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Ths following Act of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly received the assent 
of the Governor on the 29th November 2008 and is hereby published for 
general information:- 

ACT No. 56 OF 20108. 

An Act to make special provisions for Chennei Metropolitan Planning Area for a 
period of one year and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

WHEREAS, there had been rapid increase in the population owing to industrialization, 
migration and varlous other factors, putting pressure on land and infrastructure n the 
Chennai Metropolitan Planning Area leading to unauthorized developmenls which are not 
in conformity w~th the F~rst Master Plan for Chennai Metropolitan Planning Area in force, 
the Developmetit Colitrol Rules contained therein and tho building rules, regulations and 
bye laws; 

AND WHEREAS, the Government have constituted a conimittee headed by a retired 
Supreme Court Judge to look into all aspects of developments and to suggest necessary 
modifications to the Tamil Nadu Town and Country Planning Act, 1971 (To~ni Nodu Act 
35 of 1972): 

AND WHEREAS, it Is expected that the recommendations of the Committee aforesaid 
may involve substantial aniendments to the Tamil Nadu Tow1 and Country Planning Act, 
1971 (Tarnil Nadu Act 35 of 1972) and sonle with retrospective effect, and in particular 
to the provis.o~is relating to construction and use of the premises, thereby changing the 
position as obtaining now under the said Act; 

AND WHEREAS, Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority has prepared the Draft 
Master Plan I! for Chennai Metropolitan Planning Area, with the perspective year 2026 
h~eping in view the enierging new dimensions in urban development, which has been 
published for public objectic - ?nd suggestions giving time upto 31-8-2007. The Draft 
Second Master Plan after pub,rc consultation and modification as suggested by the 
Government was resubmitted to Government on 29th February 2008. The Governmenl 
have approved the said Draft Master Plan-ll for Chennai Alletropolitan Plannlng Area, 2026 
and the satlie has been published in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazefte, Extraordinary 
dated the 2nd September 2008. 

AND WHEREAS, a comprehen* ive policy for the improvement of slum areas and 
resettlemotit of the people in slum area-wherever necessary in the Chennai Metropolitan 
Planning Area is contemplated by the State Government; 

AND WHEREAS, a detailed study of the issues relating to unauthorized occupation 
by the vendors and hawkers in the public street is contemplated with a view to evolving 
a scheme for regulaling their activities in terms of the Master Plan II; 

AND WHEREAS, action for violalion of the provisions of the First Moster Plan for 
Chennai Metropolitan Planning Area in force and Development Control Rules contained 
therein, before a final vtew is taken In the matter by the Government may cause avoidal)le 
hardship and irreparable loss to a large number of people including small traders; 

AND WHEREAS, the Tamil Nadu Laws (Special Provisions) Ordinance, 2007 
(Tamil Nadu Ordinance 1 of 2007), which was replaced by the Tamil Nadu (Special 
Provisions) Act, 2007, (Tamil Nadu Act 39 of 2007) was challenged before the High 
Court of Madras, and it  was quashed by a Division Bench of the High Court of Madras; 

AND WHEREAS, tn Ihe Special Leave petitions filed before the Supreme Court of 
lndia against the above Judgement of High Court of Madras, quashing the above said 
Tamil Nadu Ordinance 1 of 2007 and the said Tamil Nadu Act 39 of 2007, the Supreme 
Court has ordered that status quo as on 14-12-2007 shall be maintained until further 
orders and the petitioners shall not pass any order of regularization in the meantime; 

AND WHEREAS, the validity of the sald Tamil Nadu Act 39 of 2007 is pending before 
the Supreme Court of lndia and the said Tamil Nadu Act 39 of 2007 would cease to 
operate from the 27th day of July 2008 
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AND WHEREAS Ilierca IS n need lo cnake provlslon.; lo tlr.;~l wrth ~ l~~vr ,~ l ro r ls  wtilc~ti 
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on the safety and transport ~ i i o b ~ l ~ t y  but at the same I~rrrc kccp~rtg 111 brc'w  tic! 5prrl ,111tl 

text of judlclal pronouncements, 
iadu Act set 

AND WHEREAS, the modern requirements of flre safety precaut~ons in commerc~al 
and shopplng centers should be gone through ttioroughly evolving a safety measure and 
to make provlslons to empower the plannlng author~ty su~tably, 

AND WHEREAS, the Government will requtre more ttrne to consrder the report of 
the committee headed by a retlred Supreme Court Judge and there 1s an urgent need 
for deferring enforcement actlon agalnst una~rthor~zud biirldrngs 

AND WHEREAS, the purpose and objective of the Tam11 Nadu Laws (Spec~al 
Provlslons) Act, 2007 has not been subsewed and ~t IS expedient to have a law to prov~de 
temporary rel~ef to the people of Chennal Metropol~tan Planning A ~ e a  against such actlor1 
for a per~od up to 26th July. 2W9 w~thln which varlous Issues referred to above to be 
f~nal~zed, 

