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THE FIRST SCHEDULE : FORM OF NOTICE OF INTENDED MARRIAGE

[Act No. 33 of 1969 dated 31st. August, 1969]
An Act to make provision relating to marriages of citizens of India outside of India.
Be it enacted by Parliament in the Twentieth Yddhe Republic of India as follows: -

CHAPTER |: PRELIMINARY

1. Short title
This Act may be called the Foreign Marriage Act699
2. Definitions

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,
(a) "degrees of prohibited relationship"” sihale the same meaning as in the Special
Marriage Act, 1954;
(b) "district", in relation to a Marriage Oféc, means the area within which the duties
of his office are to be discharged;
(c) "foreign country” means a country or placgside India, and includes a ship which
is for the time being in the territorial waterssofch a country or place;
(d) "Marriage Officer" means a person appointader section 3 to be a Marriage
Officer,
(e) "official house", in relation to a Marria@dficer, means —
(i) the official house of residence of tifécer;
(i) the office in which the business oétbfficer is transacted;
(i) a prescribed place; and
(f) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules matter this Act.

3. Marriage Officers

For the purposes of this Act, the Central Goverrtmeay, by notification in the Official
Gazette, appoint such of its diplomatic or consaficers as it may think fit to be
Marriage Officers for any foreign country.



Explanation.- In this section, "diplomatic officer" means anlzassador, envoy, minister,
high commissioner, commissioner, charge d’ affamesther diplomatic representative
or a counsellor or secretary of an embassy, legatidiigh commission.

CHAPTER II: SOLEMNIZATION OF FOREIGN MARRIAGES

4. Conditions relating to solemnization of foreign marriages

A marriage between parties one of whom at leastcisizen of India may be solemnized
under this Act by or before a Marriage Officer ifoeeign country, if, at the time of the
marriage, the following conditions are fulfillecamely :-

(a) neither party has a spouse living,

(b) neither party is an idiot or a lunatic;

(c) the bridegroom has completed the age ofityvene years and the bride the age of
eighteen years at the time of the marriage; and

(d) the parties are not within the degreesrohibited relationship;

Provided that where the personal law or a eagjoverning at least one of the parties
permits of a marriage between them, such marriamebea solemnized, notwithstanding
that they are within the degree of prohibited ietahip.

5. Notice of intended marriage

When a marriage is intended to be solemnized uhdeAct, the parties to the marriage
shall give notice thereof in writing in the formesyified in the First Schedule to the
Marriage Officer of the district in which at leaste of the parties to the marriage has
resided for a period of not less than thirty dagmiediately preceding the date on which
such notice is given, and the notice shall staettie party has so resided.

6. Marriage Notice Book

The Marriage Officer shall keep all notices giverder section 5 with the records of his
office and shall also forthwith enter a true copwery such notice in a book prescribed
for that purpose, to be called the "Marriage NoBo®k", and such book shall be open
for inspection at all reasonable times, without faeany person desirous of inspecting
the same.

7. Publication of notice

Where a notice under section 5 is given to Marri@ffecer, he shall cause it to be
published-

(a) in his own office, by affixing a copy thefdgo a conspicuous place, and

(b) in India and in the country or countriesnhich the parties are ordinarily resident,
in the prescribed manner.



8. Objection to marriage

(1) Any person may, before the expiration aftyhdays from the date of publication of
the notice under section 7, object to the marr@mgéhe ground that it would contravene
one or more of the conditions specified in section

Explanation.- Where the publication of the oetby affixation under clause (a) of
section 7 and in the prescribed manner under cl@)s# that section is on different
dates, the period of thirty days shall, for thepmses of this sub-section, be computed
from the later date.

(2) Every such objection shall be in writingrsed by the person making it or by any
person duly authorised to sign on his behalf, dradl state the ground of objection; and
the Marriage Officer shall record the nature of dhgection in his Marriage Notice Book.

9. Solemnization of marriage where no objection made

If no objection is made within the period specifiadsection 8 to an intended marriage,
then, on the expiry of that period, the marriage tma solemnized.

