ANIMAL PROTECTION ORDINANCE
Animal Protection Ordinance

Swedish Code of Statues, SFS 1998:539
Promulgated on June 2, 1988.
 

The Government hereby provides as follows.
 

Livestock buildings
Section 1
(1) Stables and other premises for animals shall be sufficiently spacious to allow all the animals to lie down at one time and to move freely.
(2) The premises shall be so designed as to allow the animals to behave naturally.
Section 2
(1) Livestock buildings shall be so designed as to provide a satisfactory climate. Noise shall be kept at a low level.
(2) Livestock buildings shall be fitted with windows that let in daylight.
(3) The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning exemptions from the second paragraph.
Section 3
The equipment and fittings in livestock buildings and other premises that house animals shall be so designed that they do not inflict injuries or entail risks to the health of the animals. The fittings and other equipment shall not prevent the animals from behaving naturally, nor unwarrantably limit their freedom of movement or otherwise cause them distress.
Section 4
The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning the size and arrangement of premises housing animals.
Prior inspection of livestock buildings
Section 5
(1) Buildings designed to house horses, cattle, reindeer, pigs, sheep, goats, poultry or furred animals may not be built, extended or remodeled without prior approval of the building with respect to animal protection and animal health. The same shall apply to significant modifications of such premises with respect to animal protection and animal health or when a building which has previously been used for another purpose is used or designed and equipped as a livestock building. Buildings in the meaning of this section also refer to parts of buildings.
(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to buildings used by the armed forces.
(3) The National Board of Agriculture may grant exemptions from the first paragraph.
Section 6
(1) The approval of livestock buildings shall be considered by the local county agricultural board.
(2) The county agricultural board shall inspect livestock buildings before they are used.
Pre-testing of new techniques
Section 7
(1) New technical systems and new technical equipment for the housing of animals shall be approved with regard to animal health and protection before use.
(2) The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning exemptions from subsection (1).
Section 8
The approval of new techniques shall be considered by the National Board of Agriculture.
Animal housing
Section 9
Hens for egg production shall not be housed in cages.
Section 10
Cattle which are kept for milk production and which are older than six months shall be sent out to pasture in the summer.
Section 11
(1) Cattle other than those kept for milk production shall be sent out to pasture or kept outdoors in the summer.
(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to animals which are younger than six months, nor to bulls.
Section 12
Breeding pigs shall be given the opportunity to stay outdoors in the summer, where possible.
Section 13
An environment and health protection committee may grant exemptions from sections 10-11, if special reasons exist.
Section 14
Pigs shall be housed in loafing barns.
Section 15
(1) Equipment for immobilization of pigs must not be used other than temporarily.
(2) Electric cow trainers must not be used.
Section 16
(1) Pens for pigs and for calves up to the age of one month shall be provided with litter bedding or similar material.
(2) Stall-floors and cubicles for milk cows shall have an adequate bedding of straw or similar material.
Section 17
The National Board of Agriculture may issue further directions concerning the keeping and treatment of animals, which are bred or kept for the production of food, wool, hides or fur.
Section 18
The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning the tying of animals.
Section 19
The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning prohibitions or conditions relating to the keeping of animals in captivity.
Section 20
A person who, commercially or on a large scale, carries on trade with pet animals shall have received training or otherwise have the knowledge required by the National Board of Agriculture.
Section 21
Premises for animals which are used for commercial trade with pet animals shall be approved by the local environment and health protection committee.
Transportation of animals
Section 22
Persons who transport live animals shall attend to the animals and take the necessary steps to ensure that the animals are not injured or caused any suffering during loading, transport and unloading.
Section 23
The National Board of Agriculture may issue further directions concerning the transport of animals.
Section 24
Special regulations are applicable to the protection of animals in international traffic.
Surgery etc
Section 25
(1) It shall be permitted to castrate domestic animals, dehorn cattle and goats and tail lambs without veterinary justification.
(2) The above measures may be taken without recourse to a veterinarian provided that
1. castration is performed on male animals, in the case of cattle and sheep before the animal has reached the age of two months and in the case of pigs before the animal has reached the age of six weeks.
2. cattle are dehorned before the animals have reached the age of one month and goats before they have reached the age of two weeks, and
3. lambs shall be tailed before they have reached the age of one week.
(3) Male reindeer may be castrated without recourse to a veterinarian.
Section 26
The National Board of Agriculture may issue further directions concerning surgery without veterinary justification and cases where operations may be performed without recourse to a veterinarian.
Section 27
The National Board of Agriculture may issue further directions concerning the performance of surgery on animals.
Section 28
(1) It is prohibited to feed animals with hormones or other substances in order to alter their characteristics for any other purpose than to prevent, establish the existence of, cure or alleviate disease or symptoms of disease.
(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to substances embraced by the Food Act (1985:285).
(3) The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning exceptions or may in special cases grant exemptions from subsection (1).
