PHRASES & CLAUSES
PHRASES /CLAUSES /

WORD GROUP
MEANING /SENSE

Be loaded with something.
To contain a lot of something.

This bulletin is loaded with language learning tips.

Be on the lookout for something /someone.
Search for something or someone.

I am on the lookout for a teacher who can help me learn English.

Be in the grip of something.
To be experiencing something unpleasant that you have no control over.

He had to drop out college because he was in the grip of financial difficulties.

Be bad luck on someone.
A bad thing that happened to someone by chance.

It was bad luck on me that I feel ill when my exam took place.

Be heavy on someone.
To treat or punish someone severely.

Parents must not be so heavy on their children.

Be at the mercy of someone /something.
To be in a situation where someone or something has complete power over you.

Poor people are increasingly at the mercy of money lenders.

Be a monument to something.
To be an important and permanent result of an action or characteristic.

The Taj is a monument to love.

Be heavy with something.
To be full of something; to have a lot of something.

The tree is heavy with fruit.

Be heavily into something.
To be very interested in and involved with something.

Are you heavily into politics?

Be in league with someone.
To be secretly working or planning with someone, usually to do something bad.

It is reported that some politicians are in a league with criminals.

Be in line with something.
To be similar to , or at the same level as something.

The employees are seeking a pay rise that’s in line with inflation.

Be in line to do something.
To have a very good chance of doing something.

He is in line to succeed the present Prime Minister.

Be in line for something.
To be likely to get something, especially something good.

If anyone is in line for promotion, I should say it is you. 

Be at liberty to do something.
To be allowed to do something.

I am not at liberty to make any comments on this matter.

Take the liberty of doing something.
To do something that will have an affect on someone else, without asking their permission.

I took the liberty of reading your diary, I hope you don’t mind. 

Be loaded down with something.
To have too much to carry, or too much work to do. 

I am loaded down with writing work.

Be cool with something.
To be happy to accept a situation or suggestion.

I thought he would be angry, but he was cool with it. 

Be in the driving seat.
To be in change or or in control of a situation.

India scored 500 runs and were in the driving seat.

Be dripping with something.
To be wearing a lot of something.

Everyone noticed her at the party because she was dripping with jewellery.

Be/ get into ecstasies about/ over something. 
To be or become very excited about something.

Mohan gets into ecstasies when he receives news from his son. 

Be etched on something.
When something makes a strong impression on someone.

Confusion and sadness were etched on their faces.

Be resigned to something.
To accept that something difficult or unpleasant will happen.

He seems resigned to losing the race.

Be at/ on the receiving end of something.
To suffer because of an action that is directed at you.

Sales assistants are often on the receiving end of verbal abuse from customers.

Be possessed of something.
To have a particular quality or feature.

Mohan is possessed of exceptional powers of concentration.

Be riddled with something.
To be full of something, especially something bad or unpleasant. 

His typing is slow and riddled with mistakes.

Be down to someone.
To be the responsibility of someone.

It was down to Dhoni to score four runs off the last ball.

Be employed in doing something.
To show that a person spends time doing something.

He was employed in arranging everything in the party.

Be the envy of someone or something.
To be a person or thing that other people admire and that causes feelings of envy.

The Tata company is the envy of the business class.

Be in the frame.
To be taking part.

Our team is in the frame to reach the final round.

Be in the middle of something/ of doing something.
To be busy doing something.

She was in the middle of cooking when I entered the room.

Be in the two minds about something/ about doing something.
To be unable to decide about something.

I was in two minds whether to do MBA or MCA.

Be mixed up with/ in something.
To be connected with a bad or unpleasant person or thing.

Please don’t get mixed up with him. You’ll regret it if you do. 

Be of the opinion that.
To think something about a situation.

I am of the opinion that Gandhi was more than a political leader.

Be concerned with something/ somebody.
To be about a particular thing or person.

BBC Bulletin is concerned with teaching English.

Be out of the question. 
Impossible or not allowed and therefore not worth discussing.

Taking an expensive holiday is out of the question this year.

Be bound and determined to do something.
To be completely serious about doing something.

I am bound and detrmined to build my own house in Delhi.

Be on the road to something.
To be likely to achieve something.

Our country is on the road to economic development. 

Be sacrificed on the altar for something.
To be destroyed by an activity, system or belief that is bad, but more important or powerful. 

Ensure that quality is not sacrificed on the altar of profit.

Be under threat of something.
In danger of something happening.

He left the country under threat of arrest.

Be on the track of someone/ something.
Follow someone/ something to catch them.

The police are on the track of the thieves.

Be in breach of something.
To be breaking a particular law or rule.

The motorist was fined for being in breach of the traffic rules.

Be crazy about someone/ something.
To be very enthusiastic about someone/ something.

I'm crazy about indian music.

