The sudden explosion of violence in Jammu & Kashmir over the trivial matter of some 40 hectares of forest land clearly shows a deep communal divide that has its roots in history. Jammu and Kashmir is standing on the precipice of partition. The faultlines of rage running through the state have the force to rip through its centre and tear it apart into small pieces. But if there is anything that highlights the Centre’s fiddling in the middle of a fire, it has to be its pusillanimous response to the ‘economic blockade’ of goods from the Valley imposed by politically-motivated protestors in Jammu. Have separatist forces gained an upper hand in Kashmir?