Section 29
The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning prohibitions or conditions relating to breeding of a kind that may entail suffering for the animals or have an effect on their natural behaviour.
Slaughter, etc
Section 30
(1) Animals shall be stunned prior to slaughter in such a way as to cause rapid unconsciousness. They must not regain consciousness.
(2) The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning methods of anaesthesia.
Section 31
The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning exemptions from the requirement for anaesthesia referred to in Section 14 (1) of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) in the case of poultry and rabbits.
Section 32
The National Board of Agriculture may issue further directions concerning the slaughter and destruction of animals in other cases.
Races and exhibitions involving animals
Section 33
(1) A veterinarian appointed by the National Board of Agriculture shall be present at public rases involving animals or, if the National Board of Agriculture so decides, by the county administrative board. Before the races, the veterinarian shall inspect the racing area and the animals taking part. If the animals are subjected, or liable to be subjected , to injury or other suffering the veterinarian shall immediately cancel the race, wholly or in part, or the participation therein of a certain animal.
(2) The National Board of Agriculture may issue further directions to the veterinarian.
(3) The National Board of Agriculture shall determine the veterinarian's fee. The fee shall be paid by the organizer of the race.
(4) If special reasons exist, the National Board of Agriculture may grant exemptions from subsection (1), sentence 1.
Section 34
The National Board of Agriculture may issue further directions concerning the training of animals and their use in races and other activities referred to in Section 17 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) and concerning the organization of such races and activities.
Section 35
(1) Animals may not be taken on tours and exhibited publicly in menageries.
(2) Monkeys, predators, with the exception of domesticated dogs and cats, pinnipeds with the exception of sea-lions, rhinoceroses, hippopotamuses, deer, giraffes, kangaroos, birds of prey, ratite birds and crocodiles may not be taken on tours and publicly exhibited.
Section 36
Other animals than those referred to in Section 36 (2) may only be exhibited publicly in performances at circuses, variety shows or similar entertainments and, provided they have been shown in such performances, in livestock buildings or other premises for animals. The young of the animals, may be exhibited even if they have not taken part in such performances.
Section 37
If a zoological garden, park or other type of zoo is established, it may not be used for the public exhibition of animals before it has been approved by the National Board of Agriculture. The same also applies if the animals are moved and in the case of new buildings, extensions and rebuilding of any significance.
Section 38
Measures embraced by the provisions concerning doping etc in Section 18 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) shall be described in directions issued by the National Board of Agriculture.
Section 39
The cost of supervising compliance with the prohibition against doping etc in Section 18 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) shall, if such supervision takes place at a race, be paid by the organizer of the race and, if it takes place in connection with training, by the owner of the animal.
Use of animals for scientific purposes, etc
Section 40
Matters concerning permission pursuant to Section 19 (1), sentence 1 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) to use animals for scientific purposes shall be considered by the National Board of Agriculture.
Section 41
Examinations on ethical grounds pursuant to Section 21 (1) of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) shall be conducted by ethical committees on animal experiments.
Section 42
The number of ethical committees on animal experiments shall be decided by the National Board for Laboratory Animals; the number shall, however, be not less than six. The committees shall be distributed throughout the country in places decided by the National Board for Laboratory Animals.
Section 43
(1) Each committee shall have a chairman and a vice-chairman and include laymen, research workers and representatives of the personnel who handle laboratory animals.
(2) The National Board for Laboratory Animals shall appoint the chairman and the vice-chairman, who shall be impartial and shall preferably have legal training and experience as judge.
(3) Half of the other members of the Board shall be laymen. The number of representatives for animal protection organizations on the Board shall represent less than half of the lay members of the Board.
Section 44
(1) The number of members of the ethical committees for animal experiments shall be decided by the National Board for Laboratory Animals. The number may not, however, exceed 14.
(2) The members shall be appointed by the National Board for Laboratory Animals for not more than three years at a time.
Section 45
To constitute a quorum a committee shall consist of the chairman and the number of other members stipulated by the National Board for Laboratory Animals. Half of these members shall be laymen. The chairman and the vice-chairman may not both take part in the committee's decisions at the same time.
Section 46
A committee may entrust the preparation of matters to one or more of its members.
Section 47
Further details concerning the organization of the Board and the consideration of matters to be decided by it shall be issued by the National Board for Laboratory Animals.
Section 48
(1) The ethical committees for animal experimentation shall have an advisory role. They shall provide advisory services to those responsible for animal experiments.
(2) Reconsideration of experiments on ethical grounds shall take place every three years.
Section 49 
(1) In considering a case the committee shall weigh the importance of the experiment against the suffering inflicted on the animal.
(2) The committee shall advise against the use of animals for scientific purposes if this cannot be regarded as being in the public interest. The committee shall also advise against the use of animal experiments when it is possible to acquire comparable information by other means.
(3) Examinations on ethical grounds shall also embrace the treatment and housing of animals in connection with their use for experimental purposes.
