legal education and professional institutions. This would be possible only when innovative steps are taken in higher legal education and research to make it globally relevant and prominent. Prof. APJ Abdul Kalam says, "What drives innovation in India? India has a unique blend of ingredients. We have a shortage of capital, so we have to be very innovative to stretch our limited capital. By and large, the general perception is that the government agencies are not able to deliver citizen services effectively, at any level, be it national, state, or regional. But fortunately, we have had democracy, so that individual citizens have been free to evolve local solutions for local problems. Until now our local innovations have not been able to spread outside India excepting in certain sectors such as pharmaceutical, Banking, IT Enabled Services, Software and Automobiles and recently the nano car. Now is the time, for all of us to work together to make Indian innovation to become globalized and have a worldwide impact."11  Improvement in the quality of higher legal education and legal research will go a long way in transforming India into a global knowledge power in the coming years.
                                                                                           Role of a Lawyer in a social welfare liberal democratic state is not an easy task for him, nor his profession. Profession, which obligates him a sense of social responsibility and expects from him to work towards social development not only filling his own purse or coffees but shouldering a joint or collective obligation to do justice in a society. Legal education is the basic, which only would create such responsible and responsive social lawyering. Every society has its contingent demands now need to be fulfilled by an instrument of law, which is purposive human enterprise. Therefore, quality legal education is to be imparted to ‘lawyers’ taking into account needs of society with the changing time is to be restructured and redefined objectives and resources as well as government aid, financial and institutional, is since qua non for its sustenance and to be utilized at optimum level. Effective reform in Indian legal education will require energy, imagination, and devotion; nor can such reform alone resolve the dilemma in which the Indian legal order finds itself. For the reasons discussed above, however, education seems the most favorable point of entry and offers greater leverage for productive change than reform at any other point in the legal order. But reform in legal education cannot succeed ultimately unless the Indian legal order as a whole moves in a complementary direction. One must hope that reforms and insights from an invigorated and reshaped legal education will help to stimulate movement in other ______________________________________________

11. http://www.abdulkalam.com logged on 27-2-2010
areas of law until, in due time, the several efforts will multiply and become self-reinforcing. If challenge determines response, the enormous challenges to Indian legal education and to the Indian legal profession should produce a tremendous effort to improve legal education. So much needs to be done even to understand the problem and to fashion for India the kind of legal order that she needs. India today requires superlative legal education much more than does the West because in India a far less viable balance is struck between the society's requirements and a reasonably effective exploitation of the law's potential for contributing to the meeting of those needs. Events are moving fast and reform in legal education cannot wait any longer. If it is moulded to sub serve the purpose of the society and to fulfill the current needs, our legal instructions will not only command respect but will also be able to play a vital role in the achievement of the common goal. Society is undergoing rapid transformation and the pace of change is likely to gather speed. In the context of change ahead, it will be important to devote thought on how to adopt our legal education to modern conditions so that the coming generation may fit in the new society that is envisaged.  Legal education is an investment, which if wisely made will produce most beneficial results for the
nation and accelerate the pace of development.12
12.  Dr. G.S. Pathak in Prof. S.K.Agarwal ed. “Legal Education in India, Problems & Perspectives” (1973) p. 2-3
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