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	Capital
 • Coordinates
	Muzaffarabad
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	Population (2007)
 • Density
	4,067,856 (estimate)
 • 306/km²

	Area
	13,297 km²

	Time zone
	PST (UTC+5)

	Main language(s)
	Kashmiri (official)
Urdu (national)
Hindko
Mirpuri
Pahari
Gojri
Pashto

	Status
	self-governing state under Pakistani control

	 • Districts
	 •  8

	 • Towns
	 •  none

	 • Union Councils
	 •  182

	Established
 • Governor/Commissioner
 • Chief Minister
 • Legislature (seats)
	   1948
 • President Raja Zulqarnain Khan
 • Prime Minister Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan
 • Legislative Assembly (49)

	Website
	Government of Azad Kashmir

	


This article is about the area administered by Pakistan. For other uses, see Kashmir region.

The Azad State of Jammu and Kashmir (Urdu: اسلامی جمھوریۃ آزاد کشمیر), usually shortened to Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) or, simply, Azad Kashmir (literally, "free Kashmir"), is the southernmost political entity of the Pakistani-controlled part of the former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir. It borders the present-day Indian-administered state of Jammu and Kashmir to the east, the Federally Administered Northern Areas (FANA) to the north, and the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan to the west. It covers an area of 13,297 km² (5,134 mi²), with its capital at Muzaffarabad, and has an estimated population of about four million. According to Pakistan's constitution, Azad Kashmir is not part of Pakistan, and its inhabitants have never had any representation in Pakistan's parliament. To this day, Azad Kashmir remains part of the Kashmir dispute and is claimed by India to be a Pakistani-occupied part of the present-day state of Jammu and Kashmir also claimed by Pakistan to be Indian occupied Kashmir, which India unilaterally annexed in 1956. Pakistan continues to regard the entire area of the former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir as "territory in dispute" to be resolved by a plebiscite to be held throughout the former state, in order to determine the area's accession to either India or Pakistan. In 1950, the government of India, ignoring a United Nations resolution on Kashmir, abandoned its pledge to hold a plebiscite.

The state's financial matters, i.e., budget and tax affairs, are dealt with by the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council, instead of by Pakistan's Central Board of Revenue. The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council is a supreme body consisting of 11 members, six from the government of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and five from the government of Pakistan. Its chairman/chief executive is the president of Pakistan. Other members of the council are Azad Kashmir's own president and prime minister and a few other AJK ministers. (Note that Azad Jammu and Kashmir has its own president, prime minister, legislative assembly, high court, and official flag.)
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 History








Map of the Kashmir region

After the partition of British India in 1947 the Princely states were given the option of merging with India, Pakistan or remaining independent. Hari Singh, the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir wanted to remain independent.However,it was near evident in the later months of 1947 that he wished to join India.In the end he began a brutal campaign to drive out all Muslim kashmiris from Kashmir ,in September 1947.In retaliation,skirmishes against him broke out in the areas of Chitral and Skardu.Tribal men from N.W.F.P invaded Kashmir and fought with the help of ex-soldiers ofPoonch.The Pakistani army was later sent to aid them.[citation needed]. Unable to deal with the incursion and fearing a defeat of the overwhelmed Kashmiri state forces, the Maharaja sought military help from India.India refused to help,unless Kashmir ceded to India. The Maharajah signed the Instrument of Accession act which India claims legally made the State of Kashmir became a part of India - although the majority of the Kashmiries were,and still are, against this. A formal war between Indian troops and Pakistani troops thus broke out in 1947 and a ceasefire was announced in 1948. The matter was brought up in the U.N. and resolutions were passed to hold a plebiscite with regards to Kashmir's future. Both Pakistan and India have not undertaken plebiscites in their respective areas of control in Kashmir. A legal requirement of holding the plebiscite is the vacation by the Indian and Pakistani armies of their respective parts of Kashmir under their administration. Pakistan has refused to vacate Azad Kashmir as it fears that India shall take over Kashmir completelySuperscript text. India ,on the other hand has maintained that it has representatives in its parliament from the Kashmir valley who were elected by the Kashmiri populace thus negating the very purpose of the plebiscite. A cease fire line separates the Indian and the Pakistani Kashmir territories.

The northern and western parts of Kashmir were subsequently divided by Pakistan into the following political entities:

1. Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) - the narrow southern part, 250 miles (400 km) long, with a width varying from 10 to 40 miles (15 to 65 km). 

2. Northern Areas - the much larger area to the north of AJK, 72,496 km² (27,991 mi² ), directly administered by Pakistan as a de facto dependent territory, i.e., a non-self-governing territory. 

3. Trans-Karakoram Tract - the small region along the northeastern border of the Northern Areas that was ceded by Pakistan to the People's Republic of China in 1963. 

 Government
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) is a self-governing state under Pakistani control. It has its own elected president, prime minister, legislature, high court, and official flag. The state is divided into two administrative divisions which, in turn, are composed of a total of eight districts.

	Division
	District
	Area (km²)
	Population (1998)
	Headquarters

	Mirpur
	Bhimber
	1,516
	301,633
	Bhimber

	 
	Kotli
	1,862
	563,094
	Kotli

	 
	Mirpur
	1,010
	333,482
	Mirpur

	Muzaffarabad
	Bagh
	1,368
	393,415
	Bagh

	 
	Muzaffarabad
	2,496
	638,973
	Muzaffarabad

	 
	Neelum[1]
	3,621
	106,778
	Athmuqam

	 
	Poonch
	855
	411,035
	Rawalakot

	 
	Sudhnati
	569
	334,091
	Pallandari

	AJK total
	8 districts
	13,297
	2,972,501
	Muzaffarabad


 Demographics
Like Pakistan, Azad Kashmir is predominantly Muslim, a proper census has not been taken in recent years. However, the population of Azad Kashmir includes the following tribes:

	· Awan 

· Abbasi 

· Ansari 

· Gujar 

· Jarral 

· Jat 

· Kashmiri 
	· Malik 

· Mughal 

· Pashtuns 

· Rajput 

· Rehmani 

· Sudhan 

· Tarkhan 

· Qureshi 


 Languages
The dominant language of Azad Kashmir is Northern Hindko also known as Mirpuri, however its linguistic boundaries extend beyond the borders of Azad Kashmir. The Hindko dialects spoken in Azad Kashmir are distantly related to Punjabi but have distinctive features. Pashto is spoken by a sizeable minority of people, due to the large number of migrants from Afghanistan and from the Pashto-speaking areas of Pakistan, who have settled in the Mirpur area.

 Geography
Azad Kashmir has some very scenic mountains and river valleys.

	
	


 Economy
In the latter part of 2006, billions of dollars for development were mooted by international aid agencies for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of earthquake-hit zones in Azad Kashmir, though much of those funds have been lost in bureaucratic channels, leading to delay in help reaching the most needy, and hundreds of people are still living in tents.[2] A land-use plan for Muzaffarabad city was prepared by the Japan International Cooperation Agency.
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Kotli District Azad Kashmir
	



Mangla Dam, next to Mirpur City, Azad Kashmir
	



Village in Sarsawa Valley, Azad Kashmir

	



Typical Homes in Mirpur
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