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SCHEDULE I : NOTICE OF MARRIAGE

Foot Notes

[Act No. 15 of 1872 dated 18th. July, 1872]

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relatinthbsolemnization in India of the marriages of
Christians.

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amemddkv relating to the solemnization in India of the
marriages of persons professing the Christianicalig

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

PRELIMINARY

1. Short title Extent

This Act may be called the Indian Christian Mareakgct, 1872.
![It extends to the whole of Indfexcept’[the territories which, immediately before the Mtvember,

1956, were comprised in the States] of Travancareh, Manipur and Jammu and Kashmifr].]
5
[***]

[2. Enactmentsrepealed -Repealed by the Repealing Act, 1938]

3. Interpretation-clause

In this Act unless there is something repugnamhtésubject or context,-

"Church of England” and "Anglican” mean and applytte Church of England as by law established;
"Church of Scotland" means the Church of Scotlembyalaw established,;

"Church of Rome" and" "Roman Catholic" means anglyafo the Church which regards the Pope of Rome
as its spiritual head;

"Church" includes any chapel or other building gefig used for public Christian worship;

’["India" means thé[territories} to which this Act extends;]



"minor" means a person who has not completed theofityventy-one years and who is not a widower or a
window;

8[***]

the expression "Christians" means persons profgs$saChristian religion;

°land the expression "Indian Christians" includes @ristian descendants of natives of India coedeit
Christianity, as well as such converts;]

9"Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marridgasans a Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages appointed under the Births, Deaths andidges Registration Act, 1886.]

4. Marriagesto be solemnized according to Act

Every marriage between persons, one or both of wisdHor are] a Christian or Christians, shall be
solemnized in accordance with the provisions ofrtt following section; and any such marriage
solemnized otherwise than in accordance with suchigions shall be void.

5. Persons by whom marriages may be solemnized

Marriages may be solemnized'ffindia]-

(1) by any person who has received episcomthation, provided that the marriage be solemnized
according to the rules, rites, ceremonies and oustaf the Church of which he is a Minister;

(2) by any Clergyman of the Church of Scotlgmbyvided that such marriage be solemnized accgrdin
to the rules, rites, ceremonies and customs ofthech of Scotland;

(3) by any Minister of Religion licensed undieis Act to solemnize marriages;

(4) by, or in the presence of, a Marriage Regisappointed under this Act;

(5) by any person licensed under this Act Bmgcertificates of marriage betwe®findian] Christians.

1416, Grant and revocation of licenses to solemnize marriages

The State Government, so far as regards the téestander its administratiol[***] may, by notification
in the Official Gazettéd***], grant licenses to Ministers of Religion tmkemnize marriages within such
territories[***] and may, by a like notification, revoke sudicenses.]

7.Marriage Registrar

The State Government may appoint one or more @Gmisteither by name or as holding any office lfar t
time being, to be the Marriage Registrar or Mari&ggistrars for any district subject to its adsti@ition.

Senior Marriage Registrars

Where there are more Marriage Registrars thanroaay district, the State Government shall appoiret
of them to be the Senior Marriage Registrar.

M agistrate when to be Marriage Registrar

When there is only one Marriage Registrar in aridistand such Registrar is absent from such distor
ill, or when his office is temporarily vacant, theagistrate of the district shall act as, and berrhdge
Registrar thereof during such absence, illnesteraporary vacancy.

[8. Marriage Registrarsin Indian States- Repealed by the A.O. 1950]



9. Licensing of personsto grant certificates of marriage between Indian Christians

The State GovernmeH{***] may grant a license to any Christian, eith® name or as holding any office
for the time being, authorizing him to grant céctifes of marriage betweéfiindian] Christians.

Any such license may be revoked by the authorityhich it was granted, and every such grant or
revocation shall be notified in the Official Gazett

10. Timefor solemnizing marriage

Every marriage under this Act shall be solemnizetvieen the hours of six in the morning and sevehen
evening :

Exceptions

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply t

(1) A Clergyman of the Church of England solé&img a marriage under a special license permitting
him to do so at any hour other than between stkémmorning and seven in the evening, under thd han
and seal of the Anglican Bishop of the DioceseisiGommissary, or

(2) a Clergyman of the Church of Rome solenmgjz marriage between the hours of seven in the
evening and six in the morning, when he has redetvgeneral or special license in that behalf fthen
Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese or Vicariatevhich such marriage is so solemnized or from such
person as the same Bishop has authorised to greniisense!Jor

(3) a Clergyman of the Church of Scotland solizing a marriage according to the rules, rites,
ceremonies and customs of the Church of Scotland].

11. Place for solemnizing marriage

No Clergyman of the Church of England shall solerard marriage in any place other than a church
Iwhere worship is generally held according to terfs of the Church of England)],

unless there is Md[such] church within five miles distance by the ghst road from such place, or
unless he has received a special licence authgrigm to do so under the hand and seal of the Aagli
Bishop of the Diocese or his Commissary.

Feefor special license

For such special license, the Registrar of the &eanay charge such additional fee as he said [Bisho
from time to time authorizes.

PART Il : MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY MINISTERS OF RELIGION
LICENSED UNDER THISACT

12. Notice of intended marriage

Whenever a marriage is intended to be solemnizexiMinister of Religion licensed to solemnize
marriages under this Act-
One of the persons intending marriage shall giteaadn writing, according to the form containectfire
First Schedule hereto annexed, or to the like &ffeche Minister of Religion whom he or she desito
solemnize the marriage, and shall state therein-
(a) the name and surname, and the professicondlition, of each of the persons intending mggja
(b) the dwelling-place of each of them,



(c) the time during which each has dwelt thare]

(d) the church or private dwelling in which timarriage is to be solemnized :

Provided that, if either of such persons hasltin the place mentioned in the notice during enthian
one month, it may be stated therein that he ohslsedwelt there one month and upwards.

13. Publication of such notice

If the persons intending marriage desire it todleranized in a particular church, and if the Miarsbf
Religion to whom such notice has been deliveredrtitled to officiate therein, he shall cause tbéae to
be affixed in some conspicuous part of such church.