AND WHEREAS, it 1s exped~ent to have a law for a perlod of one year to prov~de 
temporary relref and to mrnimrze hardships and irreparal~le loss to a large ,~uniber of 
people 11lclud111g small Iradcrs, 

BE ~t enacted by the L~gls lat lve Assembly of the State of Tamtl Nadu In the 
Flfty-nlnth Year of the republ~c of India as follows - 

1. (1)Thls Act may be called the Tamrl Nadu Laws (Spec~al  P rov~s~ons )  
Act. 2008 

(2) It extends to the Chenna~ Metropol~tan Plannlng Area 

(3) It shall be deemed to have come Into force on the 27th day of July 2008 

(4) It shall cease to have effect on the explry of one year from the date of ~ t s  
cornmencemen , except as respects thlngs done or omitted to be done before such cesser, 
and upon sbch cesser section 8 of the Tam11 Nadu General Clauses Act, 1891, shall Tami, 
apply as ~f thls Act had then been repealed by a Tamtl Nadu Act 

2. (1) In thls Act, unless the context otherw~se requires,- 

(a) "bu~ldlng rules, regulat~ons and bye-laws" means rules, regulatrons and 
bye-laws made under the Chenn 
Tam11 Nadu Dlstrlct Mun~c~pallt~es Act 
as the case may be, relatlng to bulldlngs, 

(h) "Chenna~ Metropol~tan Plannlng Area" means the Chenna~ Metropolltan 
Plarlnlng Area specified undei claus 
Country Plannlng Act, 1971. 

(c) "deta~led de~elopment plan" means a deta~lecl development plan approved 
under the Tarn11 ~Vadu Town and Country Plannlng Act, 1971, In respect of any area Tamil h, 

covered under the Chenna~ Metropol~tan Plann~rg Area, 

(d) "Development Cor trol Rules" means the Develop~nent Cont~ol Rules for 
Chenna~ Metropol~tan Plannlng Area, 

(e) "Govelnment" means the State Government, 

(f)  "local authority" means the Chenna~ Clty Mun~c~pal  Corporation establrshed 
under the Chenna~ C~ty Mun~c~pal Corporat~on Act, 1919 or Munic~pal~t~es or Town TamrlN 
Panchayats (w~thln Chenna~ Metropol~tan Plann~ng Area) established under the Tamtl Nadu 1" 0' 

District Munlclpalltles Act, 1920 or Pa 

the Chennal Metropolltan Developme 
and Country Planning Act, 1971, legd 
under the~r respective jur~sd~ct~ons, 
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h (g )  Master P\al7" means the Master Plan for Chennal Metropolltan Planning 

ye l u  ~~t Area, published under the Tam11 Nadu 7'0~17 and Country planning Act, 1971, 

id 972 
(h)  "public street" means publ~c street as deflned in clause (37) of 

:IJ ~ c t  section 2 of the Tamil Nadu Town and Country Planning Act, I g 7 l ;  
al 972 
id (0 "punltlve actlonu means action taken by local authority with111 O~enna i  

Metropolltan Planning Area ~inder the relevant law agalnst unauthorized development and 

3f 
shall include demol~t~on, whether ln pursuance of court orders or otherwise; 

4 0) "relevant law" means In case of- 

(I) the Cliennal Mc~tropol~tan Development Authorrty, the Tarn11 Nadu Town 
11 

ju Act and Country Plann~ng Act, 1971, 
12 372 

11 (1,) the Chenna~ City Mun~c~pal Corporat~on, the Chennai City Munic~pal 
e du Act Corporat~on Act, 1979, 

319 
(111) the M ~ i n ~ c ~ p a l ~ t ~ e s  and Town Panchyats, the Tam11 Nadu District 

9 du Act Munlcipalit~es Act, 1920, and 
,f ;20 

( I V )  the Panchayat Un~ons and Village Panchayats, the Tamil Nadu 
du Act 
994 Panchayats Act, 1994, 

( k )  'unauthor~red development" means use of any land or any building or 
construction of any bulldlng carried out,-- 

) 

(I) in dev~atlon from any planning perrnlsslon or building permrt; or 

(11) w~thout obtaining any plannlng permission or bu~ldlng permit, or 

( / I / )  In contraventlor of the land use zonlng under the Master Plan or any 
approved detatled developlnent Illan, or 

( l v )  ln contraventton of the Development Control Rules for Chennai 
I Tamil N( Metropolltan Plannlng Alea, bulldlng rules regulations, bye-laws appl~cable to areas w~thln 

Act 1 ( the Chennai Metropolltan Plann~ng Area, 
189 

and rncludes unauthorrzed occupation by hawkers and street vendors in 
the publlc street and by the people ~n the slum area, 

