WEEKLY UPDATES IN AND AROUND THE INDIAN COURTS (11-11-2010 T0 18-11-2010)

-- Evening Courts in Bihar 2010-11-18 ---
By the notification from the Patna High Court, the Evening Courts were schedule to commence from 15th November, 2010, but State Bar Council has asked the lawyers to abstain themselves from attending, rather requested Hon\'ble Court to fill up the vacancies of Judicial Officers to back log the cases.

--- SC directs Amar Singh and Jaya Prada to be treated as unattached MP’s not bound by Samajwadi Party whip in Parliament till the final disposal of their petition 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):The Supreme Court directed that former Samajwadi Party (SP) General Secretary and Rajya Sabha member Amar Singh and Lok Sabha MP from Rampur constituency Jaya Prada will not be bound by SP whip in Parliament till the final disposal of their petition and they shall be treated as unattached Members of Parliament.

--- Jamiat-Ulema-i-Hind files an appeal in SC on Ayodhya land dispute case 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):Jamiat-Ulema-i-Hind filed an appeal in the Supreme Court against a judgement of Allahabad High Court in Ayodhya land dispute case.

--- SC directs Vodafone to deposit Rs 2,500 crore towards income tax liability in Vodafone Hutchison deal 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):The Supreme Court directed the Vodafone Company to deposit Rs 2,500 crore towards income tax liability in 12 billion US dollar Vodafone Hutchison deal within three weeks.

--- SC directs Union government to set up Armed Forces Grievances Redressal Commission 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):The Supreme Court directed the Union government to set up within two months the Armed Forces Grievances Redressal Commission for speedy disposal of the grievances of the serving and retired servicemen and their family members.

--- Government may introduce Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, 2010 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):A Bill proposed to ensure ‘greater accountability and transparency’ in India’s higher judiciary provides for ‘rigorous imprisonment and fine for frivolous or vexatious complaints,’ Parliament was told.

--- Pakistani terrorist Kasab asks Bombay HC whether NIA can register an independent case against him in view of s. 300 of CrPC 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):Pakistani terrorist Ajmal Kasab raised a legal point before the Bombay High Court, asking whether National Investigating Agency (NIA) can register an independent case against him in respect of 26/11 terror attack in view of section 300 of CrPC which says a person convicted of an offence cannot be tried again.

--- Delhi HC upholds appointment of Director General of Civil Aviation 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):The Delhi High Court has upheld the appointment of Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) Naseem Zaidi stating the government was empowered to relax recruitment rules but they cannot be claimed as a matter of right.

--- Karnataka HC impleads CM and Speaker as party to the case on disqualification of independent MLAs 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):The full Bench of Karnataka High Court allowed amended application and additional applications impleading Chief Minister B S Yeddyurappa and Speaker K G Boppaiah as party to the case on disqualification of Independent MLAs and posted the hearing for November 29.

--- Corruption in Judiciary 2010-11-17 ---
Dr.M.Veerappa Moily, Minister of Law and Justice, informed the Lok Sabha in a written reply that the allegations of corruption in the judiciary, have come to the notice of the Government and have been reported in the press also, from time to time. The Government has not carried out any survey in this regard.

--- Law Firms in the Country 2010-11-17 ---
Dr.M.Veerappa Moily, Minister of Law and Justice, in the Lok Sabha in a written reply that under section 7 of the Advocates Act, 1961, the Bar Council of India is responsible to lay down standards of professional conduct and etiquette for advocates; to safeguard the right, privileges and interests of advocates; to recognize on a reciprocal basis foreign qualification in law obtained out side India for the purpose of admission advocate and to manage; to exercise general supervision and control over State Bar Councils and invest the funds of the Bar Council.

--- Uncle Judge Syndrome 2010-11-17 ---
The Law Commission of India in their 230th Report has mentioned the matter of appointment of Uncle Judges in the High Courts, wherein it is said that the Judges, whose kith and kin are practising in a High Court, should not be appointed in the same High Court.

--- Steps to ensure speedy disposal of cases: Moily 2010-11-17 ---
More fast track courts would be set up to ensure that no case was pending for more than one year, Union Minister for Law and Justice Veerappa Moily has said.

