WEEKLY HOLIDAYS ACT, 1942

A. Act 18 of 1942

The Bill, received the assent of HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL on 3rd April, 1942.

An Act to provide for the grant of weekly holidays to persons employed in shops, restaurants and theatres.

This Act may be called THE WEEKLY HOLIDAYS ACT, 1942.

It extends to the whole of India.

It shall come into force in a State or in a specified area within a State only if the State Government by notification in the official Gazette so directs.

B. Comments:
1. "Day" means a period of twenty four hours beginning at mid-night;

2. Every person employed otherwise than in a confidential capacity or in a position of management in any shop, restaurant or theatre shall be allowed in each week a holiday of one whole day.

Statement of objects and reasons:

It was suggested at the first conference of Labour Ministers held in January, 1940 that the Central Government should consider the question of passing an enabling measure giving Provincial Governments power by notification to provide for the compulsory closing of shops and commercial establishments for a minimum period of one day in the week, leaving it to the Provincial Governments to provide an extra half-holiday, if they considered it necessary. The present Bill has been drafted after consultation with Provincial Governments, and further discussion at the second Conference of Labour Ministers held in January. 1941. The Bill will not come into effect in any Province directs its application by notification. either to the whole Province or any specified area within it. A further notification of the Provincial Government will be necessary to bring into application the provisions about an extra half-holiday. 

2. It is considered desirable that Provincial Governments should have power to introduce by notification certain minimum provisions on uniform lines as embodied in the Bill. The Bill provides for payment of wages for holidays declared under it. Certain classes of persons and establishments are excluded from its purview. It proposes to leave power with the Central Government in respect of establishments under its control and with Provincial Governments in respect of all other establishments within the Province, to make exceptions from or temporary suspension of the provisions of the proposed Act.