Return or transfer of notice

But if he is not entitled to officiate as a Minista such church, he shall, at his option, eitletum the
notice to the person who delivered it to him, dive it to some other Minister entitled to offitéatherein,
who shall thereupon cause the notice to be affasdforesaid.

14. Notice of intended marriagein private dwelling

If it be intended that the marriage shall be soligeuhin a private dwelling, the Minister of Religioon
receiving the notice prescribed in section 12,Idbalvard it to the Marriage Registrar of the distrwho
shall affix the same to some conspicuous placésiorn office.

15. Sending copy of noticeto Marriage Registrar when one party isa minor

When one of the persons intending marriage is @mavery Minister receiving such notice shall,asd
within twenty-four hours after its receipt he retsithe same under the provisions of section 13| bgithe
post or otherwise a copy of such notice to the Mge Registrar of the district, or, if there be mtran
one Registrar of such district, to the Senior Maye Registrar.

16. Procedure on receipt of notice

The Marriage Registrar or Senior Marriage Registiarhe case may be, on receiving any such netied,
affix it to some conspicuous place in his own afiand the latter shall further cause a copy oftié
notice to be sent to each of the other MarriagadRegs in the same district, who shall likewisélmh the
same in the manner above directed.

17. Issue of certificate of notice given and declaration made

Any Minister of Religion consenting or intendinggolemnize any such marriage as aforesaid, shmall, o
being required so to do by or on behalf of the getsy whom the notice was given, and upon one®f th
persons intending marriage making the declaratemihafter required, issue under his hand a ceatii of
such notice having been given and of such deaterdtaving been made :

Proviso

Provided-
(1) that no such certificate shall be issuetil the expiration of four days after the date lné receipt of
the notice by such Minister;



(2) that no lawful impediment be shown to taigfaction why such certificate should not issareg
(3) that the issue of such certificate hashan forbidden, in manner hereinafter mentionedirtyy
person authorized in that behalf.

18. Declar ation beforeissue of certificate

The certificate mentioned in section 17 shall rdtdsued until one of the persons intending maerteas
appeared personally before the Minister and magit#esmn declaration-

(a) that he or she believes that there is npirmpediment of kindred or affinity, or other lawf
hindrance, to the said marriage,
and when either or both of the parties is or am@reor or minors.

(b) that the consent or consents required Wwyhias or have been obtained thereto, or that fkere
person resident in India having authority to giuetsconsent, as the case may be.

19. Consent of father, or guardian, or mother

The father, if living, of any minor or, if the faghbe dead, the guardian of the person of suchrrémal, in
case there be no such guardian, then the motlsrcbfminor, may give consent to the minor's magjag
and such consent is hereby required for the sameage, unless no person authorized to give such
consent be resident in India.

20. Power to prohibit by noticeissue of certificate

Every person whose consent to a marriage is refjuimder section 19, is hereby authorized to prokiie
issue of he certificate by any Minister, at anydiltrefore the issue of the same, by notice in vgritinsuch
Minister, subscribed by the person so authorizet tis or her name and place of abode and posititin
respect to either of the persons intending marringeeason of which he or she is so authorized as
aforesaid.

21. Procedure on receipt of notice

If any such notice be received by such Ministerslhal not issue his certificate and shall not iswize the
said marriage until he has examined into the maftére said prohibition, and is satisfied that preeson
prohibiting the marriage has no lawful authority snich prohibition,

or until the said notice is withdrawn by the persdro gave it.

22. |ssue of certificatein caseof minority

When either of the persons intending marriagensrer, and the Minister is not satisfied that thh@sent
of the consent of the person whose consent tosachage is required by section 19 has been oltaine
such Minister shall not issue such certificatelthg expiration of fourteen days after the receiphim of
the notice of marriage.

23. Issue of certificatesto Indian Christians.

When any[Indian] Christian about to be married takes ag®tf marriage to a Minister of Religion, or
applies for a certificate from such Minister undection 17, such Minister shall, before issuing the
certificate, ascertain



whether such¥[Indian] Christian is cognizant of the purport aféect of the said notice or certificate, as
the case may be, and, if not, shall translate os&#0 be translated the notice or certificatautths
Y¥Indian] Christian into some language which he ustinds.

24, Form of certificate

The certificate to be issued by such Minister shalln the form contained in the Second Schedulethie
annexed, or to the like effect.

25. Solemnization of marriage

After the issue of the certificate by the Ministerarriage may be solemnized between the persoreitthe
described according to such form or ceremony asfihester thinks fit to adopt :
Provided that the marriage be solemnized in theguree of at least two witnesses besides the Ministe

26. Certificate void if marriage not solemnized within two months

Whenever a marriage is not solemnized within twathse after the date of the certificate issued bghs
Minister as aforesaid, such certificate and alcpealings (if any) thereon shall be void,

and no person shall proceed to solemnize the saidage until new notice has been given and afetie
thereof issued in manner aforesaid.

PART IV : REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY MINISTERS
OF RELIGION

27. Marriages when to be registered

All marriages hereafter solemnized'ffindia] between persons one or both of whom prafess profess
the Christian religion, except marriages solemnizeder Part V or Part VI of this Act, shall be stgred
in manner hereinafter prescribed.

28. Registration of marriages solemnized by Clergymen of Church of England

Every Clergyman of the Church of England shall kaepgister of marriages and shall register therein
according to the tabular form set forth in the @itBchedule hereto annexed, every marriage which he
solemnizes under this Act.

29. Quarterly returnsto Archdeaconry

Every Clergyman of the Church of England shall stemul times in every year returns in duplicate,
authenticated by his signature, of the entriedénregister of marriages solemnized at any pla@ravhe
has any spiritual charge, to the Registrar of thehdeaconry to which he is subject, or within tingts of
which such place is situate.

Contents of returns



Such quarterly returns shall contain all the estdEmarriages contained in the said register filoanfirst
day of January to the thirty-first day of Marchyrfr the first day of April to the thirtieth day afide, from
the first day of July to the thirtieth day of Sapteer, and from the first day of October to thetshifirst day
of December, of each year, respectively, and stgadlent by such Clergyman within two weeks from the
expiration of each of the quarters above specified.

