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INTRODUCTION

The Constitution of India provides that every person is entitled for equality before law and equal protection of the laws and thereby prohibits discrimination on the basis of Gender. The discrimination on the basis of sex is permissible only as protective measures to the female citizens as there is need to empower women who have suffered gender discrimination for centuries.

Despite of several provisions in our Constitution and other female protective laws, Crime and Violence against women is a universal reality. Reports from all parts of the India and world point to the fact that violence against women is a “manifestation of the unequal power relationship” between men and women and exist in all societies.
Violence against women is partly a result of gender relations that assumes men to be superior to women. Given the subordinate status of women, much of gender violence is considered normal and enjoys   social sanction. Manifestations of violence include physical aggression, such as blows of varying intensity, burns, attempted hanging, sexual abuse and rape, psychological violence through insults, humiliation, coercion, blackmail, economic or emotional threats, and control over speech and actions. In extreme, but not unknown cases, death is the result. These expressions of violence take place in a man-woman relationship within the family, state and society. Usually, domestic aggression towards women and girls, due to various reasons remain hidden.

Cultural and social factors are interlinked with the development and propagation of violent behaviour. With different processes of socialisation that men and women undergo, men take up stereotyped gender roles of domination and control, whereas women take up that of submission, dependence and respect for authority. A female child grows up with a constant sense of being weak and in need of protection, whether physical social or economic. This helplessness has led to her exploitation at almost every stage of life.

The family socialises its members to accept hierarchical relations expressed in unequal division of labour between the sexes and power over the allocation of resources. The family and its operational unit is where the child is exposed to gender differences since birth, and in recent times even before birth, in the form of sex-determination tests leading to foeticide and female infanticide. The home, which is supposed to be the most secure place, is where women are most exposed to violence.
1-Female Foeticide

The Crime against women starts even before they are born. Sex selective abortions cases have become a significant social phenomenon in several parts of India. It transcends all castes, class and communities and even the North South dichotomy. The girl children become target of attack even before they are born. Female foeticide is one of the most nefarious crimes on this earth; perhaps what is detestable is that the people who commit crime belong to the educated class. To this menace our ancestral and biased view about male child, lack of education, ever increasing population and dowry have been good propellants. Hence there needs to be quick reformation in the attitude of people to look beyond the legacy and transform this world as a better place to live in. Among various women related issues in India, the female foeticide has become one of the social problems.

The advent of technology and misuse of pre-natal sex detection and also attitude of the unscrupulous medical practitioners, who are facilitating the female foeticide through induced abortions. There are strict laws and penal actions against violators, but the laws have not worked. Over 10 million female foetuses have been aborted in India in the past two decades.

Law against Female Foeticide

(A) Indian Penal Code-
Sec 312 deals with Causing miscarriage if it is not in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman, and penalize with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both; and, if the woman be quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

Sec 313 deals with causing miscarriage without woman's consent and penalize with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.

 Sec 314 deals with Death caused by act done with intent to cause miscarriage and penalize with imprisonment of either description for a term may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; If act done without woman's consent- And if the act is done without the consent of the woman, shall be punished either with imprisonment for life, or with the punishment above mentioned.

(B) The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act (MTPA) 1971 &
The Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and       Prevention of Misuse) Act 1994
To prevent female foeticide and to restrict this misuse, the Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act was passed on 20th September 1994. The Act forbids the communication of the sex of the foetus, but the enforcement of this act is not easy. Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act (MTPA) 1971 allows abortion if the doctor is of the opinion that the continuance of the pregnancy would endanger the life of the pregnant woman or involve grave injury to her physical or mental health; or there is substantial risk that the child would suffer from disabling physical or mental abnormalities. The anguish caused by pregnancy as a result of rape, or as a result of failure of any device or method used by a married couple for the purpose of limiting the number of children, may be presumed to constitute a grave injury to the woman’s mental health.

