	Quality Education
Quality education is a prerequisite for education for sustainable development.

Education: Making the Abstract Real
Making the abstract real, and developing the capacities of individuals and societies to work for a sustainable future is, essentially, an educational enterprise. Indeed, the four principles for achieving sustainable human development enunciated at the World Summit for Sustainable Development in 2002 reflect the four pillars of education described in the Delors Report.

Achieving sustainable development requires:
o Recognition of the challenge
o Collective responsibility and constructive partnership
o Acting with determination
o The indivisibility of human dignity

Education provides the skills for:
o Learning to know
o Learning to live together
o Learning to do
o Learning to be 
	
			 



	  
Thus, education is the primary agent of transformation towards sustainable development, increasing people’s capacities to transform their visions for society into reality. Education not only provides scientific and technical skills, it also provides the motivation, justification, and social support for pursuing and applying them. The international community now strongly believes that we need to foster — through education — the values, behaviour and lifestyles required for a sustainable future. Education for sustainable development has come to be seen as a process of learning how to make decisions that consider the long-term future of the economy, ecology and equity of all communities. Building the capacity for such futures-oriented thinking is a key task of education.

The underlying values which education for sustainable development must promote include at least the following:
- Respect for the dignity and human rights of all people throughout the world and a commitment to social and economic justice for all; 
- Respect for the human rights of future generations and a commitment to intergenerational responsibility; 
- Respect and care for the greater community of life in all its diversity which involves the protection and restoration of the Earth’s ecosystems; 
- Respect for cultural diversity and a commitment to build locally and globally a culture of tolerance, non-violence and peace. 

This represents a new vision of education, a vision that helps people of all ages better understand the world in which they live, addressing the complexity and interconnectedness of problems such as poverty, wasteful consumption, environmental degradation, urban decay, population growth, health, conflict and the violation of human rights that threaten our future. This vision of education emphasises a holistic, interdisciplinary approach to developing the knowledge and skills needed for a sustainable future as well as changes in values, behaviour, and lifestyles. This requires us to reorient education systems, policies and practices in order to empower everyone, young and old, to make decisions and act in culturally appropriate and locally relevant ways to redress the problems that threaten our common future. In this way, people of all ages can become empowered to develop and evaluate alternative visions of a sustainable future and to fulfil these visions through working creatively with others.

Education for sustainable development will aim to demonstrate the following features:
- Interdisciplinary and holistic: learning for sustainable development embedded in the whole curriculum, not as a separate subject; 
- Values-driven: it is critical that the assumed norms – the shared values and principles underpinning sustainable development – are made explicit so that that can be examined, debated, tested and applied; 
- Critical thinking and problem solving: leading to confidence in addressing the dilemmas and challenges of sustainable development; 
- Multi-method: word, art, drama, debate, experience, … different pedagogies which model the processes. Teaching that is geared simply to passing on knowledge should be recast into an approach in which teachers and learners work together to acquire knowledge and play a role in shaping the environment of their educational institutions; 
- Participatory decision-making: learners participate in decisions on how they are to learn; 
- Applicability: the learning experiences offered are integrated in day to day personal and professional life.
- Locally relevant: addressing local as well as global issues, and using the language(s) which learners most commonly use. Concepts of sustainable development must be carefully expressed in other languages – languages and cultures say things differently, and each language has creative ways of expressing new concepts.

Education for Sustainable Development has several major domains, reflecting diverse goals and audiences, including:
- Promotion and improvememnt of Basic Education
- Reorienting Existing Education Programs at all levels to address sustainable development
- Developing Public Awareness and Understanding of Sustainability
- Involving Higher Education
- Providing Training 
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 HYPERLINK "http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=27162&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html" Learning to change our world
MoreGöteborg consultation on education for sustainable development 
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Communities of Practice 
- MoreAs the article outlines, communities of practice are not a new kind of organisational unit; rather they are a different cut on the organisations's structure--one that emphasises the learning that people have done together. A "community of practice" is a group of people that come together in an informal way, but who have a common purpose for being together that maintains the 'organization.'
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 HYPERLINK "http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=23530&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html" Higher Education Portal
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 HYPERLINK "http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=23409&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html" UNESCO Institute for Education, Hamburg
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 HYPERLINK "http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=23412&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html" UNESCO International Centre for Technical and Vocational Education Training (UNEVOC)
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