Section 50
The National Board of Agriculture may issue directions concerning exemptions from the provisions relating to the breeding of laboratory animals in Section 19 (2), sentence 2 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534).
Section 51
A person using animals for the purposes referred to in Section 19 (1) of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) shall have the training stipulated by the National Board for Laboratory Animals.
Section 52
The National Board for Laboratory Animals may issue directions concerning exemptions from the requirement for examinations on ethical grounds pursuant to Section 21 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) if the animals are not subjected to surgery, injections, bleeding or other suffering.
Section 53
Before the performance of surgery of any significance on a warm blooded animal pursuant to Section 19 (1) of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534), the animal shall be anaesthetized. If necessary in view of the purpose of the surgery, this may be performed under incomplete anaesthesia or without anaesthesia. Where possible, an analgesic or tranquilizer shall be used in such cases in order to alleviate the suffering to the animal.
Section 54
A person using animals for the purposes referred to in Section 19 (1) of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) shall, pursuant to the regulations issued by the National Board for Laboratory Animals,
1. provide information about the number of animals and kind of animals used,
2. keep records of the purchase of animals, and
3. keep records of the measures taken.
Section 55
(1) Premises for laboratory animals must not be built, extended or rebuilt without the prior approval of the National Board of Agriculture with respect to animal protection. The same shall apply when premises are modified in a way which is material to considerations of animals protection or when premises which have previously been used for other purposes are taken into use or equipped to house laboratory animals.
(2) Further details concerning premises for laboratory animals shall be issued by the National Board of Agriculture.
Supervision, etc
Section 56
County administrative boards shall exercise regional supervision of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534).
Section 57
Consideration of the approval of new techniques shall be subject to a fee in accordance with directions issued by the National Board of Agriculture.
Section 58
(1) If a supervisory authority other than a county administrative board considers there is reason to prohibit a person from having animals in his care pursuant to Section 29 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534), the authority shall report the matter to the county administrative board without delay. Such a report shall contain an account of the details of the matter.
(2) The same shall apply if there is reason to take animals in charge under the provisions of Section 31 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534).
Section 59
Further directions concerning the procedure for taking animals in charge under the provisions of Sections 31 and 32 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) may be issued by the National Board of Agriculture.
Implementation provisions
Section 60
Further directions concerning the implementation of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) and this Ordinance may be issued by the National Board of Agriculture.
______________
This Ordinance enters into force, with respect to Sections 7 and 10 on July 1, 1990, with respect to Section 21 on July 1, 1989, with respect to Sections 28 and 43-46 on January 1, 1989, and otherwise on July 1, 1988.
On entry into force of this Ordinance, the following Ordinances shall cease to be valid:
1. the Ordinance (1959:486) concerning the Public Exhibition of Animals,
2. the Ordinance (1968:736) concerning the Taking of Animals in Charge, etc,
3. the Ordinance concerning Premises for the Housing of Animals (1973:270),
4. the Ordinance (1973:272) concerning Castration of Certain Animals,
5. the Ordinance (1973:286) concerning the Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes etc,
6. the Ordinance concerning Animal Protection (1979:287), and
7. the Ordinance (1980:1128) concerning the Slaughter of Domestic Animals.
Premises for animals which are in use prior to entry into force of this Ordinance may be used up to the end of the year 1993 notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 1-3.
Nor shall the provisions of Sections 11 and 14-16 be applicable during the above period to the housing of animals in such premises.
Buildings for cage hens existing at the time of the entry into force of this Ordinance may be used up to the end of the year 1998 notwithstanding the provisions of Article 9.
The National Board of Agriculture may, if necessary under a transitional period,
1. issue further directions concerning exemption from Sections 10 and 11 of the Animal Protection Act (1988:534) and from Section 1-3, 9 -11 and 4-16 of this Ordinance,
2. grant exemptions from Sections 10 and 11 of the Animal Protection Act and from Sections 1-3, 9 and 14-16 of this Ordinance.
Until the activities referred to in Section 16, items 2 and 3 of the Animal Protection Act are carried out on July 1, 1988, they may continue until the end of June 1989 without permission.
Major equestrian events with international participation may upon permission by the National Board of Agriculture be arranged until the end of the Year 1993 notwithstanding the provisions of Section 18 of the Animal Protection Act, if special reasons exist.
The activities of universities or research institutes, laboratories or hospitals under the management of the state, county councils, municipalities or AB Swedish Laboratory Service may be carried on without permission pursuant to Section 19 (1) sentence 1 of the Animal Protection Act until the end of the year 1989. The existing provisions relating to responsible supervision shall apply to these activities.
The requirement pursuant to Section 20 (1) of the Animal Protection Act concerning the requirement for a superintendent shall not apply until January 1, 1989.
In case of the ethical committees for animal experiments the existing provisions shall apply until the end of 1988 instead of Sections 43-46 of this Ordinance.
On behalf of the Government,
MATS HELLSTROM
Hans Pettersson
(Ministry of Agriculture)
 