2-Female Infanticide

Another form of eliminating the girl child has been the practice of female infanticide. It is a deliberate and intentional act of killing a female child within one year of its birth either directly by using poisonous organic and inorganic chemicals or indirectly by deliberate neglect to feed the infant by either one of the parents or other family members or neighbours or by the midwife. Kolloor (1990) defines

infanticide as, “Killing of an entirely dependent child under “one year of age” who is killed by mother, parents or others in whose care the child is entrusted”. It is unfortunate that the parents also view her as a liability. This attitude is rooted in a complex set of social, cultural, and economic factors. It is the dowry system, lack of economic independence, social customs and traditions that have relegated the female to a secondary status. The degree may vary but the neglect of the girl child and discrimination goes hand-in- hand.

Law against Female Infanticide
The earliest known legislation against female infanticide was enacted by the British Government in 1870. Prior to this, there were regional regulations established by the British, such as the Bengal Regulation of XXI 1795 and Regulation III of 1807 that declared that infanticide amounted to murder. The Infanticide Regulation Act of 1870 was passed nearly a hundred years after the British discovered it officially. This Act acquired the compulsory registration of births and deaths to enable verification of female children a few years after birth (Negi, 1997:24). 

Indian Penal Code-
Since Independence, the Constitution of India contains certain provisions that guarantee the welfare and development of children. The intention of preventing a child being born and causing bodily harm to the infant are covered under I.P.C.
 Sec 315 deals with acts done with intent to prevent child being born alive or to cause it to die after birth, and penalize with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, or with fine, or with both. 

Sec 316 deals with causing death of quick unborn child by act amounting to culpable homicide and penalize with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

Sec 317 deals with Exposure and abandonment of child under twelve years, by parent or person having care of it and penalize with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 

Sec 318 deals with Concealment of birth by secret disposal of dead body and penalize with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.

The Indian Penal Code also has defined infanticide as murder so it also attracts Sec 299 and Sec 300 of IPC.
3-Crime against Marriage-

(A) Child marriage
A girl child is twice vulnerable for being a child and a girl. Discrimination against them begins even before their birth and continues as they grow. Their psychological, physical and economic dependence on the family makes them vulnerable to violence and child abuse within or outside the family.
Law for Child Marriage Since 1872, the following efforts have been made to legalise the minimum age of marriage. The Civil Marriage Act of 1872 was passed as a result of the efforts made by Raja Ram Mohan Roy.

 A provision of the Indian Penal Code rendered the consummation of marriage before the girl attained the age of 10, punishable with life imprisonment. 
The Child Marriage Restrain Act of 1929 (popularly known as Sarda Act) which fixed the minimum age for boys at 18 and girls at 15, extended only to British India .The Act did not prohibit marriages nor did it declare these marriages invalid or illegal.
 With the codification of the Hindu Law, the Hindu Marriage Act passed in 1955 made the minimum age of marriage for girls at 15. In 1978, a further revision was made in the minimum legal age. With this last amendment, the law was finally brought nearer in line with the accumulated scientific medical evidence showing that the adolescent girl is at grave risk of her health, as also that of her children, until she has reached the age of 18 at least. Alongside, the minimum age of marriage for boys also underwent an upward revision to 21 years.
THE PROHIBITION OF CHILD MARRIAGE ACT, 2006

In 2006 this Act came in force for the prohibition of solemnisation of child marriages and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Sec 9 deals with Punishment for adult male marrying a child girl Whoever, being a male adult above eighteen years of age, contracts a child marriage shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine which may extend to one lakh rupees or with both.

Sec 10 Punishment for solemnising a child marriage Whoever performs, conducts, directs or abets any child marriage shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years and shall be liable to fine which may extend to one lakh rupees unless he proves that he had reasons to believe that the marriage was not a child marriage.

Sec 11 Punishment for promoting or permitting solemnisation of child marriages

(1) Where a child contracts a child marriage, any person having charge of the child, whether as parent or guardian or any other person or in any other capacity, lawful or unlawful, including any member of an organisation or association of persons who does any act to promote the marriage or permits it to be solemnised, or negligently fails to prevent it from being solemnised, including attending or participating in a child marriage, shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years and shall also be liable to fine which may extend up to one lakh rupees: Provided that no woman shall be punishable with imprisonment.