I 

Tam11 NMu Act (2) The words and express~ons used but not defined here~n shall have the 
I lv or t972 meanln~s respectively asslgned to them ~n the Tamil Nadu Town and Country Planning 

T a m ' 1 N a 4 u A ~ t  Act, 1971, the Chenna~ Clty Muntc~pa l  Corporation Act, 1919, the 
Vof1'919 Tam11 N a d ~ i  Distrlct Munlc~palit~es Act, 1920 and the Tamil Nadu Panchsyats 

Tarnil NMU A C ~  , 991 
7 1 of t2a 

du Act 
'994 

I Tarn11 Na 
35 of 1 3. (1) Notw~thstanding anything contained in any relevant law or any rules, regulations Government to 

or bye-laws made thereunder, the Government shall w~thln a perlod of one year from flnallse 
the date of commencement of thls Act, take all possrble measures, with due regard to and 

Tar i t '  Na pollcy 
35 of 1 

environment, to flnallse norms, pollcy guidelines and feasible strateg~es to deal w~th  the 
gu,dellnes, 

problems of unauthor~zed developn?ents w~th regard to the under mentioned categones, ,tc namely - 
(a) land use not conforming to, the Master Plan, detalled development plans 

or any Plannlig permlsslon, 

( 6 )  construction ln deviation from or beyond plannlng perrnlsslon or wildlng 
permlt, 

T ~ f n i l  NM 
IV 9' 1J (4 development without any plannlng permission or building perrn~t; and 

1 nn l~ l  N# 
v ,lf ,O. 

( (1)  c11latilhor17ed r - r ~ ~ r l a t l o ~ l  by, the hawkers and street vendors, in the public 
SII(VI a11(1 by IIIV ~ ) I ~ ~ I I I P  iii SILII I ar(!it, 

la11111 NI( 
21 of ll so that the developments of Chennai Metropolltan Planriing Area take place 

Tam11 N M  in a sustainable and planned manner 
35 of 11 

~ 
'IV-2 E X  (364)-!ja 1 

- - -. 
- - - 
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( 2 )  Subject to the provisions contaiiiet! 111 iub-$ecIlc~rt (I) a i ~ d  ~lotwlthstandlrt!~ any 
judgement decree or order of any court, slatiis (/~Jo as or: llrc datr of tllc c.orl\n~erlcelnerll 

I hl 

of this Act sha!l be malnta~ned In respect of the categor~us of unauthorlrecl d~jvelopnlenl 
mentioned in si b-section (1). 

(3) All notices issued by any local authority or any authority crnpowared under 
relevant I R W  f o ~  ~nitiat~ng action against the categorles of unauthorized dcveloprnent 
mentioned In sub.sectlon (1) prlor to 27th day of July 2007 shall be deemed to have 
bcen suspended and no punltlve a c t ~ o n  shall be  taken durrng 
the said period of one year B t 

(4) Plobvvithstanding any other pros~ision contamed in thts Act, the Governmer~l may. 
at any time, before the explry of one year withdraw the concession given 117 sub-section 
(2) or  sub -sec l~on  (3) as the case may be, by no t i f i ~a t i on  In the 
7amd Nedu Govenlment Gazette in respect of the categorles of unauthorired developnlent 
ment~oned in sub-sectiun (1). 

The provisions 4. During the period of operation of this Act, no relief shall be available under 
of this Act section 3 in respect of the following categories of iinaufhoiized development, namely - 
not to apply 
in certain (a) any unauthorized development started or continued nn or afier the 
cases. 27th day of J U I ~  2007; 

(b) commencement of any actlvity anywhere In the Chennai hletropoiilan Plar~nlng 
Area ~n violatron of the provislonr of the Master Plan or any detailed dcvelop~nent plan Nadu 
on or after the 27th day of July 2007, IV of F 

9. I I 
(c) unauthorized occupation on publ~c street except In those cases whlch are 

covered under clause (d) of sub-section (1) of section 3, and 

(d) removal of people in slum area, hawkers and street vendors in accordance 1 
with policies of the Government, for clearance of land required for any public project. 

Act to over-ride 5. The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent 
oth,r laws. therewith contained in any other law made by the Leg! ,lature of the State for the time 

being in force. 

Power to g~ve 6. The Government .may, from time to tlme, issue such d~rect~ons to any local 
directions authority or any authority under any relevant law as ~t may deem fit, for givlng effect 

to the provisions of this Act and it shall be the duty of such local aiithorlty or authority 
to comply w ~ l h  such d~rectlons. 

Repeal and 
saving. 

7. (1) The Tamil Nadu Laws (Special Provisions) Ordinanct.. LO08 is hereby rapealed. 

(2)  Notwithstanding such repeal anything done, any action taken or any direction 
given ~inder the said Ordinance shall be deemed to have been done. taken or given 
under this Pct. 

(By order of the Governor) 

S DHEENADHAYALAN, 
Secretary to Government, 

Law Department. 