--- HC seeks Delhi govt\'s response to case against Geelani, Roy 2010-11-17 ---
The Delhi High Court on Monday issued notice to Delhi govt seeking its response as to why criminal case should not to be registered against hardline Hurriyat leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, writer Arundhati Roy and Delhi University professor S A R Geelani for allegedly making anti-India speeches.

--- SC asks Vodafone to deposit 2,500 cr deposit 2010-11-17 ---
The Supreme Court on Monday asked Vodafone to deposit Rs 2,500 crore and a bank guarantee of Rs 8500 crore in its ongoing case in New Delhi in which the UK based telecom giant has challenged capital gains tax of Rs 11,000 crore from its acquisition of Hutchison shares.

--- SC questions delay by PM in okaying prosecution of Raja in 2G case 2010-11-17 ---
(UNI):The Supreme Court has questioned the
delay of 15 months by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in responding
to the request of former union minister Subramanian Swamy seeking
sanctions for prosecution of former Telecom Minister A Raja
in the Rs 1.76 lakh crore 2G spectrum scam.

--- CAG report finds 2G allocation faulty ; wants accountabilty 2010-11-16 ---
(UNI):The Comptroller and Auditor General of India
has held the allocation of 2G Spectrum as lacking in.



--- MP gets first special juvenile police unit 2010-11-16 ---
Madhya Pradesh\'s first special juvenile police unit was inaugurated by the state Home Minister Umashanker Gupta in Indore on Sunday.

--- Govt introduces new Enemy Property amendment Bill in LS 2010-11-15 ---
(UNI):The Government today introduced in the Lok
Sabha yet another amended version of Enemy Property Bill
that provides all enemy properties will vest in the custodian till
they are divested by the Centre.

--- SC to hear Raja\'s case today 2010-11-15 ---
The Supreme Court will hear on Monday the petition against Telecom Minister A Raja for allegedly causing huge revenue loss due to distribution of 2G spectrum.

--- Ishrat case: SC rejects Guj govt plea against SIT probe 2010-11-15 ---
In an embarrassment to the Gujarat government, the Supreme Court on Friday dismissed its plea challenging the constitution of a special investigation team (SIT) by the Gujarat High Court to probe the \"fake\" encounter killing of teenager Ishrat Jahan and three others.

--- CBI files charge sheet against Madhu Koda and two of his aides 2010-11-15 ---
The CBI on Friday filed a charge sheet against former Jharkhand Chief Minister Madhu Koda and two of his aides for allegedly receiving Rs 13 crore as bribe for showing favour and recommending allotment of land to a private company for mining iron ore.

--- Kings XI moves HC challenging BCCI decision to scrap franchise 2010-11-15 ---
Kings XI Punjab, owned by a consortium led by actor Priety Zinta and industrialist Ness Wadia, has filed an arbitration petition in Bombay High Court challenging Cricket Board\'s decision to terminate their IPL franchise contract.

--- SC to hear PIL seeking fresh investigation into 2G Spectrum scam 2010-11-15 ---
(UNI):The Supreme Court to hear today a PIL, filed by an NGO, seeking fresh investigation by apex court-appointed Special Investigation Team (SIT) into the Rs 1.76 lakh crore 2G Spectrum scam.

--- Over 70,000 lawyers in Bihar to abstain from work in the evening court 2010-11-15 ---
(UNI):Over 70,000 lawyers in Bihar would abstain from work in the evening court from tomorrow onwards following an appeal from Bihar State Bar Council (BSBC).

--- Additional Judges of Andhra Pradesh High Court Appointed 2010-11-12 ---
In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of article 224 of the Constitution of India, the President is pleased to appoint (i) Shri Nadimpalli Rama Linga Nageswara Rao, (ii) Shri Ponnuru Durga Prasad, (iii) Shri Kallakuri Girija Shankar, (iv) Shri Nyshadham Ravi Shankar and (v) Shri Vegi Suri Appa Rao, to be Additional Judges of the Andhra Pradesh High Court, in that order of seniority, for a period of two years with effect from the dates they assume charge of their respective offices.

--- CBI likely to file case in Adarsh Housing scam today 2010-11-12 ---
The CBI is likely to file a case on Friday in Adarsh Cooperative Housing Society scam and a team of its officials from Mumbai will go the agency headquarters in Delhi to apprise the higher-ups of its findings so far.