(2) For the purposes of this section, it shall be presumed, unless and until the contrary is proved, that where a minor child has contracted a marriage, the person having charge of such minor child has negligently failed to prevent the marriage from being solemnised.
(B) Domestic Violence
Physical violence as well as explicit forms of aggression are used by the more powerful in the household as methods to ensure obedience of the less powerful and therefore related to power dynamics in a household. 

Domestic violence includes not only inter-spousal violence, but also violence perpetrated by other family members. Generally, an important part of the power relationship between spouses and their families relates to dowry and its ramifications.
Domestic violence includes harassment, maltreatment, brutality or cruelty and even the threat of assault - intimidation. It includes physical injury, as well as “wilfully or knowingly placing or attempting to place a spouse in fear of injury and compelling the Spouse by force or threat to engage in any conduct or act, sexual or otherwise, from which the spouse has a right to abstain”. Confining or detaining the spouse against one’s will or damaging property is also considered as acts of violence.
1. Any form of abuse causing harm or injury to the physical and / or mental health of the woman or compromising her life and safety.

2. Any harassment for dowry or to meet any other unlawful demand.

3. Threats to cause injury or harm. Forms of abuse recognized under the law are
a) Physical abuse
b) Sexual abuse
c) Verbal and emotional abuse
d) Economic abuse
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005
This law recognizes the right of a woman to live in violence free home and provides legal remedies if this right is violated. Legal remedies pertain to civil reliefs such as injunctions, compensation and monetary relief. There can be no arrests made on a complaint filed under this law.

The orders the court can direct are as follows:

1. Protection Order [Section 18]-

This can also be termed as a “stop violence” order. Through this order the court can direct the other party to immediately stop the acts of violence.
2. Residence Order [Section 19]-

A residence order may be passed by the court in cases where the woman apprehends being thrown out of the house (shared household) or in cases where she has been thrown out and wants to return to her house. The aim of this order is to ensure that women have a shelter that is safe.

3. Monetary relief [Section 20] -

This order can be sought to meet any expenses the woman may have incurred as a result of the violence faced. Married women or women living in the nature of marriages can also claim maintenance from the husband/ male partner. The amount claimed under this provision is to take care of actual expenditure incurred by the woman.
4. Compensation order [Section 22] -

A compensation order can be asked for by the woman for injuries (mental and physical) sustained. This is over and above the actual expenditure
5. Custody order [Section 21] -

A woman can also ask for temporary custody orders for her children. This is to prevent the woman from being separated from her children, 

This order is temporary in nature and does not affect rights under existing laws on custody and guardianship.

6. Interim / Ex parte order [Section 23] -

An interim order can be given by the court at the time the proceedings are initiated under the PWDVA and before a final order is passed. This is to ensure that women are not detrimentally affected during the course of the legal proceedings. 

(C)  Dowry Harassment and Bride Burning
Dowry is a transfer of property from the bride’s family to that of the bridegroom, at the time of marriage. According to the present practice, dowry usually subsumes material gifts and cash paid to the bridegroom and his kin. The practice of giving gifts to the husband’s family in cash and kind and rituals connected with pregnancy, childbirth and ceremonies for piercing the ear of the girl and so on. The gifts are no longer a token of affection from parents to the daughter, but instead an elaborate demand from the marital family.
The commonest elements of dowry in India include gifts for the bride such as clothes, jewels and other house-hold and luxury goods like a refrigerator and kitchen utensils and so on. These are ideally treated as the bride’s streedhan (wife’s property) and form the nucleus of the conjugal estate. Dowry also includes gifts for the son-in-law and other luxury items like scooter, VCR, VCP, and such other gifts for the bridegrooms’ parents and other relatives. Over and above, it includes hard cash paid as contribution towards the marriage expenses. In some cases, dowry is also paid as compensation for the expenditure incurred on the education and other training of the groom. The bridegroom’s parents usually keep this money. Some state that this is kept by the parents as security against the bridegroom staying separately after marriage.
 Law Against Dowry Harassment
I. The Dowry Prohibition Act 1961
This Act  prohibits the request payment or acceptance of a dowry, "as consideration for the marriage". "Dowry" is defined as a gift demanded or given as a precondition for a marriage. Gifts given without a precondition are not considered dowry, and are legal. Asking or giving of dowry can be punished by an imprisonment of up to six months, or a fine of up to Rs. 15000 or the amount of dowry whichever is higher and imprisonment up to 5 years. It replaced several pieces of anti-dowry legislation that had been enacted by various Indian states. This Act was amended in 1984, 1985 and 1986.