10. Procedure on receipt of objection

(1) If an objection is made under section &rantended marriage, the Marriage
Officer shall not solemnize the marriage until lzs imquired into the matter of the
objection in such manner as he thinks fit and iis&ad that it ought not to prevent the
solemnization of the marriage or the objection ithdrawn by the person making it.

(2) Where a Marriage Officer after making anglsinquiry entertain a doubt in
respect of any objection, he shall transmit themevith such statement respecting the
matter as he thinks fit to the Central Governmand the Central Government, after
making such further inquiry into the matter aneatibtaining such advice as it thinks fit,
shall give its decision thereon in writing to theivlage Officer, who shall act in
conformity with the decision of the Central Govermnh

11. Marriage not to be in contravention of local laws

(1) The Marriage Officer may, for reasons tadeorded in writing, refuse to
solemnize a marriage under this Act if the intendexdriage is prohibited by any law in
force in the foreign country where it is to be sotezed.

(2) The Marriage Officer may, for reasons tadeorded in writing, refuse to
solemnize a marriage under this Act on the grotiatlih his opinion, the solemnization
of the marriage would be inconsistent with inteioradl law or the comity of nations.

(3) Where a Marriage Officer refuses to solerarda marriage under this section, any
party to the intended marriage may appeal to ther@eGovernment in the prescribed
manner within a period of thirty days from the datsuch refusal; and the Marriage
Officer shall act in conformity with the decisiohtbe Central Government on such
appeal.



12. Declaration by parties and witnesses

Before the marriage is solemnized, the partiesthre witnesses shall, in the presence
of the Marriage Officer, sign a declaration in them specified in the Second Schedule,
and the declaration shall be countersigned by theikte Officer.

13. Place and form of solemnization

(1) A marriage by or before a Marriage Officeder this Act shall be solemnized at
the official house of the Marriage Officer with opdoors between the prescribed hours
in the presence of at least three witnesses.

(2) The marriage may be solemnized in any fatmch the parties may choose to
adopt :

Provided that it shall not be complete and imigebn the parties unless each party
declare to the other in the presence of the Magr{afficer and the three witnesses and in
any language understood by the parties.-"l , ([@etthe (B), to be my lawful wife (or
husband)":

Provided further that where the declaratioemefd to in the preceding proviso is made
in any language which is not understood by the Mger Officer or by any of the
witnesses, either of the parties shall interpretause to be interpreted the declaration in
a language which the Marriage Officer or, as theeaaay be, such witness understands.

14.Certificate of marriage

(1) Whenever a marriage is solemnized undsrAlt, the Marriage Officer shall enter
a certificate thereof in the form specified in T@rd Schedule in book to be kept by him
for that purpose and to be called the Marriageift=te Book, and such certificate shall
be signed by the parties to the marriage and tiee thitnesses.

(2) On a certificate being entered in the Mage Certificate Book by the Marriage
Officer, the certificate shall be deemed to be tasice evidence of the fact that a
marriage under this Act has been solemnized, aatcathformalities respecting the
residence of the party concerned previous to theiage and the signatures of witnesses
have been complied with.

15. Validity of foreign marriage in India

Subject to the other provisions contained in this, & marriage solemnized in the
manner provided in this Act shall be good and vedithw.

16. New notice when marriage not solemnized within six months

Whenever a marriage is not solemnized within sixithe from the date on which notice
thereof has been given to the Marriage Officereggiired under section 5 or where the
record of a case has been transmitted to the C&urernment under section 10, or
where an appeal has been preferred to the Centradr@ment under section 11, within



three months from the date of decision of the Gé@overnment in such case or appeal,
as the case may be, the notice and all other pdotgearising therefrom shall be
deemed to have lapsed, and no Marriage Officet sblEmnize the marriage until new
notice has been given in the manner laid downigAlct.

CHAPTER Il : REGISTRATION OF FOREIGN MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED
UNDER OTHER LAWS

17. Registration of foreign marriages

(1) Where —

(a) a Marriage Officer is satisfied thaharriage has been duly solemnized in a
foreign country in accordance with the law of tbatintry between parties of whom one
at least was a citizen of India; and

(b) a party to the marriage informs the Néaye Officer in writing that he or she
desires the marriage to be registered under thigose
the Marriage Officer may, upon payment of the pribed fee, register the marriage.