--- SC grants bail to SPS Rathore in Ruchika molestation case 2010-11-12 ---
In a reprieve for SPS Rathore, the Supreme Court on Thursday granted bail to the disgraced ex-DGP of Haryana who is behind bars for nearly six months serving a 18-month jail term in the Ruchika Girhotra molestation case.

--- CBI all set to file case in Adarsh scam 2010-11-12 ---
The CBI is all set to file a case in the Adarsh cooperative housing society scam, which has seen the removal of Ashok Chavan as Maharashtra chief minister, and it has started scrutinising documents collected from several departments.

--- Larger SC bench to examine Amar\'s plea on anti-defection law 2010-11-12 ---
The Supreme Court decided to refer to a larger bench a crucial question as to whether an expelled legislator or parliamentarian can be disqualified under the anti-defection law for defying a whip.

--- Union Government denies allegations of corruption and favouritism in the allocation of 2G spectrum 2010-11-12 ---
(UNI):The Union Government in its counter-affidavit filed in the Supreme Court denied all the allegations of corruption and favouritism in the allocation of 2G spectrum.

--- Delhi HC seeks reply from the Centre on a petition alleging irregularities in the appointment of CMDs of BSNL and MTNL 2010-11-12 ---
(UNI):The Delhi High Court has sought a reply from the Centre on a petition filed by an NGO, alleging irregularities in the appointment of CMDs of BSNL and MTNL stating that Telecom Minister A Raja is allegedly trying to push his favourites into the posts.

--- Delhi High Court directs Police Commissioner to ensure removal of shops selling tobacco products near educational institutions and hospitals 2010-11-12 ---
(UNI):The Delhi High Court has directed the newly-appointed Police Commissioner B K Gupta to ensure removal of shops selling tobacco products near the educational institutions and hospitals.

--- Indian doctor files suit against German publisher in Bombay HC for copyright violation 2010-11-12 ---
(UNI):An Indian medical practitioner, who authored a book on treatment of AIDS and cancer, has filed a civil suit in the Bombay High Court against a German publication firm for allegedly copying his work and selling it all over the world under its brand name.

--- Himachal Pradesh court convicts all four accused in Aman Kachroo ragging case 2010-11-12 ---
(UNI):All four medical students accused of ragging to death their junior Aman Kachroo last year were convicted and sentenced to a four-year jail term by a fast track court.

--- Impeachment of Judge 2010-11-11 ---
Justice Soumitra Sen of the Calcutta High Court has been found guilty of corruption by a parliamentary committee. Parliament will now begin the process to impeach him.

--- Supreme Court grants bail to former Haryana DGP S P S Rathore in the Ruchika molestation case 2010-11-11 ---
(UNI):The Supreme Court today granted bail to former Haryana DGP S P S Rathore in the Ruchika molestation case.

--- Delhi High Court directs government to consult with DLSA to consider release of inmates unable to pay surety amount despite bail being granted 2010-11-11 ---
(UNI):The Delhi High Court directed the Sheila Dikshit government to have consultations with the Delhi Legal Services Authority (DLSA) member secretary to consider release of those inmates languishing in jail for years together as they have no money to pay the surety amount despite bail being granted to them.

--- Delhi High Court directs Medical Council of India to formulate curriculum for three-year rural medical degree 2010-11-11 ---
(UNI):The Delhi High Court directed the Medical Council of India (MCI) to formulate a curriculum for the new three-year rural medical degree -- Bachelor of Rural Medicine and Surgery (BRMS) -- within two months to enable thousands of villagers to avail its services.

--- Supreme Court refers to a larger bench on the question whether an expelled MP or MLA is bound to abide by the whip of his former party to avoid disqualification under the anti-defection law 2010-11-11 ---
(UNI):The Supreme Court today indicated that it will refer to a larger bench the question whether an expelled MP or MLA is bound to abide by the whip of his former party to avoid disqualification under the anti-defection law.

--- Inquiry Committee of Rajya Sabha finds Justice Soumitra Sen guilty of misappropriation of public funds 2010-11-11 ---
(UNI):A report of the Inquiry Committee of the Rajya Sabha has found Justice Soumitra Sen of the Calcutta High Court guilty of misbehaviour in connection with the two charges he faced involving corruption.