II. Indian Penal Code

a) Section 304(B)

This Section of the Indian Penal Code was inserted by a 1986 amendment. The Dowry deaths law defines a 'dowry death' as the death of a woman caused by any burns or bodily injury or which does not occur under normal circumstances within seven years of her marriage. For a woman's death to be a dowry death, it must also be shown that soon before her death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or any relative of her husband for, or in connection with, any demand for dowry. If this is proved, the woman's husband or relative is required to be deemed to have caused her death. Whoever commits dowry death is required to be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life.

b) Section 498A
Three years prior to this, Section 498(A) was introduced in the IPC. This states that ‘any form of cruelty, whether it is from a husband or the relative of a husband, to a woman is an offence that is punishable with imprisonment up to three years’. Cruelty, as defined in this section, includes ‘any wilful conduct that could cause mental torture, physical injury, or drive the woman to commit suicide, whether in connection with any unlawful demand for property or not’.

III. Indian Evidence Act

Sections 113(A) (presumption as to abetment of suicide of a married woman) and 113(B) (presumption as to dowry death) were added to the Indian Evidence Act and can be invoked in cases of dowry murder or suicide. 
(4) Sexual Offences:
 Sexual offences constitute another category of crimes committed against women. Legal system’s approach has undergone substantial changes in recent times. Sexual offences can be categories as follows

I. Rape:

The word ‘Rape’ is derived from the Latin term ‘Rapio’, which means ‘to seize’. Thus, rape literally means a forcible seizure and that is the essential characteristic feature of the offence. In common parlance, it means intercourse without her consent by force, fear or fraud. In other words, rape is violation with violence of the private person of a woman.

Rape is a weapon that distorts a woman’s sexuality, restricts her freedom of movement and violates her human rights. It leaves a woman feeling exposed, humiliated and traumatised. A rapist not only violates the victim’s privacy and personal integrity, but also causes serious physical and psychological damage. The law must take a fresh look at itself and take positive steps to make it more difficult for an accused to get judicial reprieve. . What is sad about rape in India is the lack of seriousness with which the crime is often treated. Statistics from 2000 showed that on average a woman is raped every hour in India.
RAPE LAW IN INDIA

Rape means an unlawful intercourse done by a man with a woman without her valid consent. As per Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code
A man is said to commit “rape” if he has sexual intercourse with a woman under circumstances falling under any of the six following descriptions :-

(a) Against her will.

(b) Without her consent.

(c) With her consent, when her consent has been obtained by putting her or any person in whom she is interested in fear of death or of hurt.

(d) With her consent, when the man knows that he is not her husband, and that her consent is given because she believes that he is another man to whom she is or believes herself to be lawfully married.

(e) With her consent, when, at the time of giving such consent, by reason of unsoundness of mind or intoxication or the administration by him personally or through another of any stupefying or unwholesome substance, she is unable to understand the nature and consequences of that to which she gives consent.

(f) With or without her consent, when she is under sixteen years of age.

Explanation : Penetration is sufficient to constitute the sexual intercourse necessary to the offence of rape.

Exception : Sexual intercourse by a man with his own wife, the wife not being under fifteen years of age, is not rape.
Rape is defined in India as intentional, unlawful sexual intercourse with a woman without her consent. The essential elements of this definition under Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code are ’sexual intercourse with a woman’ and the absence of consent. This definition therefore does not include acts of forced oral sex, or sodomy, or penetration by foreign objects; instead those actions are criminalized under Section 354 of the IPC, which deals with ‘criminal assault on a woman with intent to outrage her modesty’ and Section 377 IPC, covering ‘carnal intercourse against the order of nature’.

