NDPS court rejects bail pleas of two accused

Syed Rizwanullah, TNN, Aug 12, 2010, 02.30am IST
AURANGABAD: The special Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) court here recently rejected the bail applications of two accused who were among the four people arrested by the Mumbai unit of the central excise and customs, following recovery of contraband drugs, worth several lakhs of rupees, during a raid on an industrial unit Frontier Remedies (FR) near Aurangabad in May 2009. 

The officials of the directorate of revenue intelligence, Mumbai, had raided FR following similar raids at different places in Mumbai and elsewhere. The firm was involved in illegally producing and selling alprazolam and ephedrine without permit. 

Ever since their arrest on May 9, 2009, the foursome were under trial. They include Murukonda Venkata Narayana, owner of FR in Georai Tanda on Paithan road, Riyaz Razzaq Memon, Rahul Balkrishna Shendge, both residents of Mumbai, and Pola Vishwanath from Bellary in Karnataka. 

Two of them, Memon and Shendge, had moved bail applications before the special judge S N Pathak, arguing that the drugs were covered under the Drugs and Cosmetic Act, hence, they could not be tried under the NDPS Act, 1985. 

Special counsel for central excise and customs, Dilip Advant, brought to the notice of the court that huge quantity of contraband had been recovered from them. He told the court that 125 kg of alprazolam and about 320 kg of diazepam were recovered from the godowns and residence of Memon in Mumbai. Advant also told the court that Murukonda had earlier moved four bail applications which were rejected by the court. "Following the arguments, the court rejected the bail pleas of Memon and Shendge," said Advant. 

The drugs were being manufactured at FR and sold in Mumbai and other places allegedly through a racket involving Murukonda, Memon, Shendge and Vishwanath. 

The authorities had recovered 175 kg of alprazolam and 20 kg of ephedrine from the factory owned by Murukonda. Alprazolam is used to treat anxiety, panic disorders, while ephedrine is commonly used as stimulant and appetite suppressant. 