The said Registrar upon receiving the said retshasl send one copy thereof to figegistrar General of
a Births, Deaths and Marriages].

30. Registration and returns of marriages solemnized by Clergymen of Chur ch of
Rome

Every marriage solemnized by a Clergyman of ther@hof Rome shall be registered by the person and
according to the form directed in that behalf by Boman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese or Vicariate
which such marriage is solemnized,

And such person shall forward quarterly to HjRegistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages]
returns of the entries of all marriages registdngtiim during the three months next preceding.

31. Registration and returns of marriages solemnized by Clergymen of Church of
Scotland

Every Clergyman of the Church of Scotland shallkaeegister of marriages,

and shall register therein, according to the tatfiglan set forth in the Third Schedule hereto amugx
every marriage which he solemnizes under this Act,

and shall forward quarterly to ti8Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriagéspugh the Senior
Chaplain of the Church of Scotland, returns, simibethose prescribed in section 29, of all suchriages

32. Certain marriagesto beregistered in duplicate

Every marriage solemnized by any person who haswed episcopal ordination, but who is not a
Clergyman of the Church of England, or of the ChusE Rome, or by any Minister of Religion licensed
under this Act to solemnize marriages, shall imratdy after the solemnization thereof, be registéne
duplicate by the person solemnizing the same; {¢h@t say) in a marriage-register-book to be kgphim
for the purpose, according to the form containethéFourth Schedule hereto annexed, and also in a
certificate attached to the marriage-register-ba®k counterfoil.

33. Entries of such marriagesto be signed and attested

The entry of such marriage in both the certificatel marriage-register-book shall be signed by greqn
solemnizing the marriage, and also by the persanrsied, and shall be attested by two credible vgies,
other than the person solemnizing the marriagesgpiteat its solemnization.

Every such entry shall be made in order from ttgirbéng to the end of the book, and the numbehef t
certificate shall correspond with that of the eritrghe marriage-register-book.

34. Certificate to be forwarded to Marriage Registrar, copied, and sent to Registrar
General

The person solemnizing the marriage shall forthwéparate the certificate from the marriage-registe
book and send it, within one month from the timehaf solemnization, to the Marriage Registrar ef th
district in which the marriage was solemnized jfahere be more Marriage Registrars than oneheo t
Senior Marriage Registrar,



who shall cause such certificate to be copiedanook to be kept by him for that purpose,

and shall send all the certificates which he hasived during the month, with such number and sigea
or initials added thereto as are hereinafter reqiito th&J[Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages].

35. Copies of certificatesto be entered and numbered

Such copies shall be entered in order from thermégg to the end of the said book, and shall beér the
number of the certificate as copied, and also abmurto be entered by the Marriage Registrar, initiga
the number of the entry of the said copy in the smiok, according to the order in which he recerash
certificate

36. Registrar to add number of entry to certificate, and send to Registrar General

The Marriage Registrar shall also add such lasttimesed number of the entry of the copy in the btmk
the certificate, with his signature or initials dashall, at the end of every month, send the sartieet
*IRegistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages]

37. Registration of marriages between Indian Christians, by personsreferred toin
clauses (1), (2) and (3) of section 5.

When any marriage betwe&fiindian] Christians is solemnizéf{by any such person, Clergyman or
Minister of Religion as is referred to in clausg, dause (2), or clause (3) of section 5], thesper
solemnizing the same shall, instead of proceediritbe manner provided by section 28 to 36, both
inclusive, register the marriage in a separatestegbook, and shall keep it safely until it i$efil, or, if he
leave the district in which he solemnized the nagyei before the said book is filled, shall make akier
same to the person succeeding to his duties iaditedistrict.

Custody and disposal of register-book

Whoever has the control of the book at the timemihés filled, shall send it to the Marriage Regis of
the district, or, if there be more Marriage Regigtrthan one, to the Senior Marriage Registrar, sttadl
send it to thé’[Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriagesbe kept by him with the records of
his office.

PART V: MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY, OR IN THE PRESENCE OF, A
MARRIAGE REGISTRAR

38. Notice of intended marriage before Marriage Registrar

When a marriage is intended to be solemnized biy tire presence of, a Marriage Registrar, onéef t
parties to such marriage shall give notice in wgtiin he form contained in the First Schedule toere
annexed, or to the like effect, to any Marriage iReegr of the district within which the parties leagwelt,
or, if the parties dwell in different districts,alhgive the like notice to a Marriage Registraeath
district,

and shall state therein the name and surnamehamatofession or condition, of each of the parties
intending, marriage, the dwelling-place of eactheim, the time during which each has dwelt thezir,
the place of which the marriage is to be solemnized



Provided that, if either party has dwelt in thecglatated in the notice for more than one montngaiy be
stated therein that he or she has dwelt there amthmand upwards

39. Publication of notice

Every Marriage Registrar shall, on receiving angtsootice, cause a coy thereof to be affixed inesom
conspicuous place in his office.

When one of the parties intending marriage is eomievery Marriage Registrar shall, within twenbuf
hours after the receipt by him of the notice ofteaarriage, send, by post or otherwise, a copyioiis
notice to each of the other Marriage registrararif) in the same district, who shall likewiseatfie copy
in some conspicuous place in his own office.

40. Noticeto befiled and copy entered in Marriage Notice Book

The Marriage Registrar shall file all such notieasl keep them with the records of his office,

and shall also forthwith enter a true copy of alilsnotices in a book to be furnished to him fatth
purpose by the State Government, and to be cdltiMarriage Notice Book" ;

and the Marriage Notice Book shall be open ateakonable times, without fee, to all persons desiod
inspecting the same.