(2) No marriage shall be registered undergbidion unless at the time of registration
it satisfies the conditions mentioned in sectian 4

(3) The Marriage Officer may, for reasons tad@sorded in writing, refuses to register
a marriage under this section on the ground thhisropinion the marriage is
inconsistent with international law or the comifynations.

(4) Where a Marriage Officer refuses to registenarriage under this section the party
applying for registration may appeal to the Cen@alernment in the prescribed manner
within a period of thirty days from the date of Buefusal; and the Marriage Officer of
thirty days from the date of such refusal; andMtagriage Officer shall act in conformity
with the decision of the Central Government on saygbeal.

(5) Registration of a marriage under this secthall be effected by the Marriage
Officer by entering a certificate of the marriagahe prescribed from and in the
prescribed manner in the Marriage Certificate Ba@old such certificate shall be signed
by the parties to the marriage and by three wiggess

(6) A marriage registered under this secticallshs from the date of registration, be
deemed to have been solemnized under this Act,

18. Matrimonial reliefs to be under special marriage Act, 1954.

(1) Subject to the other provisions containethis section, the provisions of Chapters
IV, V, VI and VII of the Special Marriage Act, 195dhall apply in relation to marriages
solemnized under this Act and to any other marrgagemnized in a foreign country
between parties of whom one at least is a citiZdndia as they apply in relation to
marriages solemnized under that Act.



Explanation.-In its application to the marriages referredrtdhis sub-section, section
24 of the Special Marriage Act, 1954, shall be sabjo the following modifications,
namely:-

(i) the reference in sub-section (1) thétealauses (a), (b), (c) and (d) of section 4
of that Act shall be construed as a referencedosds (a), (b), (c) and (d) respectively of
section 4 of this Act, and

(i) nothing contained in section 24 af@iesshall apply to any marriage-

(a) which is not solemnized under #has; or
(b) which is deemed to be solemnizedieuithis Act by reason of the provisions
contained in section 17:

Provided that the registration of any such rage as is referred to in sub-clause (b)
may be declared to be of no effect if the regigiratvas in contravention sub-section (2)
of section 17.

(2) Every petition for relief under Chapter ¥®@hapter VI of the Special Marriage
Act, 1954, as made applicable to the marriagesrezfdo in sub-section (1), shall be
presented to the district court within the localits of whose ordinary civil jurisdiction-

(a) the respondent is resident at the tifrtee presentation of the petition; or

(b) the husband and wife last resided togetor

(c) the petitioner is residing at the tiofeéhe presentation of the petition, provided
that the respondent is at that time residing oatbidia.

Explanation.- In this section, "district court" has the sameaming as in the Special
Marriage Act, 1954.

(3) Nothing contained in this section shallrauwise any court-

(a) to make any decree of dissolution ofrrage, except where-

(i) the parties to the marriage are mded in India at the time of the presentation
of the petition ; or

(ii) the petitioner, being the wife, svdomiciled in India immediately before the
marriage and has been residing in India for a pesimot less than three years
immediately preceding the presentation of the ipetit

(b) to make any decree annulling a voidaideriage, except where-

(i) the parties to the marriage are mded in India at the time of the presentation
of petition; or

(i) the marriage was solemnized urtties Act and the petitioner, being the wife,
has been ordinarily resident in India for a peddhree years immediately preceding the
presentation of the petition;

(c) to make any decree of nullity of maggan respect of a void marriage, except
where-

(i) either of the parties to the magaas domiciled in India at the time of the
presentation of the petition, or

(i) the marriage was solemnized urtties Act and the petitioner is residing in
India at the time of the presentation of the patiti

(d) to grant any other relief under Chaptear Chapter VI of the Special Marriage
Act, 1954, except where the petitioner is residmindia at the time of the presentation
of the petition.