Punishment

Sec 376 Punishment for rape (1) Whoever, except in the cases provided for by subsection (2), commits rape shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than seven years but which may be for life or for a term which may extend to ten years and shall also be liable to fine unless the women raped is his own wife and is not under twelve years of age, in which cases, he shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years or with fine or with both:

Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1983: has substantially changed Sections.375 and 376 of the IPC. Several new sections have been introduced therein- viz. Sections. 376(A), 376(B), 376(C), 376(D) of the IPC.
i. Section. 376(A) punishes sexual intercourse with wife without her consent by a judicially separated husband.

ii. Section. 376(B) punishes for sexual intercourse by a public servant with a woman in custody.

iii. Section. 376(C) punishes sexual intercourse by superintendent of jail, remand house, etc. whereas,

iv. Section. 376(D) punishes sexual intercourse by any member of the management or staff of a hospital with any woman in that hospital.

 These new sections have been introduced with a view to stop sexual abuse of women in custody, care and control by various persons- which though not amounting to rape were nevertheless considered highly reprehensible.

II. OUTRAGING THE MODESTY OF WOMEN
Section 354 deals with use of assault or criminal force to a woman with intent to outrage her modesty. It says “Whosoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman, intending to outrage or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby outrage her modesty, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description of term which may extend to two years or with fine, or with both.”
·      Classification of Offence.-The offence under this section is cognizable, bailable, compoundable with permission of the Court, pending and trialable by any Magistrate. 
Section 355 deals with use of assault or criminal force with intent to dishonour person, without grave provocation. It says “whosoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, intending thereby to dishonour that person, otherwise than on grave and sudden provocation given by that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.”
 
         Classification of Offence.-The offence under this section is non-cognizable, bailable, compoundable and triable by any Magistrate.
III. SEXUAL HARRASEMENT AT WORK PLACE
Sexual harassment includes such unwelcome sexually determined behaviour (whether directly or by implication) as:
(a) physical contact and advances
(b) a demand or request for sexual favours
(c) sexually coloured remarks
(d) showing pornography
(e) any other unwelcome physical, verbal or non-verbal conduct of sexual nature.

Where any of these acts is committed in circumstances where under the victim of such conduct has a reasonable apprehension that in relation to the victim's employment or work whether she is drawing salary, or honorarium or voluntary, whether in government, public or private enterprise such conduct can be humiliating and may constitute a health and safety problem it amounts to sexual harassment.

It is discriminatory for instance when the woman has reasonable grounds to believe that her objection would disadvantage her in connection with her employment or work including recruiting or promotion or when it creates a hostile work environment. Adverse consequences might be visited if the victim does not consent to the conduct in question or raises any objection thereto.
Laws under which a case can be filed
Section 209, IPC deals with obscene acts and songs and lays down:

Whoever, to the annoyance of others:
a) does any obscene act in any public place or
b) sings, recites or utters any obscene song, ballad or words in or near any public place, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term, which may extend to 3 months or with fine or both. (Cognizable, bailable and triable offences).

Section 354, IPC deals with assault or criminal force to a woman with the intent to outrage her modesty and lays down that:

Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman, intending to outrage or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby outrage her modesty, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine or both.

Section 509, IPC deals with word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman and lays down that:

Whoever intending to insult the modesty of any woman utters any word, makes any sound or gesture, or exhibits any object intending that such word or sound shall be heard, or that such gesture or object shall be seen by such woman, or intrudes upon the privacy of such woman, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or both. 
Civil suit can be filed for damages under tort laws. That is, the basis for filing the case would be mental anguish, physical harassment, loss of income and employment caused by the sexual harassment.

IV.  Eve teasing

The term Eve teasing is used to refer to sexual harassment of women in public places such as the streets, public transportation , parks, beaches , and cinema halls. This type of a public harassment by a lone man or gangs of women includes such as verbal assaults such as making passes or unwelcome sexual jokes : nonverbal assaults such as showing obscene gestures , winking , whistling , and staring ; and physical assaults such as pinching, fondling and rubbing against women in public places .In addition, several instances of eve teasing have been followed by more violent assaults such as rape and murder.
 Law on Eve Teasing
Though Indian law doesn't use the term 'eve-teasing', victims usually take recourse to Section 298 (A) and (B) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which sentences a man found guilty of making a girl or woman the target of obscene gestures, remarks, songs or recitation for a maximum tenure of three months. Section 292 of the IPC clearly spells out that showing pornographic or obscene pictures, books or slips to a woman or girl draws a fine of Rs.2000 with two years of rigorous imprisonment for first offenders. In case of repeated offence, when and if proved, the offender will be slapped with a fine of Rs.5000 with five years imprisonment. Under Section 509 of the IPC, obscene gestures, indecent body language and acidic comments directed at any woman or girl carries a penalty of rigorous imprisonment for one year or a fine or both.
V. PROSTITUTION 

