In the parliamentary form of government envisaged for India in the constitution, the President is the constitutional head of the country.  Article 52 says that, “There shall be a President of India.” The institution of the President of India plays a very important role in the functioning of Indian democracy. The office of the President of India (PoI) has many executive powers vested in it. 
Executive powers.

Article 53 vests the President with executive powers of the Union, which are exercised by him directly or through officers subordinate to him in accordance with the constitution.  
Article 75(1) provides that the President appoints the Prime Minister, and upon his advice, appoints the council of ministers. He invites the head of the majority leader in the Lok Sabha to be sworn in as PM. Article 75(2) states that the council of Ministers shall hold office during the pleasure of the President. However, the term “pleasure of the President” should be read in parallel with “confidence of the Lok Sabha”.
The President also appoints many constitutional authorities like the Chief Justice of India, Attorney General, Comptroller and Auditor General, Election Commissioners, Central Vigilance Commissioner, Members of UPSC, Planning commission, and finance commission.
The President also appoints Governors for the states, appoints the chiefs of Army, Navy and Air Force. He is also the supreme commander of the armed forces. He also appoints the High Commissioners to different countries, and receives credentials of different Ambassadors. 
He also has the right to negotiate treaties with other countries, without the interference of Parliament, except in cases where a legislation is required to sign them. 

Article 78 says it is the duty of the PM to communicate to the President all the decisions of Council of Ministers. The President can also ask the PM to furnish information for any subject. The information need not just be limited to the financial scandals, but can extend to any matter of national importance and security. This article thus vests in the President enormous power to obtain any kind of information from the PM. However, the PM can withhold information from the President if he feels such information will be misused by the President by giving it to the opposition..
Article 72 also gives the President power to grant pardons. Pylee feels that granting of pardon is an executive action, and thus becomes an executive power of the President.
Article 361 makes the President NOT answerable to any court of law for any of the actions performed under the above said articles
Thus, it is quite clear that the constitution provides the President of India with executive powers that will make him more responsible towards the society. 

Legislative Powers

The President convenes the Parliament and also prorogues it upon sine die adjournment. The President also ensures that the gap between two sessions is not more than 6 months. He has to power to over-rule the PM in this regard. 

The President appoints 2 members, of the Anglo Indian community to LS, and 12 members from diverse fields to the RS.
The President addresses the Parliament at the start of every Budget session. He outlines the policies of the government in power. 

Article 86 enables him to send messages to either the RS or LS. This is a very important discretionary power because he may or may not consult the PM for such actions.

Article 111 states that every bill passed by Parliament needs the President’s assent in order to become a law. Except for money bills, he can send back any bill to the house for reconsideration. And upon receiving the bill again, he has to sign the bill. 

However, there are certain bills that need his assent before being introduced in the house. They are money bills, bills to reorganize states, bills affecting taxes in which the states are interested and bills affecting international trade.

Article 123 gives the President the power to pass ordinances. Ordinances are generally passed when an urgent law needs to be enacted, but the Parliament is not in session. The ordinace becomes an act upon his assent, and Parliament has to ratify it within 6 weeks of the next session. 

The President also has certain powers for subjects listed on the concurrent list. In case of conflict between the state and the centre over issues mentioned in the list, the word of the President prevails. 
The powers exercised through the above said articles are open to Judicial review. However, through Article 361,  the President enjoys immunity from criminal proceedings in any court of law. 

Emergency Powers

By far, the emergency powers of the President are the most powerful ones he possess. The scope for being an autocrat is very high in the exercise of such powers. However, since all his actions are based on the aid and advice of the cabinet, his powers are in reality the power of the cabinet. 

Article 352 states that if the President is satisfied that a state of emergency exists due to external aggression or internal disturbances, he can declare a state of emergency in the country. 
The Parliament has to ratify within 2 months. If the LS is dissolved, the RS has to ratify it. It can go on for 6 months at a time, and can extended. If the LS is in session, it has to ratify it within one month of the RS passing it. Proclaimation of  such an emergency can mean that Fundamental rights can be suspended. Also,

1. Parliament is empowered to frame laws mentioned in the state list. 

2. The President can send directives to state governments

3. He can decide on the distribution and allocation of funds to states.

4. An imminent threat is enough to convince the President, there need not be an actual threat.

This kind of emergency has been imposed 3 times so far. During the ’62, ’71 wars and in 1975, citing internal disturbances as the cause. The first was the longest, till ’68.
Article 356 states that the President can proclaim an emergency in the states, if upon the receipt of  a report from the governor or otherwise, he is satisfied that the governance of the state is not in accordance with the constitutional law. 
Parliament has to ratify this with a simple majority. The President’s rule can be extended every 6 months, but cannot be extended for more than 3 years. 

When such a proclamation is made,

1. Fundamental rights can be suspended

2. State legislature can be dissolved or be put in suspended animation

3. The laws and budget of the state are passed by Central government. President can delegate this authority if Parliament cannot handle it. 

4. Parliament can authorize president to allocate funds from the Consolidated fund. 

5. President has no jurisdiction over high court of that state.

This article has been (mis) used umpteem number of times by various central governments. Off late, some active preseidency has ensured that this article is not mis-used on a frequent basis. 

Article 360 states that if the President is satisfied that the financial stability of India, or a part of it, is threatened, he may proclaim a financial emergency. Parliament has to ratify this emergency. During this emergency,
1. The President can issue orders to state governments on how to manage the finances

2. He may order reduction of salaries and allowances of any person or class of persons.

3. All money bills passed by the state have to be passed by Parliament. 

Such an emergency has never been declared so far. 

Amendments relating to emergency powers

38th – Can proclaim even if already an emergency exists

42nd – extend to 1 year

44th – Armed rebellion instead of Internal Disturbance

59th – Draconian law – Punjab. 

So far, 4 amendments have been made to the emergency powers. The important ones amongst these four are the 42nd and 44th amendments. The 42nd amendment increased the period of emergency from 6 months to 1 year. It also said that the President shall act on the advice of the council of ministers. This amendment was primarily enacted to enhance the powers of the then PM, Indira Gandhi. However, the 44th amendment gave the President an option to send back any act for reconsideration, but if the cabinet sends it back, then the President shall act on the advice.
Basically, the emergency powers are all in the name of the President but he acts only on the advice of the PM. So, it is the PM who becomes an autocrat in such situations. 

Aid and Advice:

All the powers of the president are to be read with the clause, “will act upon the aid and advise of the Council of Ministers”. The President acts on the suggestion of ministers. He does not formulate the policy, he merely endorses the policy of the government in power. 

The 42nd amendment required him to sign,  which made him a rubber stamp. But the 44th amendment gave him the power to ask for reconsideration. Though this amendment does not give veto powers, returning of bill for reconsideration is a moral questioning to the policy. This generally tends to have a significant impact on the government. 
There is no provision to say that he can be impeached for not following the aid and advice. Apart from these, the constitution also makes provisions for consultations with other functionaries. He has to consult the CJI in the matter of age of High Court judge – Article 217.

Article 103(2) makes it imperative on him to consult the EC on disqualification of a member. 44th amendment says, he shall ask for advice and shall act upon such advise. 