(4) Nothing contained in sub-section (1) shalthorise any court to grant any relief
under this Act in relation to any marriage in aefgn country not solemnized under it, if



the grant of relief in respect of such marriagedthler on any of the grounds specified in
the Special Marriage Act, 1954, or otherwise) svpded for under any other law for the
time being in force.

19. Punishment for bigamy

(1) Any person whose marriage is solemnizede@med to have been solemnized
under this Act and who, during the subsistence®ffarriage, contracts any other
marriage in India shall be subject to the penaftievided in section 494 and section 495
of the Indian Penal Code and the marriage so octettashall be void.

(2) The provisions of sub-section (1) applyats any such offence committed by any
citizen of India without and beyond India.

20. Punishment of contravention of certain other conditions for marriage

Any citizen of India who procures a marriage of béif or herself to be solemnized
under this Act in contravention of the conditioresified in clause (c) or clause (d) of
section 4 shall be punishable-

(a) in the case of a contravention of the coowlispecified in clause (c) of section 4,
with simple imprisonment which may extend to fifte#ays, or with fine which may
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both; and

(b) in the case of a contravention of the ctodispecified in clause (d) of section 4,
with simple imprisonment which may extend to onenthpor with fine which may
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

21. Punishment for false declaration

If any citizen of India for the purpose of procigia marriage intentionally

(a) where a declaration is required by this, Azdkes a false declaration; or

(b) where a notice or certificate is requirgdiis Act, signs a false notice or
certificate;
he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a ternich may extend to three years and
shall also be liable to fine.

22. Punishment for wrongful Marriage Officer

Any Marriage Officer who knowingly and wilfully seinnizes a marriage under this Act
in contravention of any of the provisions of thistAhall be punishable with simple
imprisonment which may extend to one year, or Wit which may extend to five
hundred rupees, or with both.

CHAPTER VI : MISCELLANEOUS



23. Recognition of marriages solemnized under law of other countries

If the Central Government is satisfied that the laviorce in any foreign country for the
solemnization of marriages contains provisions|sinto those contained in this Act, it
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, de@dhat marriages solemnized under the
law in force in such foreign country shall be regiagd by courts in India as valid.

24. Certification of documents of marriages solemnized in accordance with local law in foreign
country

(1) Where —

(a) a marriage is solemnized in any foraguantry specified in this behalf by the
Central Government, by notification in the Officl@hzette, in accordance with the law
of that country between parties of whom one attlsas citizen of India; and

(b) a party to the marriage who is suclzeit produces to a Marriage Officer in the
country in which the marriage was solemnized-

(i) a copy of the entry in respectlod arriage in the marriage register of that
country certified by the appropriate authority @t country to be a true copy of that
entry; and

(ii) if the copy of that entry is nat the English language, a translation into the
prescribed language of that copy; and

(c) the Marriage Officer is satisfied tiia¢ copy of the entry in the marriage register
is a true copy and that the translation, if any teue translation;

the Marriage Officer, upon the payment of thespribed fee, shall certify upon the
copy that he is satisfied that the copy is trueyaofthe entry in the marriages register
and upon the translation that he is satisfiedtthatranslation is a true translation of the
copy and shall issue the copy and the translatiadhd said party.

(2) A document relating to a marriage in a iigmecountry issued under sub-section (1)
shall be admitted in evidence in any proceedingbitwere a certificate duly issued by
the appropriate authority of that country.

25. Certified copy of entries to be evidence

Every certified copy purporting to be signed by kariage Officer of an entry of a
marriage in the Marriage Certificate Book shallrbeeived in evidence without
production or proof of the original.

26. Correction of errors

(1) Any Marriage Officer who discovers any erirothe form or substance of any
entry in the Marriage Certificate Book may, witline month next after the discovery of
such error, in the presence of the persons mawied) case of their death or absence, in
the presence of the two other witnesses, correatttor by entry in the margin without
any alteration of the original entry and add thetée date of such correction.



(2) Every correction made under this secticalldte attested by the witnesses in
whose presence it was made.