A prostitute is a person, "who allows her body to be used for lewd purposes in return for payment". Prostitution is the sale of sexual services, such as oral sex or sexual intercourse, for money. Prostitution the word itself speaks about the plight of a woman.
In ancient India prostitutes have been referred as to devdasis. The prostitution continued from ancient and medieval India and has taken a more gigantic outlook in modern India, the devdasi system still continues.
LAW AND PROSTITUTION
I.  The Immoral Traffic (Suppression) Act 1956 (SITA).
The primary law dealing with the status of sex workers is the 1956 law referred to as The Immoral Traffic (Suppression) Act (SITA). According to this law, prostitutes can practice their trade privately but cannot legally solicit customers in public. Organized prostitution (brothels, prostitution rings, pimping, etc.) is illegal. . In particular, the law forbids a sex worker to carry on her profession within 200 yards of a public place.
In practice SITA is not commonly used. The Indian Penal Code (IPC) which predates the SITA is often used to charge sex workers with vague crimes such as "public indecency" or being a "public nuisance" without explicitly defining what these consist of.

II. Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 1956
The Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act, 1956 ("ITPA"), the main statute dealing with sex work in India, does not criminalise prostitution or prostitutes per se, but mostly punishes acts by third parties facilitating prostitution like brothel keeping, living off earnings and procuring, even where sex work is not coerced.

The laws were intended as a means of limiting and eventually abolishing prostitution in India by gradually criminalizing various aspects of sex work. The main points of the PITA are as follows: 

According to Sec 3 Landlords and brothel-keepers can be prosecuted, maintaining a brothel is illegal and the punishment is From 1 to 3 years imprisonment with fine.
According to Sec 4 punishment for live-in lovers who live off a prostitute's earnings are guilty of a crime, the Imprisonment of up to 2 years with fine.

According to Sec 5 A person procures or attempts to procure any body is liable to be punished with the 3 to 7 years imprisonment and fine. Also a person who moves a person from one place to another, (human trafficking), can be prosecuted similarly.

According to Sec 6 Detaining someone at a brothel for the purpose of sexual exploitation can lead to prosecution, and punishment is Imprisonment of more than 7 years.

According to Sec 7 Sex worker also punished for prostitution near any public place or notified area Imprisonment of up to 3 months with fine and A client is guilty of consorting with prostitutes and can be charged if he engages in sex acts with a sex worker within 200 yards of a public place or "notified area" and can be punished with Imprisonment of up to 3 months and if if the sex worker is below 18 years of age then From 7 to 10 years of imprisonment

According to Sec 8 a prostitute who seduces or solicits shall be prosecuted. Similarly, call girls can not publish phone numbers to the public can be punished with imprisonment up to 6 months with fine.

According to Sec 21 The government is legally obligated to provide rescue and rehabilitation in a "protective home" for any sex worker requesting assistance. 
(5) PROHIBITION OF SATI
Historically, the conditions for widows of Hindu families have in all respects been pathetic. Custom had typically demanded that a widow must shave her head and wear only a white sari or other white clothing after the death of her husband. She was prohibited from remarrying and from wearing any gold ornaments. Yet a much more inhuman custom was that a Hindu widow should simply kill herself in the funeral pyre of her husband, in an act of Sati. Many times the act of Sati was not a case of self-destruction. Widows were thrown into the funeral pyre of their husbands and sometimes those who were willing to die in the sacred fire would ask their relatives to tie their hands and legs together to prevent them from escaping when the intense heat became unbearable. But a widow unwilling to be burned to death would be thrown crying for her dear life into the funeral pyre and if she tried to escape would be pushed or held in the fire with long sticks or iron poles.
Law Against Sati Pratha