41. Certificate of notice given and oath made

If the party by whom the notice was given requédstsMarriage Registrar to issue the certificatet nex
hereinafter mentioned, and if one of the partiésriding marriage has made oath as hereinafterrestjui
the Marriage Registrar shall issue under his hareltificate of such notice having been given ahsuch
oath having been made :

Proviso

Provided-

that no lawful impediment be shown to his satiséactvhy such certificate should not issue ;

that the issue of such certificate has not bedsidden, in manner hereinafter mentioned, by angqrer
authorized in that behalf by this Act ;

that four days after the receipt of the notice hexired, and further,

that where, by such oath, it appears that oneepéities intending marriage is a minor, fourteaysdafter
the entry of such notice have expired.

42. Oath beforeissue of certificate

The certificate mentioned in section 41 shall rdtdsued by any Marriage Registrar, until one ef th
parties intending marriage appears personally befoch Marriage Registrar, and make Gath

(a) that he or she believes that there is nptimpediment of kindred or affinity, or other |lawf
hindrance, to the said marriage, and

(b) that both the parties have, or (where theye dwelt in the districts of different Marriagedsstrars)
that the party making such oath has, had theimhiger usual place of abode within the districsa¢h
Marriage Registrar,
and, where either or each of the parties is a minor

(c) that the consent or consents to such nggrmiequired by law has or have been obtained thevet
that there is no person resident in India authdripegive such consent, as the case may be.



43. Petition to High Court to order certificatein lessthan fourteen days

When one of the parties intending marriage is aomiand both such parties are at the time residesnty
of the towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, aeddasirous of being married in less than fourtesys d
after the entry of each notice as aforesaid, thay apply by petition to a Judge of the High Cofat,an
order upon the Marriage Registrar to whom the eaditcmarriage has been given, directing him todéssu
his certificate before the expiration of the saidrfeen days required by section 41.

Order on petition

And on sufficient cause being shown, the said Jungg in his discretion, make an order upon such
Marriage Registrar, directing him to issue hisifiegte at any time to be mentioned in the saiceord
before the expiration of the fourteen days so meghii

And the said Marriage Registrar, on receipt ofdhiel order, shall issue his certificate in accocgan
therewith.

44. Consent of father or guardian

The provisions of section 19 apply to every maeiagder this Part, either of the parties to whech i
minor ;

Protest against issue of certificate

And any person whose consent to such marriage wmuleéquired thereunder may enter a protest against
the issue of he Marriage Registrar’s certificatewhiting, at any time before the issue of suchifieate,

the word "forbidden" opposite to the entry of tlwice of such intended marriage in the Marriageidéot
Book, and by subscribing thereto his or her nantepdace of abode, and his or her position with eespo
either of the parties, by reason of which he oriste® authorised.

Effect of protest

When such protest has been entered, no certifitetibissue until the Marriage Registrar has exauohin
into the matter of the protest, and is satisfied thought not to obstruct the issue of the desdte for the
said marriage, or until the protest be withdrawrth®/person who entered it.

45. Petition wher e per son whose consent is necessary isinsane, or unjustly withholds
consent

If any person whose consent is necessary to anyagearunder this Part is of unsound mind,

or if any such person (other than the father) withost cause withholds his consent to the marriage
the parties intending marriage may apply by petjtishere the person whose consent is necessary is
resident within any of the towns of Calcutta, Madaad Bombay, to a Judge of the High Court, oeifsh
not resident within any of the said towns, theth® District Judge :

Procedure on petition

And the said Judge of the High Court, or Distristide, as the case may be, may examine the allagaifo
the petition in a summary way ;



and, if upon examination such marriage appearsepyepch Judge of the High Court or District Judtge
the case may be, shall declare the marriage todpepmarriage.

Such declaration shall be as effectual as if theqrewhose consent was needed had consented to the
marriage ;

and if he has forbidden the issue of the Marriaggiftrar’s certificate, such certificate shall bsuied and
the like proceedings may be had under this Paslation to the marriage as if the issue of suctifi=te
has not been forbidden.

46. Petition when Marriage Registrar refuses certificate

Whenever a Marriage Registrar refuses to issuetidficate under this Part, either of the partie®imding
marriage may apply by petition, where the disticsuch Registrar is within any of the towns of c@éfa,
Madras and Bombay, to a Judge of the High Couiif,sarch district is not within any of the said tosy
then to the District Judge.

Procedure on petition

The said Judge of the High Court, or district Jydgethe case may be, may examine the allegatidghe o
petition in a summary way, and shall decide thereon

The decision of such Judge of the High Court atridisludge, as the case may be, shall be findl tlae
Marriage Registrar to whom the application for iggue of a certificate was originally made shatiqered
in accordance therewith.

[47. Petition when Marriage Registrar in Indian State refuses certificate- Repealed
by the A.O. 1950]

48. Petition when Registrar doubtsauthority of person forbidding

Whenever a Marriage Registrar, acting under thgigians of section 44, is not satisfied that thespe
forbidding the issue of the certificate is authedzy law so to do, the said Marriage Registrall sipply
by petition, where his district is within any ofetlhowns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, to a Jofitiee
High Court, or if such district be not within anf/tbe said towns, then to the District Judge.

Procedure on petition

The said petition shall state all the circumstapicthe case, and pray for the order and directidhe
Court concerning the same,

and the said Judge of the High Court or Districighy as the case may be, shall examine into the
allegations of the petition and the circumstanddb® case,

and if, upon such examination, it appears thaptreon forbidding the issue of such certificateds
authorized by law so to do, such Judge of the Kighrt or District Judge, as the case may be, shall
declare that the person forbidding the issue ofi sictificate is not authorized as aforesaid,

and thereupon such certificate shall be issuedttentike proceedings may be had in relation tdhsuc

ggarriage as if the issue had not been forbidden.
[***]

49. Liability for frivolous protest against issue of certificate

Every person entering a protest with the Marriaggi&rar, under this Part, against the issue of any
certificate, on grounds which such Marriage Registunder section 44, or a Judge of the High Cawutthe



District Judge, under section 45 or 46, declardsetérivolous and such as ought not to obstrucigbee of
the certificate, shall be liable for the costs lbpeoceedings in relation thereto and for damagebe
recovered by suit by the person against whose aggrisuch protest was entered.