27. Act not to affect validity of marriages outside it

Nothing in this Act shall in any way affect the idily of a marriage solemnized in a
foreign country otherwise than under this Act.

28. Power to make rules

(1) The Central Government may, by notificatiothe Official Gazette, make rules
for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to tyenerality of the foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any of the followingatters, namely :-

(a) The duties and power of Marriage offiaed their districts;

(b) the manner in which a Marriage officeasy hold any inquiry under this Act;

(c) the manner in which notices of marriaball be published,;

(d) the places in which and the hours betw&hich marriages under this Act may
be solemnized;

(e) the form and the manner in which anglsorequired by or under this Act to be
kept shall be maintained,

(f) the form and manner in which certifiesitof marriages may be entered under
sub-section (5) of section 17,

(g) the fees that may be levied for thégremance of any duty imposed upon a
Marriage Officer under this Act;

(h) the authorities to which, the form ihish and the intervals within which copies
of entries in the Marriage Certificate Book shalldent, and , when corrections are made
in the Marriage Certificate Book , the manner inahhcertificates of such corrections
shall be sent to the authorities;

(i) the inspection of any books requiredéokept under this Act and the furnishing
of certified copies of entries therein;

() the manner in which and the conditisnbject to which any marriage may be
recognized under section 23;

(k) any other matter which may be, or reggito be, prescribed.

(3) Every rule made under this section shalbi@as soon as may be after it is made
before each House of Parliament while it is in seskr a total period of thirty days
which may be comprised in one sessiof{iartwo or more successive sessions, and if,
before the expiry of the session immediately follegvthe session or the successive
sessions aforesaid], both Houses agree in makiyngnadification in the rule or both
Houses agree that the rule should not be madeuldshall thereafter have effect only in
such modified form or be of no effect as the caag be : so , however, that any such
modification or annulment shall be without prejweto the validity of anything
previously done under that rule.

29. Amendment of Act 43 of 1954



In the Special Marriage Act, 1954-

(a) in section 1, in sub-section (2), for therds "outside the said territories”, the
words "in the State of Jammu and Kashmir" shakdestituted,;

(b) in section 2, clauses (a) and (c) shabinéted;

(c) in section 3, for sub-section (2), thddwaling sub-section shall be substituted,
namely:-

"(2) For the purposes of this Act, in ifgplcation to citizens of India domiciled in
the territories to which this Act extends who are¢hie State of Jammu and Kashmir, the
Central Government may, by notification in the a#il Gazette, specify such officers of
the Central Government as it may think fit to be kharriage Officers for the State or
any part thereof,";

(d) in section 4, for clause (e), the followiclguse shall be substituted, namely:-

"(e) Where the marriage is solemnized en$ttate of Jammu and Kashmir, both
parties are citizens of India domiciled in theiteries to which this Act extends.";

(e) in section 10, for the words "outside titories to which this Act extends in
respect of an intended marriage outside the saitbrges”, the words in the State of
Jammu and Kashmir in respect of an intended marimghe State" shall be substituted;

(f) in section 50, in sub-section (1), the wordiplomatic and consular officers and
other " shall be omitted.

30. Repeal

The Indian Foreign Marriage Act, 1903, is herelpesded.

THE FIRST SCHEDULE : FORM OF NOTICE OF INTENDED MARRIAGE

(See section 5)
To
The Marriage Officer

We hereby give you notice that a marriage utigeiForeign Marriage Act, 1969 is
intended to be solemnized between us within threeths from the date hereof.

Name Condition | Occupation Date of Dwelling | Permaneni Length of
and father birth place dwell once in
S name place and | the

present present
dwelling | dwelling
place if place
not

permanent

A.B Unmarried



Widower

Divorcee
C.D. Unmarried

Widow

Divorcee

Witness our hands, this ................. dayof ................ 19, e
Sd. AB.
Sd. C.D.

Foot Notes

1. Substituted by the Delegated Legislation pravisi(Amendment) Act, 1983 (Act No.
20 of 1983), dated 30th Aug., 1983 for the wordstiho successive sessions, and if
before the expiry of the session in which it idad or the session immediately
following".