I. Regulation On Sati Pratha Abolition 1829

Mr Rajah Ram Mohan Roy, a great thinker and reformer from Bengal, and one of the founders of the Indian Press, had to witness these horrendous crimes being committed on his neighbours and fellow human beings.
In 1829 Sir William Bentic with the influence of Rajah Ram Mohan Roy initiated THE REGULATION ON THE ABOLITION OF SATI PRATHA. It declared the practice of sati pratha (burning or burying) alive the widows of Hindus, illegal and punishable by the criminal courts.
II. Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987
A well documented case from 1987 was that of 18-year old Roop Kanwar. In response to this incident, some more recent legislation against the practice was passed, first by the state government of Rajasthan, then by the central government of India.

Following the outcry after the Sati of Roop Kanwar, the Indian Government enacted the Rajasthan Sati Prevention Ordinance, 1987 on October 1, 1987 and later passed the Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987. The Prevention of Sati Act makes it illegal to abet, glorify or attempt to commit Sati. Abetment of Sati, including coercing or forcing someone to commit Sati can be punished by death sentence or  life imprisonment, while glorifying Sati is punishable with 1–7 years in prison.
1)    Glorification of Sati' is defined in section 2

2)    The essence of the Act is in section 3
Notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), whoever attempts to commit Sati and does any act towards such commission shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine or with both
    3)   Abetment' is addressed in section 4
 (i) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), if any person commits Sati, whoever abets the commission of such Sati, either directly or indirectly, shall be punishable with death or imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine.

(ii) If any person attempts to commit Sati, whoever abets such attempt, either directly or indirectly, shall be punishable with imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine.

   4)     Section 5 captured Punishment for offences under the Act 

Whoever does any act for the glorification of Sati shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend to seven years and with a fine which shall not be less than five thousand rupees but which may extend to thirty thousand rupees

   5)   Section 6 gives Power to Collector or the District Magistrate prohibit certain acts.

   6)   Section 7 gives Power to the State Government and Collector or the District Magistrate to remove certain temples or   other structures.

   7)   Section 8 gives Power to Collector or the District Magistrate to seize certain properties.

National Commission for Women
Importance Of The Commission
Women as a class neither belong to a minority group nor are they regarded as a backward class. India has traditionally been a patriarchal society and therefore women have always suffered from social handicaps and disabilities. It thus became necessary to take certain ameliorative steps in order to improve the condition of women in the traditionally male dominated society. 

The lack of constitutional machinery, judicial ability and social interest formed the impetus and need for the formation of the National Commission for Women. It is apparent from the prior mentioned conditions and problems that women in India, though in a better position than their ancestors, were handicapped to a great extent in the early 1990s and these handicaps and injustices against Indian women prompted the Indian Government to constitute the first National Commission for Women in 1992.

The Mandate Of The Commission
Section 10(1) of the Act of 1990 provides a fourteen-point mandate for the National Commission for Women. A general overview of the mandate has been provided and a few significant clauses have been discussed.

Broadly speaking the Commission’s mandate can be divided under four heads –

 (a) safeguard of rights of women granted by the constitution and laws, 

(b) study problems faced by women in the current day and make recommendations to eradicate these problems,

 (c) evaluating the status of Indian women from time to time and 

(d) funding and fighting cases related to women’s rights violations.

Conclusion
 Raising awareness of the issue of violence against women, and educating boys and men to view women as valuable partners in life, in the development of a society and in the attainment of peace are just as important as taking legal steps to protect women's human rights. The Laws inforce in India has substantive means and components to deal with crime against women but it is also true No legal system in any jurisdiction is perfect and each needs improvement on an ongoing basis. There are a number of improvements which can be identified which would substantially help to improve the quality of justice for women in India. To improve the status of the women in the society the need of the hour is that laws should be enacted but they should be backed by strong public willingness and public opinion because so long as conservative social thinking remain deep rooted in the society laws will not be able to achieve their ends. It must be asserted that social reforms is in social thinking, behaviour and law would be effective only if they are backed by major section of the society.