50. Form of certificate

The certificate to be issued by the Marriage Regjistnder the provisions of section 41 shall bthéform
contained in the Second Schedule to this Act arthex¢o the like effect,

and the State Government shall furnish to everyridge Registrar a sufficient number of forms of
certificate.

51. Solemnization of marriage after issue of certificate

After the issue of the certificate of the Marridgegistrar,

or, where notice is required to be given under Afusto the Marriage Registrars for different distis, after
the issue of the certificates of the Marriage Regis for such districts,

marriage may, if there be no lawful impedimenttte marriage of the parties described in such watd
or certificates, be solemnized between them, agegto such form and ceremony as they think fit to
adopt.

But every such marriage shall be solemnized irptesence of some Marriage Registrar (to whom $ieall
delivered such certificate or certificates as afai@), and of two or more credible witnesses baside
Marriage Registrar.

And in some part of the ceremony each of the padiall declare as follows, or to the like effect :

"I do solemnly declare that | know not of any lahifupediment why I, A.B., may not be joined in
matrimony to C. D."

And each of the parties shall say to the othepBewis or to the like effect :-

"I call upon these persons here present to wittiedd, A.B., do take thee, C.D., to be my lawfiddded
wife [or husband]."

52. When marriage not had within two months after notice, new notice required

Whenever a marriage is not solemnized within twaths after the copy of the notice has been enteyed
the Marriage Registrar, as required by sectiortinotice and the certificate, if any, issuedehpon,
and all other proceedings thereupon, shall be yoid

and no person shall proceed to solemnize the ngarrizot shall any Marriage Registrar enter the same
until new notice has been given, and entry made cantificate thereof given, at the time and in the
manner aforesaid.

53. Marriage Registrar may ask for particularsto beregistered

A Marriage Registrar before whom any marriage Isrsoized under this Part may ask of the persobgto
married the several particulars required to bestegid touching such marriage.

54. Registration of marriage solemnized under Part V

After the solemnization of any marriage under fést, the Marriage Registrar present at such
solemnization shall forthwith register the marriageluplicate ; that is to say, in a marriage-regi9ook,
according to the form of the Fourth Schedule heagtrexed, and also in a certificate attached to the
marriage-register-book as a counterfoil.



The entry of such marriage in both the certificate the marriage-register-book shall be signedby t
person by or before whom the marriage has beemsited, if there be any such person, and by the
Marriage Registrar present at such marriage, whetheot it is solemnized by him, and also by theties
married, and attested by two credible witnessesrdttan the Marriage Registrar and person solenmizi
the marriage.

Every such entry shall be made in order from ttgirbéng to the end of the book, and the numbehef t
certificate shall correspond with that of the eritrghe marriage-register-book.

55. Certificatesto be sent monthly to Registrar General

The Marriage Registrar shall forthwith separatedésificate from the marriage-register-book anat s
at the end of every month, to tffgRegistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages]

Custody of register-book

The Marriage Registrar shall kept safely the sagister-book until it is filled, and shall then ddnhto the
*IRegistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriagesbe kept by him with the records of his office.

[56. Officersto whom Registrarsin Indian States shall send certificates- Repealed
by the A.O. 1950]

57. Registrarsto ascertain that notice and certificate are under stood by Indian
Christians

When any*Indian] Christian about to be married gives a c®®f marriage, or applies for a certificate
from a Marriage Registrar, such Marriage Registhall ascertain whether the saffindian] Christian
understands the English language, and, if he doeshe Marriage Registrar shall translate, or edoshe
translated, such notice or certificate, or botthein, as the case may be, to stffindian] Christian into a
language which he understands;

or the Marriage Registrar shall otherwise ascemdiather thé”[Indian] Christian is cognizant of the
purport and effect of the said notice and certiéica

58. Indian Christiansto be made to under stand declar ations

When any*Indian] Christian is married under the provisi@ighis Part, the person solemnizing the
marriage shall ascertain whether stffmdian] Christian understands the English languagel, if he does
not, the person solemnizing the marriage shathetime of the solemnization, translate, or caadee
translated, to such{Indian] Christian, into a language which he untinds, the declarations made at such
marriage in accordance with the provisions of fus.

59. Registration of marriages between Indian Christians

The registration of marriages betwédindian] Christians under this Part shall be madednformity
with the rules laid down in section 37 9so fartesytare applicable), and not otherwise.

PART VI?": MARRIAGE OF [INDIAN] CHRISTIANS

60. On what conditions marriages of Indian Christians may be certified



Every marriage betweér{Indian] Christians applying for a certificate, #havithout the preliminary
notice required under Part I, be certified unthés Part, if the following conditions be fulfilleénd not
otherwise :-

(1) the age of the man intending to be marffsthall not be undeftwenty-one years]], and the age of
the woman intending to be marri&shall not be unde?[eighteen years]] ;

(2) neither of the persons intending to be fedrshall have a wife or husband still living ;

(3) in the presence of a person licensed uselgion 9, and of at least two credible witnesslesrahan
such person, each of the parties shall say tohmr-ot
"l can upon these persons here present to withass, tA. B., in the presence of Almighty God, andhe
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, do take thee, Golhe my lawful wedded wife [or husband]" or wotds

the like effect.
31[***]

61. Grant of certificate

When, in respect to any marriage solemnized uridePart, the conditions prescribed in section ®#@h
been fulfilled, the person licensed as aforesaigvtiose presence the said declaration has been stwde
on the application of either of the parties to so@rriage, and, on the payment of a fee of fouaangrant
a certificate of the marriage.

The certificate shall be signed by such licensedgre; and shall be received in any suit touchneg t
validity of such marriage as conclusive proof sfliaving been performed.

3162. K eeping of register-book and deposit of extracts ther efrom with Registrar
General

(1) Every person licensed under section 9 dteap in English, or in the vernacular languageriinary
use in the district or State in which the marriages solemnized, and in such form as the State Goent
by which he was licensed may from time to time prié®, a register-book of all marriages solemnized
under this Part in his presence, and shall depotie office of the Registrar General of Birthgdhs and
Marriages for the territories under the adminigbrabf the said State Government, in such formatnd
such intervals as that Government may prescribe,and duly authenticated extracts from his registe

book of all entries made therein since the lagho$e intervals.]
33
[***]

63. Searchesin register-book and copies of entries

Every person licensed under this Act to grant fieaties of marriage, and keeping a marriage-registek
under section 62, shall, at all reasonable timesyaearch to be made in such book, and shall, on
payment of the proper fee, give a copy, certifiader his hand, of any entry therein.

64. Booksin which marriages of Indian Christiansunder Part | or Part 111 are
registered

The provisions of sections 62 and 63, as to tha fofrthe register-book, depositing extracts therafr
allowing searches thereof, and giving copies ofdgies therein, shall, mutatis mutandis applthto
books kept under section 37.

65. Part VI not to apply to Roman Catholics. Saving of certain marriages



This Part of this Act, except so much of sectiobsafd 63 as are referred to in section 64, shalhpply
to marriages between Roman Catholics. But nothargih contained shall invalidate any marriage
celebrated between Roman Catholics under the foogi®f Part V of Act No. 25 of 188% previous to
the twenty-third day of February, 1865.

PART VII: PENALTIES

*[66. False oath, declaration, notice or certificate for procuring marriage

Whoever, for the purpose of procuring a marriagkcence of marriage, intentionally,-

(a) where an oath or declaration is requirethis/Act, or by any rule or custom of a Churchading
to the rites and ceremonies of which a marriageténded to be solemnized, such Church being thechh
of England or of Scotland or of Rome, makes a fasé or declaration or,

(b) where a notice or certificate is requirgdlitis Act, signs a false notice or certificate,
shall be deemed to have committed the offence pahle under section 193 of the Indian Penal Code wi
imprisonment of either description for a term whinhy extend to three years and, at the discrefidimeo
Court, with fine.]

67. Forbidding, by false per sonation, issue of certificate by Marriage Registrar

Whoever forbids the issue, by a Marriage Registrba, certificate, by falsely representing himgelbe a

person whose consent to the marriage is requirdavinyknowing or believing such representationéo b
false, or not having reason to believe it to be tshall be deemed guilty of the offence describeskction
205 of the Indian Penal Code.

%68. Solemnizing marriage without due authority

Whoever, not being authorized by section 5 of #dsto solemnize marriages, solemnizes or professes
solemnize, in the absence of a Marriage Regisfrireodistrict in which the ceremony takes place, a
marriage between persons one or both of whom éemr Christian or Christians, shall be punishdd wi
imprisonment which may extend to ten years, oti¢im of a sentence of imprisonment for seven years
upwards) with transportation for a term of not l¢e=n seven years, and not exceeding ten years,
37[***]

and shall also be liable to fine.]

69. Solemnizing marriage out of proper time, or without witnesses

Whoever knowingly and wilfully solemnizes a margdgetween persons, one or both of whom is or are a
Christian or Christians, at any time other thamieetn the hours of six in the morning and sevehén t
evening, or in the absence of at least two credilitieesses other than the person solemnizing thréaga,
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term Wwhitay extend to three years, and shall also bkeliab
fine.

Saving of marriages solemnized under special licence

This section does not apply to marriages solemnimettr special licences granted by the Anglicain®&is

of the Diocese or by his Commissary, nor to magsagerformed between the hours of seven in the
evening and six in the morning by a Clergyman ef@hurch of Rome, when he has received the general
or special licence in that behalf mentioned inisectO.

3Nor does this section apply to marriages solenthinea Clergyman of the Church of Scotland
according to the rules, rites, ceremonies and oustaf the Church of Scotland.]



70. Solemnizing, without notice or within fourteen days after notice, marriage with
minor

Any Minister of Religion licensed to solemnize mages under this Act, who, without a notice in imgt
or , when one of the parties to the marriage isrmand the required consent of the parents ordiaias
to such marriage has not been obtained, withindéeur days after the receipt by him of notice ohsuc
marriage, knowingly and wilfully solemnizes a mage under Part IIl, shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to threarg, and shall also be liable to fine.

71. I'ssuing certificate, or marrying, without publication of notice

A Marriage Registrar under this Act who commits afiyhe following offences :-
(1) knowingly and wilfully issues any certifteafor marriage, or solemnizes any marriage, withou
publishing the notice of such marriage as direbigthis Act;

Marrying after expiry of notice

39(2) after the expiration of two months after thapyg of the notice has been entered as required by
section 40 in respect of any marriage, solemniaeh sarriage;]

Solemnizing marriage with minor within fourteen days, without authority of Court,
or without sending copy of notice

(3) solemnizes, without an order of a competentrCauthorizing him to do so, any marriage, when ohe
the parties is a minor, before the expiration afifeen days after the receipt of the notice of sualriage,
or without sending, by the post or otherwise, ayoofpsuch notice to be Senior Marriage Registrahef
district if there be more Marriage Registrars @& thistrict than one, and if he himself be not teeai6r
Marriage Registrar;

I ssuing certificate against authorized prohibition

(4) issues any certificate the issue of which Ib@en prohibited, as in this Act provided, by pagson
authorized to prohibit the issue thereof,
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term whitay extend to five years, and shall also bediabl
fine.

72. Issuing certificate after expiry of notice, or, in case of minor, within fourteen
days after notice, or against authorized prohibition

Any Marriage Registrar Knowingly and wilfully iss\g any certificate for marriage after the expinatad
“[two months] after the notice has been enterediyas aforesaid,

or knowingly and wilfully issuing, without the ordef a competent Courts authorizing him so to ¢y, a
certificate for marriage, where one of the paritidending marriage is a minor, before the expiratd
fourteen days after the entry of such notice, graertificate the issue of which has been forbiddsen
aforesaid by any person authorized in this behalf,

shall be deemed to have committed an offence wei#ion 166 of the Indian Penal Code.

73. Persons authorized to solemnize marriage (other than Clergy of Churches of
England, Scotland or Rome);



Whoever, being authorized under this Act to solemmi marriage,

and not being a Clergyman of the Church of Englsaldmnizing a marriage after due publication of
banns, or under a licence from the Anglican Bisbbhe Diocese or a Surrogate duly authorized &t th
behalf,

or, not being a Clergyman of the Church of ScotJawemnizing a marriage according to the rulgssri
ceremonies and customs of that church,

or, not being a Clergyman of the Church of Romé&ereaizing a marriage according to the rites, rules,
ceremonies and customs of that church,

I ssuing certificate, or marrying, without publishing notice or after expiry of
certificate

knowingly and wilfully by issues any certificaterfmarriage under this Act, or solemnizes and mgeria
between such persons as aforesaid, without pubtjsior causing to be affixed, the notice of suchriage
as directed in Part Il of this Act, or after thep@ation of two months after the certificate hasb issued
by him;

I'ssuing certificate for, or solemnizing, marriage with minor, within fourteen days
after notice

or knowingly and wilful issues any certificate foarriage, or solemnizes a marriage between sucoper
when one of the persons intending marriage is ambefore the expiration of fourteen days after th
receipt of notice of such marriage, or without segdby the post or otherwise, a copy of such moticthe
Marriage Registrar, or, if there be more MarriaggiRtrars than one, to the Senior Marriage Regisfra
the district;

Issuing certificate forbidden

or knowingly and wilfully issues any certificatestissue of which has been forbidden, under this ¢t
any person authorized to forbid the issue ;

Solemnizing marriage authorizedly forbidden

or knowingly and wilfully solemnizes any marriaggblidden by any person authorized to forbid theesam
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term Jhitay extend to four years, and shall also bedisil
fine.

74. Unlicensed person granting certificate pretending to be licensed

Whoever, not being licensed to grant a certifiecdtmarriage under Part VI of this Act, grants such
certificate intending thereby to make it appeat H®is so licensed, shall be punished with impnisent
for a term which may extend to five years, andlsilab be liable to fine.

“IWhoever, being licensed to grant a certificatemafriage under Part VI of this Act, without justuse
refuses, or wilfully neglects or omits, to perfoamy of the duties imposed upon him by that Pari blea
punished with fine which may extend to one hundtgztes.]

75. Destroying or falsifying register-books



Whoever, by himself or another, wilfully destroysigjures any register book or the counterfoil fiedtes
thereof, or any part thereof, or any authenticatadact therefrom,

or falsely makes or counterfeits any part of swegdister-book or counterfoil certificates,

or wilfully inserts any false entry in any such istgr-book or counterfoil certificate or authentezh
extract,

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term Whitay extend to seven years, and shall also bie liab
fine.

76. Limitation of prosecutionsunder Act

The prosecution for every offence punishable utlgisrAct shall be commenced within two years atfer
offence is committed.

PART VIII: MISCELLANEQOUS

77. What matters need not be proved in respect of marriage in accordance with Act

Whenever any marriage has been solemnized in amoeedvith the provisions of sections 4 and 5, dlsh
not be void merely on account of any irregulantyéspect of any of the following matters, namely :

(1) any statement made in regard to the dwebiithe persons married, or to the consent offamgon
whose consent to such marriage is required by law;

(2) the notice of the marriage;

(3) the certificate or translation thereof;

(4) the time and place at which the marriagetbeen solemnized,;

(5) the registration of the marriage.

78. Correctionsof errors

Every person charged with the duty of registering marriage, who discovers any error in the form or
substance of any such entry, may within one moet after the discovery of such error, in the pneseof
the persons matrried, or, in case of their deatibeence, in the presence of two other crediblecastes,
correct the error by entry in the margin, withony alteration of the original entry, and shall sthe
marginal entry, and add thereto the date of sudtection, and such person shall make the like mafgi
entry in the certificate thereof.

And every entry made under this section shall testgd by the witnesses in whose presence it wde.ma
And, in case such certificate has been alreadyteehte®]Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages], such person shall make and send imtizener a separate certificate of the originalreronis
entry, and of the marginal correction therein made.

79. Sear ches and copies of entries

Every person solemnizing a marriage under this &uatl, hereby required to register the same,

and, every Marriage RegistrarBfRegistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriadmsifing the custody
for the time being of any register of marriagespfoany certificate, or duplicate, or copies oftifiziate,
under this Act,

shall, on payment of the proper fees, at all realtentimes, allow searches to be made in suchteegs
for such certificate, or duplicate or copies, ang@ copy under his hand of any entry in the same.

80. Certified copy of entry in marriageregister, etc., to be evidence



Every certified copy, purporting to be signed by gerson entrusted under this Act with the custddyny
marriage-register or certificate, or duplicate,uiegd to be kept or delivered under this Act, of antry of
a marriage in such register or of any such cedtiior duplicate, shall be received as evidentbeof
marriage purporting to be so entered, or of thesfparporting to be so certified therein, withouttfier
proof of such register or certificate, or duplicaieof any entry therein, respectively, or of sgojpy.

*[81. Certificates of certain marriagesto be sent to Central Gover nment

The Registrar General of Births, Deaths and MaesA(j***] shall, at the end of every quarter in each
year, select, from the certificates of marriagesvézded to™[him], during such quarter, the certificates of
the marriages of whictthe Government by whom he was appointed] may dékat evidence shall be
transmitted to England, and shall send the sanidicates, signed b§/[him] to the**{Central
Government].]

82. State Gover nment to prescribe fees

Fees shall be chargeable under this Act for-

receiving and publishing notice of marriages;

issuing*[certificates for marriage] by Marriage Registrasd registering marriages by the same;
entering protests against, or prohibitions of,ilseie ofcertificates for marriage] by the said Registrars;
searching register-books or certificates, or dapdis, or copies thereof;

giving copies of entries in the same under secté&hand 79.

The State Government shall fix the amount of seds frespectively,

and may from time to time vary or remit them eitbenerally or in special cases, as to it may seem f

83. Power to makerules

(1) The State Governmeffimay by notification in the Official Gazette makées] in regard to the
disposal of the fees mentioned, in section 82sthmply of register-book, and the preparation and
submission of returns of marriages solemnized utiderAct.]

*J(2) Every rule made by the State Government uttilsrsection shall be laid, as soon as may be ifter
is made, before the State Legislature.]]

[84. Power to prescribe feesand rulesfor Indian States- Repealed by the A.O. 1950]

85. Power to declarewho shall be District Judge

The State Government may, by notification in thécfl Gazette, declare who shall, in any placevtich
this Act applies, be deemed to the District Judge.

>}86. Power s and functions exercisable asregards I ndian States- Repealed by the
A.O. 1950]

87. Saving of Consular marriages

Nothing in this Act applies to any marriage perfethby any Minister, Consul, or Consular Agent betwe
subjects of the State which he represents and diogoto the laws of such State.

88. Non-validation of marriageswithin prohibited degrees



Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to validate argrriage which the personal law applicable toegithf
the parties forbids him or her to enter into.

SCHEDULE | : NOTICE OF MARRIAGE

(See sections 12 and 38)
To
a Minister [or Registrar] of
| hereby give you notice that a marriage iemaded to be had, within three calendar months flem
date hereof, between me and the other party heegired and described (that is to say) :-

Martha Green. James Smith. Names

Spinster. Widower. Condition

............... Carpenter. Rank or profession
Minor Of full age. Age

20 Hastings Street. 16, Clive Street. Dwelling place

More than a month. 23 days. Length of residence
Free Church of Scotland church, Calcutta. Church, chapel or place

of worship in which the
marriage is to be
solemnized

District in which the
other party resides, when
the parties dwell in
different districts

Witness my hand, this day of SRR,

(Signed) JAMES SMITH
[The italics in this Schedule are to be filled ap,the case may be, and the blank division thésewfly to
be filled up when one of the parties lives in aeottlistrict.]

Foot Notes

1 Substituted by A.O. 1950.

The Act has been extended to and brought into for@adra and Nagar Haveli, w.e.f.1st. July, 1965 b
Reg. 6 of 1963, section 2 and Schedule |. The Aesdot extend to the State of Manipur; see Act3do.
of 1950 and Act No. 68 of 1956.

2 Substituted by Act No. 3 of 1951, for the wordscept Part B States".

3 Substituted by A.O. 1956, for the words "the &tat

4 In its application to the Union Territory of Padigerry, the following proviso shall be added a &nd of
section 1 (vide Act No. 26 of 1968)-

"Provided that nothing contained in this Act stegdply to the Renoncants of the Union Territory of
Pondicherry".



5 The commencement clause repealed by Act No. 1804.

6 Inserted by Act No. 3 of 1951.

7 Substituted by A.O. 1956, for the words "tertoomprised in the States".

8 The definition of "Native State" repealed by A1937.

9 Substituted by A.O. 1950.

10 Inserted by Act No. 6 of 1886.

11 Inserted by Act No. 12 of 1891.

12 Substituted by Act No. 3 of 1951, for the wotBart A States and Part C States"

13 Substituted by A.O. 1950, for the word "Native".

14 Substituted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

15 The words "and the Central Government, so faegards any Indian State" repealed by A.O. 1950.
16 The words "or in the Gazette of India, as treegaay be" repealed by the A.O. 1937.

17 The words "and State, respectively," repealed.®y 1950.

18 The words "or (so far as regards any Indiareptae Central Government" repealed by A.O. 1950.
19 Inserted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

20 Inserted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

21 See also the Births, Deaths and Marriages Ratjist Act, 1886.

22 Substituted by Act No. 6 of 1886, for the wot8ecretary to the L.G."

23 Substituted by Act No. 6 of 1886, for the wot8ecretary to the L.G."

24. Substituted by Act No. 18 of 1928, for the wotdnder Part | or Part 11l of this Act."

25 As to the meaning of "oath", see the Generali$&la Act, 1897.

26. The last three paragraphs repealed by A.O..1950

27 See also the Marriages Validation Act, 1892Hierprovisions as to validation of past marriages
solemnized under Part VI between persons of whoenooty was an Indian Christian, and penalty for
solemnizing such marriages under Part VI in future.

28 Substituted by Act No. 48 of 1952, for the watslsall exceed sixteen years".

29 Substituted by Act No. 2 of 1978, for the wotdighteen years" and "fifteen years" respectively.f.
1st October, 1978.

30 Substituted by Act No. 48 of 1952, for the watslsall exceed thirteen years".

31 Omitted by Act No. 2 of 1978, w.e.f. 1st Octqld78.

32. Substituted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

33 Earlier sub-ssection (2) repealed by A.O. 1950.

34 Act No. 25 of 1864 had been repealed by Act9Nof 1865.

35 Substituted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

36 Substituted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

37 Repealed by A.O. 1950.

38 Inserted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

39 Substituted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

40 Substituted by Act No. 2 of 1891, for the wottdtsee months".

41 Inserted by Act No. 2 of 1891.

42 Substituted by Act No. 6 of 1886, for the wotBecretary to a L.G.,"

43 Substituted by Act No. 13 of 1911.

44 The words and figures "and the officers appdinteder section 56" repealed by Act No. 48 of 1952.
45 Substituted by Act No. 48 of 1952, for the wdttdiem, respectively”.

46 Substituted by A.O. 1937, for the words "the35in C."

47 Substituted by Act No. 48 of 1952, for the walilhem, respectively".

48. Substituted by A.O. 1948, for the words "Seamebdf State for India".

49. Substituted by Act No. 1 of 1903, for the wo'tdertificate of marriages".

50 Substituted by Act No. 1 of 1903, for the wohdsrriage certificate”.

51. Re-numbered by the Delegated Legislation Piavis(Amendment) Act, 1983, dated 30th. August,
1983.

52 Substituted by Act No. 20 of 1983, dated 30thgust, 1983 for the words "may make rules".

53 Inserted by Act No. 20 of 1983, dated 30th. Aigli983.

55 Inserted by Act No. 1 of 1903.

56 Substituted by Act No. 12 of 1891, for the woffifsures and brackets "(See section 28)".






